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I

Preface

Asia … 

... is the most urbanized region in the world
 asia’s urban population is rising at a rapid rate.
 forty per cent of asia’s four billion people currently live in urban areas.
 Projections indicate that one out of every two asians will live in cities before the year 2025.

... has high levels of poverty
 In asia, about 60% of the poor live on less than $2 a day, most of them still living in rural areas.
 In asian cities, almost 25% are living below the poverty line.
 the rate is increasing with the continuous influx of poor people into cities.

... has some of the fastest-growing economies in the world
 at the same time, rapid urbanization has been the key driver of asia’s dynamic growth.
 east asia’s urban population produces 92% of its wealth, with south east asia not very far behind at 77%, 

and south asia at 75%.
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... is very prone to disasters
 It accounted for 40% of the world’s disasters between 1999 and 2008.
 disasters affect over 200 million people annually.
 compared to 1989–1998, the past decade has seen disaster deaths in asia rise by 52 % and the numbers 

affected by disasters rise by 26%.

... is affected by climate change
 Many cities in asia are located along the coastline or in river deltas, exposing populations to hazards that are 

excacerbated by climate change such as floods and storm surges.
 asia contains more than half of the world’s cities which are most vulnerable to rising sea levels as ice sheets 

in the north and south Poles melt.  concerns are rising that communities in asia will need to be relocated, or 
that there will need to be costly investments in sea defenses.



III

What does all this mean for 
people living in Asian cities?

urban dwellers and 
local governments will be 
forced to cope with rising 

incidents of disasters.

as people and assets 
concentrate in cities, there 

is more to lose when 
hazards strike.

Many of asia’s urban poor bear the 
brunt of disasters because they live 

in high-density conditions in degraded 
slums, and lack access to basic services 

such as a water supply, sanitation, 
health and education.

these disasters are likely to be 
more severe than before. they have 
the potential to destroy fast-growing 

economies, health and education facilities, 
public infrastructure, and cultural heritage 

sites. already evident in some cities, 
disasters have the potential to stall or 

even reverse development.
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the disruption of urban systems 
can have implications beyond the 

city, affecting nations, and the 
wider world, due to the globalized 
connections between economies.

Many local governments feel 
that despite their best efforts 

to deal with disasters, conditions 
are actually becoming worse in 

their area.

this is because many local governments 
have focused their efforts on responding 

to disasters rather than preventing or 
minimizing their impacts.
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the short answer is Yes!
some people believed that disasters are acts of their 
god, and therefore unavoidable. Because of this 
belief, some countries focus on providing relief and 
response as quickly as possible after a disaster, to 
prevent further loss of life and damage. naturally 
this is seen as the responsibility of emergency 
specialists.

More people are recognizing disasters are as failures 
of development or as the result of unsustainable 
development. this implies that we ourselves are 
creating the social, economic and political conditions 
that lead to disasters.

Can we make our cities safer?
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Individuals, communities and governments can increase their disaster risk by:
 living in ways that degrade the environment
 overpopulating urban centers, pushing the urban poor into hazard-prone areas
 creating and supporting structures and practices that promote unequal access to, and control, over resources
 allowing the construction of unsafe/substandard houses and buildings, and building in high-risk areas

this understanding of risks has led to approaches for disaster risk management that consist of:
 Identifying potential hazards
 determining their probability of occurrence
 estimating their impact on the communities at risk
 Promoting practices for reducing vulnerability
 Planning measures and taking action to reduce risk
 creating awareness of how to implement disaster risk reduction (drr) measures
 Providing opportunities for the sharing of experiences on drr by local government offficials
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Because even in the event of catastrophic disasters like the 2004 Indian ocean tsunami, the 
2005 Pakistan earthquake, or typhoon Ketsana in 2009, the impacts from each disaster in 
each municipality differ widely. 

the degree of economic losses and amount of damage to buildings and infrastructure 
are determined by the different levels of exposure and vulnerability of the population, 
infrastructure, facilities, etc. of each locality.

the more local governments and local communities know about their risks by doing their own 
risk assessment and evaluation, the more they can learn about what they can do to protect 
themselves. We then have a better chance of reducing risks, loss and damage, and using the 
recovery period as an opportunity to create a stronger, more resilient community.

at the same time, many of the causes of disasters are not local. flooding in one area can be 
affected by deforestation several kilometers away. one single local authority cannot resolve 
all risk factors. therefore, it is also necessary to work with networks and associations of 
municipalities on a larger scale.

Disaster risk reduction needs to take 

place at the local level. Why?



VIII

“I call for the need of world leaders to address 

climate change and reduce the increasing risk 

of disasters - and world leaders must include 

Mayors, townships and community leaders.” 

Ban Ki-Moon, united nations secretary-general

“A lesson from the Hat Yai flood crisis is that a disaster is never caused by any one factor. The success of overcoming this crisis depends on the effective cooperation of all departments concerned.”
Kreng suwanwongse, Mayor of hat yai (1999-2002) in the aftermath of the major flood of november 2000 in hat yai, thailand

“Urban risk reduction delivers many benefits. When 

successfully applied as part of sustainable urbanization, 

resilient cities help reduce poverty, provide for growth and 

employment, and deliver greater social equity, fresh business 

opportunities, more balanced ecosystems, better health and 

improved education.”
Margareta Wahlström, special representative of the secretary-general for disaster risk reduction, 

united nations International strategy for disaster reduction



Introduction
Perspective has shifted from viewing disasters as 
unpredictable and unavoidable events that are dealt 
with by emergency specialists, to recognizing that 
we ourselves create the social, economic and political 
conditions that increase our risk to disasters. We can do 
something to reduce those risks.

cities are vulnerable to the effects of natural and human-
made disasters due to a complex set of interrelated 
factors that needs to be looked into by a wide range of 
disciplines, sectors, levels and institutions.

disaster risk management is a systematic process that 
takes all these factors into consideration, and draw 
on the capacities, innovations and synergies available 
to lessen the impact of hazards. there is no shortage 
of possibilities for reducing disaster risks in all its five 
phases of disaster mitigation, prevention, preparedness, 
response, and recovery (see Book 1 for more detail).
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Planning is a management tool to help make 
decision on the appropriate mix of risk reduction 
options.

results from the risk assessment process described 
in Book 2 would have revealed the risks posed by 
various hazards in the locality. this information 
provides the basis for formulating a disaster risk 
reduction (drr) plan.

the plan is a guide to keep implementers on track 
and serves as documentation of the thoughts and 
considerations that were the foundation of the 
planning process.

as community leadership changes, and during 
intense decision-making situations (such as the 
post-disaster setting or when undertaking major land 
development decisions), the plan will serve as the 
representation of the locality’s principles for drr.

It helps if the planning team/committee has the 
authority to develop the plan. a council resolution 
or a memo from the city manager or mayor is useful, 
because one of the biggest challenges will be getting 
other departments to devote some attention to 
the development and implementation of the risk 
reduction plan.

Something to think about

Why do we need to plan for drr?

 to help your locality become more sustainable 
and disaster resilient by selecting and prioritizing 
the most appropriate risk reduction actions, 
based on the knowledge gained in the risk 
assessment process.

 to ensure that activities are coordinated with 
each other and with other local development 
goals and activities.

 to reduce the cost of implementation by 
providing a forum for engaging in partnerships 
and encouraging the pooling of technical, 
financial and/or staff resources to reduce disaster 
risks.

 to educate those involved in the planning process 
on the local risks and risk reduction measures.

 to build widespread political support from 
stakeholders for drr projects.

 to build a constituency that wants to see the risk 
reduction measures implemented.



The Planning Process
the objective of planning is not to produce a 
perfect document but to develop a process; what 
really counts is how the plan is prepared.

In other words, it is not the resulting document, 
but rather the process of planning that is 
important.

the process or the way one goes about 
planning for disaster risk reduction is a key 
factor in determining its success. a plan drawn 
up by a few key risk reduction experts may be 
technically sound but may face challenges in 
the implementation of some of the activities. 
communities and local government are 
more likely to be committed to the plan’s 
implementation if they participated actively in its 
formulation.



each town or city will have a unique process for developing 
drr plans. however, certain elements are essential to drr 
plans as well as other types of development plans:

1. engaging stakeholders
2. developing goals and objectives
3. formulating an action plan
4. Integrating risk reduction measures in development plan
5. securing funding
6. Planning for response and recovery
7. Monitoring and evaluating progress

Steps for Planning

the approach to disaster risk reduction planning is 
fundamentally the same as any planning process and 
planners will recognize these iterative steps as follows:

 organize to prepare the plan
 Involve stakeholders
 coordinate with other agencies
 set goals
 review possible strategies and measures
 draft an action plan
 adopt the plan
 Implement, monitor, evaluate and revise the plan

Box 1

Proposed outline for the disaster 
risk reduction plan

1. Introduction
2. Problem description
3. community consideration
4. goals and objectives
5. rationale for proposed risk reduction 

measures
6. Implementation plan (who will do what, 

budget and resource needs, timeline, 
milestones etc.)

7. Monitoring and evaluation mechanism
8. Plan update schedule
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Engage Stakeholders

stakeholders are the individuals and organizations 
that literally have a stake in the outcome of the risk 
assessment process. they may be directly responsible 
for reducing a specific community risk. they may 
be directly affected by the community risks and/or 
the measures selected to control them, such as the 
local residents and businesses owners. they may 
have information important to mapping hazards or 
assessing risks.

the first set of stakeholders are the government 
officials who work for your town or city, such as 
local geologists, engineers, land-use planners, etc.

a second set of stakeholders come from academic 
and research institutions that can provide technical 
expertise.  they may also offer low-cost staff 
(students), meeting facilities, the latest data related 
to the locality, and training resources.

some local and international non-governmental 
organizations can offer expertise and resources, 
as well as local knowledge particularly if they have 
worked in a locality for a long period.

finally, do not forget community-based organizations 
including religious, gender and youth-based groups, 
nor the groups organized around particular interests, 
such as environmental and social improvement. 
these organizations are sensitive to local diversity 
and local customs, and can act as intermediaries, 
conveying information between community leaders, 
local residents, particularly from the marginalized 
population, and the planning team/committee.

While the development of a plan at its minimum 
may involve a small number of disaster managers or 
other specialists, disaster risk reduction planning is a 
priority-setting and partnership-building exercise to 
coordinate the efforts of multiple agencies and levels 
of government and society. this means the process 
needs to be inclusive and participatory, and the local 
planning authority would benefit from identifying and 
engaging stakeholders in the risk assessment process. 

Multi-stakeholder workshops and other consultations 
forums are some ways of getting their input.  the same 
stakeholders can also provide support throughout the 
drr plan’s implementation phase.
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Something to do

Who should be involved in planning to reduce disaster risk in cities? try to make a list 
of 5 potential stakeholders for the risk reduction planning process, then compare it to 
the list below.
 
 urban development authorities
 local elected members such as mayor/governor and council members
 local government representatives
 heads of local departments (e.g. planning, communications, education, 

engineering, environment, health, transportation, welfare services, etc.)
 national and provincial or state government representatives from line ministries or 

agencies
 donor representatives
 emergency service personnel (fire department, policy, army, search and rescue 

team)
 researchers and academics
 Professionals of technical and scientific institutions
 employers and workers of the private sector
 school teachers and administrators
 health facility/hospital officers and staff members
 representatives from non-governmental organizations (international and national)
 representatives from community-based organizations (women’s groups, youth 

groups, neighborhood organizations)
 community leaders
 representative from at risk communities, including marginalized groups (women, 

children, elderly, disabled, ethnic minorities, indigenous people)
 Journalists and other personnel of media agencies
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there are a number of approaches to engaging stakeholders; 
these include:

 hold town hall meetings. this is an effective way to bring all 
residents and stakeholders together to learn about results 
from the risk assessment and the progress made on the plan, 
and to provide input to the planning process.

 create a planning committee or tap an existing committee . 
Its members should include people with direct knowledge or 
understanding of the subject area. a committee can review 
the needs and concerns of all interested groups, initiate 
synergies among participants, keep their departments or 
communities up-to-date on any progress, and reduce the 
duplication of work.

 organize a workshop or group session.  Bring problems and 
issues to the table and gather new ideas for solutions. these 
meetings are most productive when a trained facilitator directs 
discussions and obtains consensus. Workshops can be held 
at various milestones in the planning process, for large or 
small groups, for particular stakeholder groups or for a mix of 
stakeholders.

 conduct focused group discussions. these sessions target 
the voices of specific groups. Pay particular attention to the 
marginalized segments of the urban population (e.g. street 
vendors, daily wage laborers, etc.) and specific at-risk labor 
segments (e.g. taxi drivers, security guards, and others). 
school children can be added as a population segment whose 
energy and creativity can be tapped for risk reduction.

these approaches provide the 
opportunity for stakeholders to 
come together to share information 
personally, to get to know each other, 
and to clarify roles and responsibilities.

other participatory methods include 
establishing a telephone hotline, 
conducting interviews and distributing 
a questionnaire.

remember to acknowledge the 
achievement of participating 
stakeholders at events or through 
media channels to leave them with 
a positive experience of their work 
disaster risk management.
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Risk Communication

It is crucial to put in place a mechanism to keep stakeholders regularly informed of 
their risks, and provide avenues for dialogue during the planning process. here are 
some ways to do it:

 Media agencies should be involved in covering the planning process, thus 
reaching not only the stakeholders but also the public in general.

 tap the existing indigenous, traditional and informal communication 
networks unique to the locality for disseminating information and 
obtaining feedback.

 Post the latest news, events and updates on noticeboards and websites.

 online discussion forums can be set up on websites to promote 
interactivity.

 leverage the opportunities presented by various information and 
communication technology applications (such as mobile phones and 
the Internet) to engage stakeholders from “virtual” communities. 
this is particularly useful for establishing linkages between local 
stakeholders with, national- and global-level stakeholders.

 Provide updates through electronic newsletters and e-mail 
to a list of subscribers. however, since not all stakeholders 
have Internet access, consider distributing the same 
information via a printed newsletter.
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there are more details on the Metro Manila in 
one of this guidebook’s case study.

goals and objectives often arise from 
social and environmental values, political 
desires, historic preservation concerns, 
state or provincial priorities and/or funding 
opportunities.

for example, a community with a large 
tourism industry may be more interested 
in protecting historic or commercial assets 
first than in protecting other assets that 
demonstrate a higher vulnerability to 
hazards. If this is the case, the planning team/
committee should document the reasoning 
behind these goals or objectives, then try to 
align these values with drr objectives (such 
as ensuring business continuity or applying 
mitigation measures that could protect 
historic buildings.).

Vision:

“A highly responsive and resilient community 
for a safe and protected built and natural  
environment.”
one objective:

“Provide a stronger legal basis and regular 
department status and budget for local 
disaster management offices or organizations 
that now exist on the basis of executive orders 
and to provide legal basis for mitigation policies 
and support of disaster risk management 
programs.”

Develop Goals and Objectives

the risk statement, scenario and/or map produced in the risk assessment phase illustrates the ‘problems’ and 
their causes. the planning process offers to find the best solutions to these problems.

to begin identifying solutions to these problems, it is helpful for local government and community groups to 
define a shared vision of the city that they would like to have, and then to develop goals and objectives 
based on the vision.  for example, in Metro Manila, stakeholders have agreed on the following:



Formulate an Action Plan

Based on the agreed upon goals and objectives and on results 
of the risk assessments, risk reduction actions are identified and 
prioritized.

this is often done by organizing a multi-stakeholder workshop or 
disaster risk management committee meeting.

What is in an action plan?

the action plan addresses the following questions:

 What do we need to do?

 Who is responsible for implementing which risk reduction 
measures?

 Who can help implement the measures?

 how much will they cost? (budget)

 What will be the funding sources for these measures?

 When do we need to complete activities? (implementation 
schedule)

 What are the arrangements for monitoring, evaluation, review 
and revision (when, how, who, what)
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Develop an action plan

details of what will be done, by whom and 
when needs to be documented in an action 
plan.

the disaster risk reduction options selected 
should qualify against the following factors:

 options should be technically acceptable 
and feasible under all circumstances

 the selected implementing agency/
organization should have the capacity 
to implement the selected risk reduction 
options

 should bring positive environmental 
impacts

 should be socially acceptable and 
compatible with the farsighted community 
values and social ethics

 should be acceptable to political leadership
 legal authority for implementation or the 

possibility for creation of legal authority 
should exist within the local government

It is also useful to include a description of how 
the plan was prepared. this helps readers (and 
potential funding agencies) understand the 
background, rationale, and stakeholder input 
into the plan.

Checklist for Reviewing a Plan

once the plan is developed, present it to a governing 
authority for adoption (such as the disaster risk 
management committee or urban council), and 
to formally authorizing the responsible bodies to 
implement the plan.  the checklist below contain some 
questions that may help to review the plan.

 What actions can help meet risk reduction 
objectives?

 What resources and capabilities (staff, technical 
experts and funds) are available to implement these 
actions?

 What additional technical information is needed to 
recommend and adopt the proposed risk reduction 
measure available, if any?

 Were national-level organizations (such as the 
national disaster management organization) 
represented in the action planning process to provide 
clarifications regarding legal and administrative 
issues?

 Is the community, organization or individual that 
has the authority to implement the proposed risk 
reduction measure willing to do so?



12

 Is there high-level political support to 
implement and sustain these actions?

 are there local champions willing to help see 
the actions to completion?

 have you estimated the costs and benefits 
associated with the risk  reduction measures?

 are there any proposed actions that need to 
be set aside temporarily until additional funds 
are available?

 What impacts (if any) will these actions have 
on the locality?

 do the proposed actions account for the growing 
intensity and frequency of risks posed by climate 
change?

 are the actions in line with the internationally 
agreed upon hyogo framework for action?  see 
Box 2 for more information.

 have other organizations or forums addressed 
the same problem and developed a solution 
that can be replicated in your locality? (It is 
worthwhile to check with the national disaster 
management organization, or to search reports 
and websites for sound practices.)

Use the Hyogo 
Framework for Action to guide the action 
planning process

one hundred and sixty-eight states adopted the 
hyogo framework for action 2005-2015: Building 
the resilience of nations and communities to 
disasters at the World conference on disaster 
reduction in 2005. all the un Member states at the 
un general assembly later endorsed it unanimously.

the indicators of the five hfa priorities can guide 
a local government in its design of policies and 
projects.  
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Box 2

Aligning local disaster risk reduction with the Hyogo Framework for Action

the hfa identifies five specific priorities for action, with a total of 20 tasks for action for local stakeholders:

Local/city governance (HFA Priority 1)

task 1 engage in multi-stakeholder dialogue to establish foundations for drr.
task 2 create or strengthen mechanisms for systematic coordination for disaster risk reduction.
task 3 assess and develop the institutional basis for drr.
task 4 Prioritize drr and allocate appropriate resources.

Risk assessment and early warning (HFA Priority 2)

task 5 establish an initiative for community risk assessment to combine with country assessments.
task 6 review the availability of risk-related information and the capacities for data collection and use.
task 7 assess capacities and strengthen early warning systems.
task 8 develop communication and dissemination mechanisms for disaster risk information and early 

warning.

Knowledge management (HFA Priority 3)

task 9 raise awareness of drr and develop education program on disaster risk reduction in schools 
and local communities.

task 10 develop or utilize drr training for key sectors based on identified priorities.
task 11 enhance the compilation, dissemination and use of drr-relevant information.
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Vulnerability reduction (HFA Priority 4)

task 12 environment: Incorporate drr in environmental management.

task 13 social needs: establish mechanisms for increasing resilience of the poor and the most 
vulnerable.

task 14 Physical planning: establish measures to incorporate drr in urban and land-use planning.
task 15 structure: strengthen mechanisms for improved building safety and protection of critical 

facilities.
task 16 economic development: stimulate drr activities in production and service sectors.
task 17 financial/economic instruments: create opportunities for private sector involvement in drr.
task 18 emergency and public safety, disaster recovery: develop a recovery planning process that 

incorporates drr.

Disaster preparedness (HFA Priority 5)

task 19 review disaster preparedness capacities and mechanisms, and develop a common 
understanding.

task 20 strengthen planning and programming for disaster preparedness.
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Integrate Risk Reduction Measures in Development Plans

a local government is the governmental body responsible for the long-term development of its area and the 
well-being and safety of its citizens.  It cannot afford to ignore risk considerations because disasters may destroy 
development outputs and gains.

the risk assessment phase is a good entry point for connecting local concerns with disaster risk issues. local 
development planning is where these issues can be paired up with solutions.  a drr plan can be developed in 
light of economic, social and political realities. this in turn increases the likelihood that planned risk reduction 
measures are successfully implemented.

during the local planning process, it is important to review existing development plans and other policy 
documents, and ensure that the risk reduction goals and objectives are consistent with those of the other plans 
at the local and national levels. In the event that goals do conflict, it is important to discuss how such a conflict 
could be resolved. It may be that the existing plan did not benefit from the risk knowledge gained from the 
assessment.

When the goals complement each other, there is the potential to implement planning initiatives that serve 
multiple objectives for your locality that contribute to sustainable development as well as to build support for 
drr. 

Projects stakeholders will need to prioritize the drr initiatives to ensure that local government will implement 
the most important ones as funding or other required resources become available. some donor agencies 
work closely with governments to identify, prioritize and fund risk reduction actions (such as Bangladesh’s 
comprehensive disaster Management Programme discussed as case study 4).
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Planning for Response and Recovery

Book 4 has more details on the integration or mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction in development policies 
and practices.

during a disaster, local governments are immediately confronted with the responsibility of providing and 
coordinating relief.  emergency response planning before a disaster strikes is critical to effective and efficient 
response.  It involves agreeing on roles and responsibilities of different organizations, developing operating 
guidelines for response and recovery, and identifying the available resources.  the emergency response plan can 
be a separate sections of the drr.

the recovery phase is an opportunity to incorporate risk reduction into development agenda for the following 
reasons:

 a disaster will bring people from various agencies and sectors together to focus on the locality and its risks.
 residents and elected officials will be more interested and more willing to address risk issues as well as try 

new solutions.
 there may be new sources of funding available for recovery. 
 a number of pending risk reduction actions can suddenly be viable as a post-disaster situation dramatically 

alters the political will and access to funds.

the presence of a good plan maximizes opportunities to ‘build back better’  - to improve infrastructure, to 
support the asset bases of individuals and households at risk, and, ultimately, to improve survivors’ life chances 
and resilience.  let us avoid returning their risk to pre-disaster levels.

local governments that have specific and feasible risk reduction actions can seize the ‘window of opportunity’ 
following a disaster, and quickly articulate their needs to national government officials and other potential 
donors. these localities will have a competitive edge when post-disaster funding and technical assistance 
become available.
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Funding Options

first, the local government should look at its own budget, including annual budget for development and special 
funds for emergency preparedness. It can look to the national government for funding specific projects. some risk 
reduction measures are inexpensive and simple solutions that a local government can afford.

often, the cost of implementing the list of risk reduction measures are greater than the funds that are or will be 
available. however, there are other sources of funding that local government can explore.

there are local businesses, ngos and the community residents themselves are potential sources of funding and of 
in-kind contributions such as people’s time, labor, use of equipment and office/meeting space that can lower project 
costs.

grants and services from foundations, environmental organizations, volunteer groups, and other non-profit 
organizations may be worth considering; such organizations are often willing to contribute financial or other 
resources if they feel there is a significant need.

Many local governments do have to face the challenge of accessing risk reduction funds from donor agencies as 
they typically work directly with national government. however, some bilateral and multilateral donor agencies are 
presently recognizing the critical role that local governments play in disaster risk reduction, and have channeled 
more and more funds directly to cities. the approach to take is to match donor’s interest with specific risk reduction 
actions.

examples include the Program for hydro-Meteorological disaster Mitigation in secondary cities in asia (see 
the Indonesia case study in Book 2 and the Philippines case study in Book 4) and the cross-cutting capacity 
development Program that assists cities implement sound practices in disaster risk management, including 
development citywide disaster risk Management Master Plans (see the case study in this book on Metro Manila).



Questions to Ask

 What are the results of the implemented 
actions?

 do the results achieve the goals/objectives 
outlined in the plan?

 are the goals and objectives still 
applicable?

 have any changes in the policy or physical 
environment made the goals/objectives 
obsolete or irrelevant?

 do we need to re-prioritize existing actions 
for implementation?

 can we tap new sources of funding?

 can we develop new partnerships with 
stakeholders?

Monitor and Evaluate Progress

there should be a formal process to measure progress, 
assess how things are proceeding, and decide on what are 
the needed changes.

the system can be in the form of a checklist maintained by 
the person designated as responsible for the plan. a more 
formal system of reporting to a higher authority, such as 
the governing board or an oversight committee, can be put 
in place.

It is important to develop mechanisms to track the 
effectiveness of implemented risk reduction measures.

the action plan should have clearly defined tasks and 
deadlines.

Moreover, indicators help keep track of how projects have 
performed over a period. Indicators contribute to ensuring 
achievement of objectives and key results areas.
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Plans are living documents that require adjustments to maintain their relevance. the planning team/committee 
prepared the risk reduction plan to articulate the locality’s values and strategies at a particular point in time. 
like every other plan, the committee must review its plans periodically for these to remain a useful tool to guide 
growth and change in the locality.

Periodically, the plan should be evaluated in light of progress and changed conditions. the planning 
team/committee should meet on a regular basis (annually or bi-annually) to review progress and submit 
recommendations to the organizations responsible for implementation.

In addition, there should also be open channels in which stakeholders, particularly community members can 
provide feedback and suggestions, and voice their concern and needs. these issues should be discussed at the 
‘review’ meeting and given due consideration when revising the plan.

the planning team/committee should revisit the drr plan after a hazard event and make any necessary revisions 
based on lessons learned from the disaster. In addition, measures implemented before the disaster should be 
evaluated to see how well they performed.



figure 1
steps for evaluating the planning 
process post disaster 
(Source: State and Local Mitigation Planning How-to Guide, 
August 2003)

this series of guides shows how to identify, plan, 
and implement cost-effective actions through a 
comprehensive approach known as hazard Mitigation 
Planning. the process consists of four
basic phases:

 Organize resources involves organizing resources, 
mobilizing the community, and getting started with 
the planning process;

 Assess risks identifies hazards and estimates the 
losses associated with these hazards;

 Develop a mitigation plan describes how to 
identify, plan, and initiate cost-effective actions; and

 implement the plan and monitor progress, and 
evaluate the results of mitigation actions to keep the 
mitigation plan relevant over time.



Case Studies
the case studies below showcase different aspects of drr 
planning. the first four cases serve to draw out lessons 
learned for the benefit of other cities. the last case is 
an example of a national policy that sets the planning 
environment of cities for drr.

1. In Metro Manila, Philippines three cities pilot tested a 
disaster risk Management Master Plan model as part 
of a program led by the earthquake and Megacities 
Initiative. although the program was developed by 
an external organization, its methodology was geared 
towards strengthening capacity of local stakeholders 
for undertaking the planning process. the case study 
provides details of the plan, including its vision, priority 
action items, and how action items were prioritized.

2. tourism is a major contributor to thailand’s gross 
domestic product, so the Ministry of tourism and sport 
developed a comprehensive risk management strategy 
for the tourism sector in Phuket as a model that could 
be applied to other parts of the country. the case study 
features the strategy, how it was developed, and its 
links to other  relevant strategies and plans for tourism 
development and disaster risk management of the 
national and provincial governments.
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3. Naga City in the Philippines developed a disaster mitigation plan a decade ago, with support from a 
regional program of adPc. the plan continues to be relevant today, actions identified in the plan have 
been implemented, and the plan has been used as an advocacy tool to incorporate risk reduction in 
physical planning and construction. the key ingredients that contributed to the plan’s success included 
leadership of the city Mayor, commitment of local government officials, and a long-standing public-
private partnership.

4. the Bangladesh case study demonstrates the contingency planning process in three cities - Dhaka, 
Chittagong and Sylhet. the Bangladesh’s high-profile comprehensive disaster Management 
Programme supported this initiative with the aim to strengthen the cities’ resilience to earthquakes. 
using earthquake risk scenarios, the city governments developed their three city-level contingency plans. 
the Inter-agency standing committee ‘cluster’ approach was used to organize the development and 
implementation of the contingency plans.

5. the case study from Sri Lanka features extracts from a revised national Policy on local government 
issued in december 2009, which is a critical breakthrough for sri lanka for it officially mandates local 
governments to manage disaster risk, and put in place a capacity development strategy to boost the 
available skills.

despite the different approaches and focus taken in developing and implementing drr plans, all the case 
studies have common lessons as follows:

 a competent lead/focal person/organization is critical to the success of the planning process.
 consider carrying out disaster risk management and planning through partnerships, including multi-level 

partnerships, multi-sector partnerships and public-private-civil society partnerships.
 support from national government, particularly in providing an enabling environment for drr is essential 

for a successful planning and implementation process.
 commitment from local government is another key ingredient for successful planning and 

implementation.
 drr planning must go hand in hand with capacity development efforts.



Metro Manila Establishes Model for Participatory Risk 
Reduction Planning in Megacities

since July 2004, three cities - Makati, Marikina and Quezon city 
- collaborated in planning and implementing Metro Manila’s 
disaster risk Management Master Plan. the earthquakes and 
Megacities Initiative, an international ngo of scientists and 
engineers, which received the support of the local chief executives 
to put the drMMP in place, initiated the planning process.

the drMMP process provided a framework for local governments 
to implement a disaster risk management agenda systematically, 
consisting of legal, institutional, financial, social and technical 
elements.

the basic drMMP process included the following actions:

 capturing the knowledge gained through previous projects
 consolidating risk information related to major hazards
 determining current practices, gaps and deficiencies, and 

sound practices
 communicating risk in meaningful ways
 Identifying legal and institutional arrangements, administrative 

structures, resources, constraints and timelines
 engaging in a participatory planning process to develop 

consensus on priority actions
 developing ownership and commitment among stakeholders 

to take action
 establishing the implementation structure, procedure and 

processes
 Instituting monitoring and updating processes

Source: http://earthquake.usgs.gov/regional/pacnw/paleo/manila/)
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recognizing that disaster risk management 
is a shared responsibility, a cross-sector, 
inter-agency course of action that is 
highly participatory and collaborative was 
undertaken. coordinating and overseeing 
the planning process and the linkages 
between the different levels and sectors was 
the Philippine Institute of Volcanology and 
seismology (PhIlVocs), a credible public 
research institution.

Key stakeholders that participated in the 
planning process included:

 city government officers engaged in 
areas covering land-use planning and 
management; emergency response, 
civil defense, police, fire and health; 
city management and governance; 
construction and public works; public 
services providers, water, electricity, 
sewerage, telephones and housing; and 
education.

 other stakeholders (e.g. local policy 
makers, researchers, architects, urban 
planners, engineers, national government 
representatives, and representatives of 
ngos and community-based groups.)

International partners including the earthquake and 
Megacities Initiative, Kobe university, the Pacific disaster 
center, Provention consortium and united nations 
development Programme, were also involved to support 
the process and contribute in the following areas:

 Provide scientific, technical and project management 
expertise

 share experience from other cities and countries
 Provide regional and international visibility and advocate 

on behalf of Metro Manila
 Identify funding sources and support stakeholders in 

securing funding
 facilitate communication and participation and help 

build consensus

the process created a platform to discuss and develop a 
vision: “a highly responsive and resilient community for a 
safe and protected built and natural environment.”

Based on this vision, stakeholders identified and prioritized 
the objectives and action items in a series of consultation 
and stakeholders’ workshops.

to initiate the action planning process, an inter-disciplinary 
team reviewed the recommendations from previous 
studies and assessments and developed a disaster risk 
management framework and agenda with 10 elements 
that formed the basis of the drMMP (see Box 4).
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Box 4

Elements of the Metro Manila DRMMP

1. strengthen the Metro Manila disaster 
coordinating council

2. Promote the adoption of disaster management 
ordinances by each city and municipality

3. Promote the revitalization of city/municipality 
Barangay disaster coordinating councils

4. Institutionalize disaster risk management within 
local government framework and financing

5. enhance lateral and vertical inter-agency 
and inter-governmental communication and 
coordination

6. enhance the legal basis for disaster risk 
management at the national level by updating/
replacing Presidential decree 1566

7. Promote policies that encourage implementation 
of drr and develop mechanisms for 
mainstreaming drr within local government 
functions

8. Promote local government mitigation planning 
through existing planning tools

9. conduct training needs assessment and develop 
capacity building programs

10. strengthen barangay preparedness level for 
disaster response and relief

from the elements given in Box 4, stakeholders 
formulated and prioritized objectives and action 
items, and classified the same into short-, medium- 
and long-term actions.

they used following criteria: relevance and 
viability, importance, resources and constraints, 
implementation process, timeframe and ownership.

these objectives and actions were then further 
refined to produce five implementation work plans 
that could be executed immediately (see table 1).

subsequently, five focus groups formed, 
corresponding to the five implementation work 
plans. the focus group approach served as 
the mechanisms for ownership building and 
sustainability through the continuous engagement 
of stakeholders in decision-making, as well as their 
participation in seminars and training events.

the successful implementation of these work plans 
would be dependent on the cooperation of various 
functional and organizational levels of the local 
government as well as other entities not under 
local government authority, such as provincial/state 
or national government agencies, and research 
institutions, ngos, etc.
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Integral to the drMMP methodology was a capacity 
development agenda to enhance the human and institutional 
capacities of local professionals and policy makers in 
undertaking the drMMP process.

a stakeholders’ evaluation of the Metro Manila experience 
indicated a keen interest and involvement from the 
stakeholders, creating a positive dynamic to engage 
stakeholders and commit institutions to the goal of changing 
practices and influencing policy.

With the drMMP approach validated, the next phase would 
be to change practices with a focus on land-use planning 
and policy, building code implementation, and capacity 
development to sustain these positive changes.

the planning experience in Metro Manila contributed to the 
development of a disaster risk Management Master Plan as a 
model and implementation process. the plan aims to empower 
local governments, local institutions and local communities to 
plan and implement drr projects. It also tries to mainstream 
disaster risk management as a regular management and 
planning process, and as an integral part of local government 
functions, operations, and services. this model is being 
replicated in Kathmandu Valley, nepal and amman, Jordan.

table 1
Implementation Work 
Plans of the Metro Manila 
drMMP

Description Local Lead 
Partner

1

develop and institutionalize 
technologies for risk 
communication and 
preparedness

PhIVolcs, MMda

2
Incorporate risk reduction 
criteria in land-use and 
urban planning

MMda Planning 
office, Marikina city

3

conduct training needs 
assessment and capacity 
building for disaster risk 
management

ocd, MMda

4

Mobilize resources among 
ngos, professional 
organizations and private 
sector in the disaster risk 
management agenda

PhIVolcs, MMda, 
PIce

5

Improve legal 
and institutional 
arrangements 
for disaster risk 
management delivery

MMda, ndcc

(Source: EMI, The Disaster Risk Management Master Plan of Metro Manila, 2007)
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Thailand Develops a Model Risk 
Management Strategy for the Tourism 
Sector

the devastation caused by the 2004 Indian ocean 
tsunami and its impact on the tourism sector 
prompted thailand’s Ministry of tourism and sport 
to formulate a strategy to better manage future 
disaster risks and minimize losses in the tourism 
sector.

thailand is one of the world’s top tourist 
destinations, and after the resort city of Phuket was 
badly hit by the 2004 tsunami, it was selected for 
a project to integrate tsunami risk management in 
tourism planning.

thai government officials, tourism industry 
representatives and media formed a multi-
stakeholder team to develop and implement the 
Phuket Province tourism risk Management strategy 
2007-2012. the governor of Phuket Province 
chaired the team.

this project was supported by the thai Ministry 
of tourism and sports, adPc, aPec International 
centre for sustainable tourism, and the australian 
agency for International development.
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the mandate of the team was to:

 Provide leadership to further the development 
and implementation of the Phuket tourism risk 
Management strategy

 develop a task list for each member agency
 develop and implement an action plan for 

implementation of the strategy
 Improve tourist safety in Phuket
 Put in place a proactive communication strategy 

for the safety and security of tourists visiting 
Phuket

 Promote greater attention to safety and security 
of tourists in the design and construction 
of buildings, and in overall infrastructure 
development of Phuket province

 In the event of a disaster, take the lead for the 
tourism sector in responding to and recovering 
from a disaster or crisis and meet regularly during 
this period

during this time a series of workshops were 
organized for different purposes, to:

 raise awareness and strengthen capacities
 assess risks
 obtain input, comments and feedback on the 

strategy
 discuss and agree upon operational 

arrangements and plan of action for 
implementing the strategy

In developing the strategy, the following stakeholder 
groups participated:

 the Phuket government, including the Phuket 
governor, Phuket Provincial administrative 
organization, and city and district councils

 tourism-related government agencies, such as 
the Phuket Provincial center of tourism, sports 
and recreation, tourism authority of thailand 
southern chapter, tourist Police in Phuket

 disaster risk management-related government 
agencies, such as the Phuket Provincial office 
of the department of disaster Prevention and 
Mitigation, Phuket Provincial heath office, office 
of labour Protection and Welfare in Phuket

 tourism industry-related groups, such as the 
Phuket tourist association, Phuket chamber of 
commerce and Industry, thai hotels association 
southern chapter

 Media agencies such as radio Phuket, thai rath, 
Phuket gazette

 other related sectors, including transportation 
companies, food industries, tourist attractions 
and recreational facilities, small- and medium-
sized enterprises, and insurance companies

the key actions identified in the strategy were 
organized into the different phases of disaster risk 
management – preparedness, response, recovery 
and prevention.
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the Phuket Province 
tourism risk 
Management strategy 
2007-2012 is not a 
stand-alone strategy; 
it has close linkages to 
the related national and 
provincial strategies and 
plans (see figure 2).

It was proposed that 
key stakeholders would 
review the strategy 
annually to identify any 
amendments that may 
be necessary because of 
new developments.

a key activity for preparedness was the preparation 
of a Phuket tourism crisis Management Plan and 
the establishment of an emergency operation 
center. an action plan for media coordination and 
communication was another priority, to cover both 
during crises and at normal times, and included 
the launch of a campaign to promote the image of 
“safe Phuket.”

figure 2

Phuket tourism risk 
Management strategy and its 
relation to other strategies 
(Source: Phuket Province Tourism Risk Management Strategy 
2007-2012)
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Naga City, Pioneer in Developing and Implementing a 
Local Disaster Mitigation Plan

naga city’s disaster mitigation plan is more than a decade old and 
yet its city government still implements and keeps it ‘live’ as of the 
publication of this book.

the mitigation plan was crafted using a multi-hazard risk assessment 
and a series of meetings and consultations with stakeholders. they 
identified floods and typhoons as the main hazards affecting naga 
city, and the mitigation plan focused on minimizing the risks posed 
by these hazards.

the city eventually adopted a comprehensive and integrated strategy 
to address simultaneously the structural/physical vulnerability, as 
well as policy and institutional concerns, while bearing in mind the 
resource limitations.

three interrelated program interventions were identified:

 Physical/civil Works development Program
 land use Policy/legal reforms Program
 Institutional development Program

the Physical/civil Works development Program aimed to reduce the 
volume of floodwaters and duration of flooding through structural/
physical mitigation measures. the proposed projects under this 
program included the naga river Improvement Project; naga city 
drainage rehabilitation Project; and strengthening lifeline facilities 
Project.
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the program phased structural mitigation measures 
over the ten-year period in the following manner:

Phase 1 – Immediate implementation of projects 
already underway or with approved funding that 
require only minimal design modification
Phase 2 – comprehensive study of storm drainage 
and detailed architectural and engineering design of 
viable project components
Phase 3 – Implementation of viable project 
components

the land use Policy/legal reforms Program aimed 
to incorporate risk consideration into land-use plans, 
policies and regulations for existing and planned 
developments of the city. short and long-term 
actions for this program were recommended in the 
disaster mitigation plan.

the Institutional development Program aimed to 
mobilize and harmonize government and community 
resources and capacities towards a cohesive and 
participatory approach for drr. Building on existing 
initiatives, it sought to encourage greater awareness 
and cooperation by the broad sector of society to 
provide direction and sustained effort for disaster 
risk management.

Projects included:

 establishment of a flood database system for 
naga

 a city-wide Information, education and 
communication Program

 community mobilization and preparedness, 
including development of community-based drr 
plans

see table 2 for a summary of the actions and their 
estimated costs.

the local disaster mitigation planning process was 
an initiative of the naga city disaster Mitigation 
Project, a pilot project of adPc’s asian urban 
disaster Mitigation Program, implemented jointly by 
the league of cities and the Philippine Business for 
social Progress (PBsP) between 1997 and 1999.

Its approach was to enhance the capacity of city 
officials to manage risk and apply mitigation skills 
and technologies, improve access to relevant 
techniques and knowledge, and improve the policy 
environment for disaster mitigation.
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hazard and vulnerability mapping, mitigation 
planning, training, establishment of 
institutional arrangements for drr, and the 
incorporation of risk reduction in land-use 
planning were major components of the 
project. these served as foundations for drr 
that the local government continues to build 
upon until today.

the naga city disaster Mitigation Project 
unit coordinated the implementation of the 
disaster mitigation plan. a designated Project 
officer from the office of the city Mayor 
headed the unit. the city government initially 
hired a local consultant to strengthen the 
technical capability of the project staff.

the naga city disaster Mitigation council, created under 
executive order no.98-005 signed by the city Mayor 
on 2 June 1998, ensured the participation of different 
stakeholders in the mitigation planning and implementation 
processes. the Mayor chaired the council.

to date, the storm drainage project is finished, and the 
city government utilized a World Bank grant for urban 
upgrading of relocation sites demarcated in the plan. the 
city government has used the plan to lobby for quick action 
to either remove or complete construction of a bridge that 
had scaffolding blocking the passage of river water into 
the sea. the city government also called for restaurants and 
fast food eateries to install oil traps in their kitchen drains 
(to prevent clogging of city drains), promote the regular 
cleaning of drains and sewers, and incorporate risk issues in 
their solid waste management.

table 2 excerpt from schedule of activities and cash flow requirements by year

ACTiViTiES CASH FLOW BY YEAR (P Million)

institutional Development 1 2 3 4 5 6-10 total

1. organizational development 4.50 4.50 5.00 5.00 - - 19.00

2. establishment of database system 2.90 5.00 1.20 1.20 0.60 - 10.90

3. Iec Program 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 1.50 - 8.50

4. community Mobilization 1.00 1.70 2.70 2.70 - - 8.10

(Source: Naga City Disaster Mitigation Plan, August 2001)
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although the plan has never been formally 
revised or updated, some details of the proposed 
actions have been modified. the naga city People 
council were endorsed the changes prior to their 
implementation. the naga city People’s council 
is composed of all accredited business, ngos and 
people’s organizations within the city, and one of 
its roles is to observe, vote and participate in the 
deliberation, conceptualization, implementation and 
evaluation of programs, projects and activities of the 
city government.

In evaluating progress made, the city Mayor has 
encouraged and ensured the participation of 
community members in monitoring and evaluating 
programs and projects.

the success of the mitigation planning in naga 
city is due to the commitment of local government 
officials and the city Mayor in particular. With the 
leadership of Mayor Jesse M. robredo, naga city is 
recognized in the Philippines and abroad as a model 
local government unit and a center for innovations in 
local governance. asiaweek magazine cited it as one 
of the most improved cities in asia in recognition 
of its participative processes, strong democratic 
traditions and commitment to excellence.

commitment beyond the city is important to 
sustain drr efforts. Mitigating floods within naga 
city calls for solutions well beyond its boundaries 
as the Bicol river runs through two provinces and 
dozens of municipalities. a wealth of data and 
recommendations has been generated by previous 
studies on flood control within the Bicol river Basin 
area. some of their recommendations have been 
implemented but many more remain to be put 
into action. through naga city’s partnership with 
14 neighboring municipalities, collectively known 
as the Metro naga development council, the city 
government could access funds and implement the 
project on a basin-wide basis. equally important 
is the role of Metro naga in promoting balanced 
and sustainable growth within the area. national 
government also supported the implementation of 
mitigation measures by providing funds for large 
infrastructure projects.
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figure 3

naga city disaster Mitigation 
Project organizational functional 
chart
(Source: Naga City Disaster Mitigation Plan, ADPC, August 2001)

Naga City Disaster Mitigation Plan
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Figure 28:  Naga City Disaster Mitigation Project Organizational Functional Chart

Figure 55.  Naga City Disaster Mitigation Project Organizational Functional Chart 
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Bangladesh Develops Earthquake Contingency 
Plan

the comprehensive disaster Management Program 
implemented a project on “earthquake risk assessment 
and Preparedness in dhaka, chittagong and sylhet 
city corporation areas”. this is a long-term multi-
partner program led by the Ministry of food and 
disaster Management, and supported by the united 
nations development Programme, uK department 
for International development and the european 
commission.

cdMP commissioned adPc to provide technical 
support in earthquake risk assessment (the risk 
assessment process is described in Book 2.) Based 
on the earthquake risk scenarios created, a national-
level contingency plan, three city-level plans, and nine 
agency-level contingency plans were developed to 
complement each other.  figure 4 shows the plans and 
their links with each other.
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contingency planning facilitates rapid emergency response 
by allowing stakeholders to:

 consider the likely consequences of an emergency 
before it occurs

 Identify the key resources, both human and physical, 
that will be available to respond to the emergency

 agree upon procedures and responsibilities of each 
government agency/department and private/non-
governmental organization in order to promote 
efficiency and the optimal use of resources, and avoid 
duplication

 strengthen the capacity of the emergency response 
team in advance

 Put in place institutional and coordinating mechanisms 
so that the contingency plan can be implemented 
effectively in an emergency.

In this case, the Inter-agency standing committee ‘cluster’ 
approach was used as a framework for developing the 
contingency plans. launched in 2005, the cluster approach 
aims to address gaps in response and enhance the quality 
of humanitarian assistance by strengthening partnerships 
and coordination between different organizations with a 
mandate to respond to disasters, including un agencies, 
the red cross/red crescent movement and ngos. It 
clarifies the division of labor among organizations, and 
defines their roles and responsibilities within the different 
sectors of the response.

figure 4
disaster Management Planning 
framework in Bangladesh
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the nine clusters are:

 overall command and coordination
 search, rescue and evacuation
 health
 relief services (food, nutrition, etc.)
 shelter (including camp 

management)
 Water supply, sanitation and 

hygiene
 restoration of urban services
 transport (road, rail, air, sea)
 security and Welfare

In developing the contingency 
plans, the roles and responsibilities 
of individual agencies within each 
functional cluster before, during and 
after earthquakes were determined. 
In addition, the lead agency and 
support agencies for each cluster were 
identified.

furthermore, adPc and partners used 
gIs technology for spatial planning 
to enhance the contingency planning 
process. they mapped the location of 
evacuation shelters, emergency supplies 
and medical facilities, and the routes 
for evacuation.

the Planning Process

to develop the earthquake contingency Plan, a core team was 
formed to start up the process, get stakeholders involved and 
facilitate their participation, and compile input from different 
stakeholders into the plan.  figure 4 shows 

a roundtable meeting attended by heads of relevant government 
ministries and agencies was organized to obtain their commitment 
by nominating focal points to participate in sector working groups 
to develop the contingency plan.
 
to develop, review and endorse the national contingency plan, 
the core team organized two stakeholder workshops at the 
national level involving representatives from different sectors. 
un agencies and international ngos were also involved in the 
process.

at the city level in chittagong, dhaka and sylhet, stakeholder 
workshops were organized to prepare the city-level contingency 
plan based on the national-level contingency plan and results of 
the risk assessment.

at the agency level, a contingency Planning committee was 
established within each agency to lead the contingency planning 
process, and to distribute a questionnaire to assess the capacity of 
the different agencies for emergency response.
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all completed planning documents were forwarded 
to the Ministry of food and disaster Management 
for adoption. these included earthquake 
contingency plans for the following entities:

 Bangladesh

cities
 chittagong city
 dhaka city
 sylhet city

designated first responders
 armed forces division
 directorate general of health services
 directorate of relief and rehabilitation
 disaster Management Bureau
 fire service and civil defence

utilities and lifelines service providers
 Bangladesh telecommunications company ltd.
 dhaka Power distribution company ltd.
 dhaka Water supply and sewerage authority
 titas gas transmission and distribution company 

ltd.

at the same time, a number of disaster-related 
awareness raising and training events were organized 
for various stakeholders including decision makers 
and planners, schoolchildren and teachers, religious 
leaders, masons and bar-binders, and managers of 
critical facilities.

these events aimed to promote the development of 
an informed citizenry who are knowledgeable about 
their vulnerability to earthquake hazards and the 
options for reducing their risks - creating an advocacy 
group that will support plan implementation.

city-level stakeholders responsible for implementing 
the earthquake contingency plan conducted tabletop 
emergency response simulation exercises.
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Sri Lanka Provides an Enabling 
Environment for Disaster Risk Reduction at 
the Local Level

on 18 december 2009, the government of sri lanka 
issued a gazette with the revised national Policy on 
local government. the policy officially mandates 
local governments to manage disaster risk, and 
states that a capacity development strategy for local 
government will be developed to ensure that officials 
are adequately equipped with the skills required 
including participatory planning (see Box 5). this is a 
breakthrough.



41

Box 5

Extracts from the National Policy on Local Government

4.1.4.8 the Policy considers the preservation and improvement of physical environment, of the area of 
jurisdiction, is the responsibility of the local government authority, and thus, environment and hazard 
parameters should receive highest consideration in local planning.

4.1.4.9 the Policy shall also ensure that, as the planning authority of the area of jurisdiction, the local authority 
shall be pro-actively involved in disaster preparation, mitigation and management within the overall district 
framework for disaster management. obtaining technical guidance and assistance from related Ministries and 
allied technical authorities, the local authority shall identify the disaster-prone areas, potential disaster-risks and 
hazards and formulate a comprehensive, area-specific plan of action based on locally identified strategies and 
rapid response systems, having regard to the policy and operational guidelines issued for the purpose as per the 
disaster Management act.

4.4.2.3 similarly, at the local government level, planning attention and care will be given to address the needs of 
women, children, and socially dependent and vulnerable populations such as the marginalized and semi-abled.

4.6.2.2 the Ministry will establish a national strategy on local government capacity development that will place 
emphasis on planned development of local government capacity. emphasis will be placed on skills development 
of local government personnel, by networking the training institutions, technical agencies universities, 
local government experts and the academia specialized in local governance and participatory planning and 
development.



Conclusion
the drr plan is complete. now what do we do?

the planning team/committee could work with 
senior-level government officials to begin integrating 
or ‘mainstreaming’ the newly adopted risk reduction 
goals and actions into the general operations 
of relevant government agencies and partner 
organizations (see Book 4).

at a practical level, a city can implement risk 
reduction projects more quickly and effectively by 
working within existing administrative mechanisms. 
for example, the department of Public Works could 
adopt more rigorous procedures for inspecting and 
cleaning debris from streams and ditches. Instead 
of cleaning only after storms or complaints from 
citizens, the department could require inspections of 
streams and ditches at least bi-annually.

More broadly, mainstreaming ensures that 
development programs and projects are disaster 
resilient. It also makes sure that programs 
and projects do not exacerbate vulnerability. 
Mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into 
development is an essential part of making cities and 
communities sustainable.
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Annex
HFA Priorities and their Indicators for Local Authorities and Communities

HFA 
Priority

Task
indicators

M
ak
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g 

d
is
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te

r 
ri

sk
 

re
du

ct
io

n 
a 

Pr
io

rit
y

engage in multi-stakeholder dialogue to establish 
foundations for drr

a local/city multi-sector platform for drr is functioning
Political commitment

create or strengthen mechanisms for systematic 
coordination for drr

community participation and decentralized functions are ensured 
throughout the local authority

assess and develop the institutional basis for drr
Policy instruments and tools to support national institutional and legal 

frameworks
legal and regulatory system

Prioritize drr and allocate appropriate resources
dedicated and adequate resources are available to implement drr 

activities within the local authority

Id
en

tif
y,

 a
ss

es
s 

an
d 

M
on

ito
r 

d
is

as
te

r 
ri

sk
s 

an
d 

en
ha
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rly

 W
ar

ni
ng

establish an initiative for community risk 
assessment to combine with country assessments

local risk assessments based on hazard data and vulnerability are 
available and utilized

review the availability of risk-related information 
and the capacities for data collection and use

local/city and community systems

assess capacities and strengthen early warning 
systems

local warning system for major hazards

develop communication and dissemination 
mechanisms for disaster risk information and early 
warning

local/city disaster-related activities to monitor regional/trans-boundary 
risks

good coordination between the scientific functions and the emergency 
functions of government

Bu
ild

in
g 

a 
c
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re
 o

f 
sa

fe
ty

 a
nd

 r
es

ili
en

ce

develop a program to raise awareness of drr 
consistent with that of the country

effective program or strategy for public awareness and skills 
development

develop of utilize drr training for key sectors 
based on identified priorities

availability of education material and relevant training on drr
skills, knowledge, attitudes and motivation

enhance the compilation, dissemination and use of 
drr information

access to information management and sharing on disasters
documentation on multiple risk assessments and disaster experiences, 

especially lessons learned
access to multiple resourcs
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environment: Incorporate drr in environmental 
management

Policy, planning, operational interface between and among drr, 
environmental management and climate change issues

social needs: establish mechanisms for increasing 
resilience of the poor and the most vulnerable

linkages between policy, institutional and operational approach to 
social development and disaster risk management structures and 
approaches

commitment to ensuring health and well-being: integration of drr in 
health and food policies

Physical planning: establish measures to 
incorporate drr in urban planning and land use 
planning

existence of appropriate codes and standards for buildings and land use 
planning, with effective compliance structures and mechanisms

risk-sensitive development planning and implementation

structure: strengthen mechanisms for improved 
building safety and protection of critical facilities

economic development: stimulate drr activities in 
production and service sectors

Policy for and implementation of drr as part of economic development

financial/economic instruments: create 
opportunities for private sector involvement in drr

disaster recovery: develop a recovery planning 
process that incorporates drr

recovery plan
use of collaborative instrument and mechanisms to reinforce and 

sustain mitigation and preparedness measures
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review disaster preparedness capacities and 
mechanisms

strong policy, technical and institutional capacities and mechanisms for 
disaster risk management at the local/city level

strengthen planning and programming for disaster 
preparedness

disaster preparedness plans and contingency plans are in place at 
the local/city and community levels, and regular training drills and 
rehearsals are held to test and develop local/city disaster response 
programs

Integration with emergency response and recovery
Procedures are in place to exchange relevant information during hazard 

events and disasters, and to undertake post-even reviews
local/city government and community have capacity to deal with 

disaster recovery
the role of communities and volunteers is recognized while principles 

of accountability of local/city government and other stakeholders are 
adopted
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glossary

adaptation - the adjustment in natural or human 
systems in response to actual or expected climatic 
stimuli or
their effects, which moderates harm or exploits 
beneficial opportunities.

capacity - a combination of all the strengths and 
resources available within a community, society or 
organization that can reduce the level of risk, or the 
effects of a disaster. capacity may include physical, 
institutional, social or economic means as well 
as skilled personal or collective attributes such as 
leadership and management. capacity may also be 
described as capability.

climate change - the Inter-governmental Panel on 
climate change defines climate change as: “a change 
in the state of the climate that can be identified 
(e.g., by using statistical tests) by changes in the 
mean and/or the variability of its properties, and that 
persists for an extended period, typically decades 
or longer. climate change may be due to natural 
internal processes or external forcings, or to persistent 
anthropogenic changes in the composition of the 
atmosphere or in land use.”

Note: All definitions provided in this series of “Urban Governance 
and Community Resilience Guides,” are the terminology 
promoted by the UNISDR in 2009, unless otherwise stated.

disaster - a serious disruption of the functioning of a 
community or a society causing widespread human, 
material, economic or environmental losses which 
exceed the ability of the affected community or society 
to cope using its own resources.

disaster risk Management - the systematic process 
of using administrative decisions, organization, 
operational skills and capacities to implement policies, 
strategies and coping capacities of the society and 
communities to lessen the impacts of natural hazards 
and related environmental and technological disasters. 
this comprises all forms of activities, including 
structural and non-structural measures to avoid 
(prevention) or to limit (mitigation and preparedness) 
adverse effects of hazards.

disaster risk reduction - the conceptual framework of 
elements considered with the possibilities to minimize 
vulnerabilities and disaster risks throughout a society, 
to avoid (prevention) or to limit (mitigation and 
preparedness) the adverse impacts of hazards, within 
the broad context of sustainable development.

exposure - People, property, systems, or other 
elements present in hazard zones that are thereby 
subject to potential losses.



hazard - a potentially damaging physical event, 
phenomenon or human activity that may cause the 
loss of life or injury, property damage, social and 
economic disruption or environmental degradation.

Mitigation - structural and non-structural measures 
undertaken to limit the adverse impact of natural 
hazards, environmental degradation and technological 
hazards.

Preparedness - activities and measures taken in 
advance to ensure effective response to the impact of 
hazards, including the issuance of timely and effective 
early warnings and the temporary evacuation of 
people and property from threatened locations.

Prevention - activities to provide outright avoidance of 
the adverse impact of hazards and means to minimize 
related environmental, technological and biological 
disasters. depending on social and technical feasibility 
and cost/benefit considerations, investing in preventive 
measures is justified in areas frequently affected by 
disasters. In the context of public awareness and 
education, related to disaster risk reduction changing 
attitudes and behavior contribute to promoting a 
‘culture of prevention’.

recovery - decisions and actions taken after a disaster 
with a view to restoring or improving the pre-disaster 
living conditions of the stricken community, while 
encouraging and facilitating necessary adjustments 
to reduce disaster risk. recovery (rehabilitation and 
reconstruction) affords an opportunity to develop and 
apply disaster risk reduction measures. 

response - the provision of assistance or intervention 
during or immediately after a disaster to meet the 
life preservation and basic subsistence needs of those 
people affected. It can be of an immediate, short-
term, or protracted duration.

risk - the probability of harmful consequences, or 
expected losses (deaths, injuries, property, livelihoods, 
economic activity disrupted or environment damaged) 
resulting from interactions between natural or human-
induced hazards and vulnerable conditions.

Vulnerability - the conditions determined by physical, 
social, economic, and environmental factors or 
processes, which increase the susceptibility of a 
community to the impact of hazards.



About the guidebooks

recognizing the important role local governments can play in reducing disaster risks, the asian disaster 
Preparedness center has developed a series of “urban governance and community resilience guides” to guide 
local governments in understanding disaster risks in the locality and in identifying measures to enhance their 
citizens’ safety.

the intention is not to develop a technical guide, but rather to raise awareness of the challenges local 
governments face in reducing disaster risks. these guidebooks offer essential tools and possible solutions to 
make that will help local governments to make effective decisions.

the series, comprised of four guidebooks, is designed in such a way that they can be used as self-study material 
by individual readers, as a resource for participants in a training course or program, or as a reference for 
government officials. each guidebook is a standalone book as well as linked to the others. effort has been made 
in each guidebook to link with discussions in the other guidebooks in the series.

each guidebook contains case studies and questions that are designed to enable readers or trainees to think 
reflectively on the concepts and issues presented, and draw on their own experience to benchmark the content. 
the aim is to make the content as closely relevant to their work experience as possible, and to enable readers to 
link the knowledge gained to their own experience in order to solve problems.

the first guidebook provides the basics of disaster risk management.  subsequent guidebooks in this series serve 
to provide the ‘how-to’ of disaster risk management. the topics include essential tools, good practices and step-
by-step guides that are vital to the successful implementation of risk reduction projects in urban communities.



ADPC resources on mainstreaming 
DRR into local governance
RCC Working Paper, “Mainstreaming Disaster Risk 

Reduction: A Road Towards Sustainable Urban 
Development and Creating Safer Urban Communities,”: 
[URL]

Webpage on PROMISE country demonstration projects 
on mainstreaming DRR into local governance: http://
www.adpc.net/v2007/Programs/UDRM/PROMISE/
PROGRAM%20COMPONENTS/Component3/
Component3.asp

Regional Course on Mainstreaming Disaster Risk Reduction 
into Local Governance: http://www.adpc.net/v2007/
Programs/UDRM/PROGRAMS%20&%20PROJECTS/
CAPACITY%20BUILDING/TRAINING/05GDRR.asp

PROMISE
The development of the guidebook series was supported by 
the Program for Hydro-Meteorological Disaster Mitigation in 
Secondary Cities in Asia (PROMISE). PROMISE ran from 2005 
to 2010, with city demonstration projects in Bangladesh 
(Chittagong and Jamalpur), Indonesia (Jakarta), Pakistan 
(Hyderabad), the Philippines (Dagupan and Pasig), Sri Lanka 
(Kalutara and Matara), and Viet Nam (Da Nang). Support 
came from the local governments of each city, and from the 
Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance of the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID/OFDA). This paper was 
developed under the component “Regional Information and 
Networking.” Learn more about PROMISE at: http://www.
adpc.net/v2007/Programs/UDRM/PROMISE.

Book 1 demonstrates the potentially destructive 
impacts of various hazards and climate change 
on urban communities. It examines the causes of 
increasing urban risks, and stresses the urgency 
to act now in a collaborative and integrated 
manner involving all sectors of society. It shows the 
importance of understanding the unique conditions 
at the local level, and of harmonizing efforts over 
larger geographic areas.

Book 2 provides guidelines in selecting appropriate 
assessment methodologies to evaluate risks and 
support decision-making processes.

Book 3 outlines the planning process in managing 
urban disaster risks. this book focuses on the 
process of transforming the knowledge gained 
through various assessments into appropriate, 
effective and sustainable actions, towards safer 
urban communities.

Book 4 introduces the concept of ‘mainstreaming’ as 
the core framework for local government to reduce 
disaster risks. this guidebook demonstrates how to 
integrate the principles of disaster risk management 
into development goals, governance arrangements 
and action strategies.
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