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Road Ahead
The Government  has drawn up

a comprehensive plan for the

restoration and development of the

coastal areas ravaged by tsunami. It

consists of several noteworthy

initiatives, which cover not only

physical components but also

addresses gaps in intangibles such as

disaster preparedness. The resolve of

the Government is to preserve and

strengthen the coastal habitat while

ensuring that the traditional rights of

the coastal population are not trampled

upon in any way. This is reflected in the

housing policy of the Government and

the plans to rebuild and enhance the

infrastructure of the coastal areas in a

holistic and eco-friendly manner.

The obvious corollary to catalyse

the economy and increase disaster

preparedness in the coastal areas would

be to restore the physical connectivity

and upgrade the fisheries

infrastructure. Lack or poor road

networks act as a drag on the economy

and prevent effective disaster response

during evacuation and rescue.

Therefore, the roads and bridges are

being completely restored. The coastal

economy is heavily dependent on

fishing and therefore the plan provides

for restoration of the fisheries

infrastructure including ports and

harbours which were decimated by the

tsunami. These initiatives will also

provide the much needed impetus to

the local economy resulting from

employment generation.

The Government of India has

announced plan for the setting up of a

Tsunami Warning Centre for India with

the latest technology.  This centre is

expected to trigger the response

mechanism at the State, district and

village levels. The State Government is

planning to extend the UNDP funded

Disaster Risk Management programme

which saved many lives in

Samiyarpettai to all the coastal areas

of Tamil Nadu. Exposure to such

training not only addresses the gaps in

capacity of the community to face

future disasters but also give them the

confidence to face mundane challenges

in their day to day lives while

improving  the  cohesiveness of the

local communities cutting across caste

and class lines.  Emergency Operation

Centres and Standard Operating

Procedures for districts will be part of

the requirement.
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The search for alternative

livelihoods has reached a crescendo

especially after the tsunami has

brought the risks involved in the

coastal life to the fore. This felt need

has become accentuated due to the

limited nature of the aquatic

resources. This has led younger

generations to aspire for vocations

that are not only different but also

provide for sustainable income

streams. The Government has

addressed this need in right earnest

and a dedicated programme of

alternative livelihoods is being rolled

out in consultation with the

communities. Recognizing the

advantages of group based activities,

special attention is being paid to

ensure that these opportunities are

also delivered through Self Help

Groups. It is expected that the coastal

economy supply chain will be

substantially altered after the

implementation of these schemes.

This will not only supplement the

income base but also provide for

substantive risk diversification

resulting freeing them from excessive

dependence on a single vocation.

Tsunami demonstrated the

effectiveness of natural protection
measures such as plantations,
mangroves and sand dunes in
protecting the coastal eco-system from
natural attacks. This has prompted the
Government to provide for the only
defence from natural calamities in its
programme — a comprehensive
shelterbelt programme in the coastal
areas.  Part of our inability to protect
ourselves from such shocks of nature
is our very little understanding of the
coastal habitat. Therefore, several
studies of the various aspects of the
coastal eco-system are being
undertaken to further our
understanding of the complexities of
nature and to undertake measures,
which will provide the requisite
protection and a sustainable habitat.  A
comprehensive Coastal Zone
Management Plan is being prepared
hopefully forming the basis for a

resurgent and safe coastal economy.

Tsunami was able to destroy our houses

and snuff the life out of a whole generation but it

was not able to subdue the spirit of the people

of Tamil Nadu. The Government is fully geared

to support the spirit of its people and provide

them with a secure and prosperous future.
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