
D
rought - February – August 1991

China - Jiangxi, H
unan provinces

D
eaths: 2,000

N
o. of A

ffected People: 5,000,000
Estim

ated Econom
ic 

D
am

age in U
S$ m

illion: N
.A

.W
ild fire - February 2009

A
ustralia - Victoria/N

ew
 South W

ales
D

eaths: 240
N

o. of A
ffected People: 32,070

D
am

age in U
S$ m

illion: 8,000

H
eat w

ave - August 2003
France - Paris
D

eaths: 19,490
N

o. of A
ffected People: N

.A
. 

Estim
ated Econom

ic 
D

am
age in U

S$ m
illion: 4,400

Tropical cyclone  - O
ctober 1998

H
onduras

Tegucigalpa and coastal area
D

eaths: 14,600
N

o. of A
ffected People: 2,112,000

Estim
ated Econom

ic 
D

am
age in U

S$ m
illion: 3,793.6

Volcanic eruption - June 1997
M

ontserrat - Plym
outh

D
eaths: 232

N
o. of A

ffected People: 4,000
Estim

ated Econom
ic 

D
am

age in U
S$ m

illion: 8

Flood/flashflood - D
ecem

ber 1999
Venezuela - Federal district Caracas
D

eaths: 19,000
N

o. of A
ffected People: 483,635

Estim
ated Econom

ic 
D

am
age in U

S$ m
illion: 3,160

Tsunam
i - D

ecem
ber 2004

Indonesia - Banda Aceh
D

eaths: 16,5708
N

o. of A
ffected People: 532,898

Estim
ated Econom

ic 
D

am
age in U

S$ m
illion: 4,451.6

1 Earthquake  - January 1995
Japan - Kobe-O

saka region
D

eaths: 6,434
Estim

ated Econom
ic 

D
am

age in U
S$ m

illion: 100,000

Landslide - Septem
ber 1995

India - Kulla (H
im

achal Pradesh)
D

eaths: 400
N

o. of A
ffected People: 1,100,000.

Estim
ated Econom

ic 
D

am
age in U

S$ m
illion: N

.A
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r c
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Sources: Centre for Research on Epidem
iology of D

isasters (CRED
) (2009); U

 S D
epartm

ent of the Interior, U
SG

S Fact Sheet FS 103 01. http://pubs.usgs.gov/fs/fs-0103-01/fs-0103-01.pdf

Source Japan: H
yogo Prefecture

N
ote: These figures often encom

pass urban areas outside the actual city boundaries up to entire regions.



Ten most populous cities and associated disaster risk

City
Population

(million)
Projections 

2010

Disaster risk

Earthquake Volcano Storms Tornado Flood Sturm surge

Tokyo 36.09 x x x x x

Mumbai 20.07 x x x x

São Paulo 19.58 x x

Mexico City 19.49 x x x

New York-
Newark 19.44 x x x

Delhi 17.02 x x x

Shanghai 15.79 x x x x

Kolkata 15.58 x x x x x

Buenos Aires 13.09 x x x

Jakarta 9.70 x x

Global trends in urbanization

Region
Urban population Percentage urban

1950 1975 2007 2025 2050 1950 1975 2007 2025 2050

World 737 1518 3294 4584 6398 29.1 37.3 49.4 57.2 69.6

More developed 
region 427 702 916 99 1071 52.5 67.0 74.4 79.0 86.0

Less developed 
region 310 817 2382 3590 5327 18.0 27.0 43.8 53.2 67.0

Africa 32 107 373 658 1233 14.5 25.7 38.7 47.2 61.8

Asia 237 574 1645 2440 3486 16.8 24.0 40.8 51.1 66.2

Europe 281 444 528 545 557 51.2 65.7 72.2 76.2 83.8

Latin America and 
the Carribean 69 198 448 575 683 41.4 61.1 78.3 83.5 88.7

North America 110 180 275 365 402 63.9 73.8 81.3 85.7 90.2

Oceania 8 13 24 27 31 62.0 71.5 70.5 71.9 76.4

NB: The term ‘urban agglomeration’ refers to the de facto population contained within the contours of a contiguous territory inhabited at urban density levels without regard 
to administrative boundaries. It usually incorporates the population in a city or town plus that in the sub-urban areas lying outside of but being adjacent to the city boundaries.

Source: World Urbanization Prospects: The 2007 Revision Population Database, http://esa.un.org/unup/index.asp?panel=6.
Example Tokyo: Greater Tokyo Area: 35.2 million, Tokyo Metropolitan Area: 13 million

Source: UN, 2008, pp5-6


