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Education for Sustainability

UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (2005-2014, 
Secretariat: UNESCO)

Education for Sustainability is a lifelong learning process that leads 
to an informed and involved citizenry having the creative 
problem solving skills, scientific and social literacy, and 
commitment to engage in responsible individual and co-
operative actions. 

Education for Sustainability has the potential to serve as a tool for 
building stronger bridges between the classroom and business, 
and between schools and communities.

Education for CCA (Climate change adaptation) and DRR (disaster 
risk reduction) as a part of education for sustainability
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Education: the Key Lessons 

• It is essential, valued, welcomed and it works!

• However many governments give it a low profile

• Education and Training are costly, but yield rich 
dividends

• There is a lack of knowledge concerning the 
effectiveness of education and training
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“ Tell me, and I’ll forget

Show me, and I may remember

Involve me, and I will 

understand”

Anon 

Genuine Learning:  
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Source and Tools of Education

Person

Teacher

Family

Friends
Neighbor

Others 
(research worker etc.)

Books

Internet

Newspaper

TV

Self Education

Family Education

School Education
Community Education
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Steps of Knowledge and Education 
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Education

Perception

Preparedness

-60-70% students undergone disaster education
-70-80% students have higher risk perception
-30-40% are prepared

Results of Risk Perception of School Students in Japan
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Community & family play the most important role
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Enhancing Action

Listen Watch Do Talk

S1 S2 S3 S4 S5 S6 S7 S8 S9
S1
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Perception ○ ○

Deepening A ○ ○ ○ ○

Deepening B ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

Preparedness A ○ ○

Preparedness B ○ ○

Dissemination A ○ ○

Dissemination B ○ ○ ○ ○ ○

From realization to action, TALK has more impact.

Effectiveness:  [Talk]>[Do]>[Watch]>[Listen]
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Customizing HFA into Education Sectors 
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Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015
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PRIORITY 1: Developing institutional base for DRR in education 

PRIORITY 2: Identifying, assessing and monitoring disaster risks in the 

education sector

PRIORITY 3: Building a culture of safety through DRR education

PRIORITY 4: Reducing the underlying factors in the education sector

PRIORITY 5: Preparing for effective emergency response and recovery in 

education

Seeing Resilience Through an Education Lens
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Cascade model adopted to reach the lowest 
level of the pyramid

Approach
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Study through 

Lecture
Learn through 

Experience
Learn through 

Presentation

Purpose:

Understand about 

general knowledge 
(Mechanism of disaster, 

disaster history, past 

disaster etc.)

Tool:

Text book, Video, 

some document.

Implementer:

School teacher

Instructor etc…

Purpose:

Understand local issue, 

history and 

environment.

Tool:

Town Watching

Interview 

Visit to Museum

Disaster drill

Implementer:

Specialist
High experience person

Purpose:

Understand own 

issue.

Make action plan

Tool:

Some WS tool

Implementer:

Student

individual
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1 year program
2 Levels 

3 types of hazards 
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KIDA Model of Education 

Action 

Desire

Interest

Knowledge
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Places of Education 

Home

SchoolCommunity

Students
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Understanding about 

region and environment, 

land slide and role of 

forest.

Build up network in 

Community

Community

School

Mountain Watching

Understanding about 

region and environment, 

Flood disaster and 

Earthquake disaster.

Build up network in 

Community

Community

School

Town Watching

Understanding about 

region and environment, 

Tsunami, storm surge and 

role of forest.

Build up network in 

Community

Community

School

Coastal Watching

Understanding of River Basin

Framework of Neighborhood Watching
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www.auedm.net 

Higher Education
University Network

(17 universities from 15 countries)  

Climate Change Adaptation 
As the key common theme
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www.iedm.ges.kyoto-u.ac.jp

www.auedm.net 


