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People with DisabilitiesPeople with Disabilities

People with Disabilities today represent:People with Disabilities today represent:

over 10% in the world (about 650 million of people) over 10% in the world (about 650 million of people) 

15% of the EU population15% of the EU population

around 10% in Greecearound 10% in Greece



Source: “Building for everyone - the Disabled and the built environment in Sweden” –
Mats Beckman, Stockholm, March 1976

Earthquake Protection PolicyEarthquake Protection Policy
for everyonefor everyone……



People with DisabilitiesPeople with Disabilities

“Persons with disabilities have the right to live 
independently and participate fully in all aspects 

of life on an equal basis with others in information,
communications and other services, including 
electronic services and emergency services.”

(Source: Article 9.1, UN convention on the rights of persons with disabilities)

……ttells what ells what states shall dostates shall do,, indicates what indicates what all should doall should do



Greece Greece -- EarthquakesEarthquakes

Every part of our country Every part of our country 
has been effected by a has been effected by a 
strong earthquake in the strong earthquake in the 
historical timeshistorical times

Greece is one of the most Greece is one of the most 
seismically active seismically active 

countries of the worldcountries of the world



Earthquake Planning and Earthquake Planning and 
Protection Organization (E.P.P.O.)Protection Organization (E.P.P.O.)

E.P.P.O. is the compentent authority E.P.P.O. is the compentent authority 
for for processing and planningprocessing and planning thethe
earthquake protectionearthquake protection policy policy –– in in 
accordance to governmental accordance to governmental 
directions directions –– as well as as well as coordinatingcoordinating
the public and private resources for the public and private resources for 
the implementation of this policythe implementation of this policy

One of the main actions: One of the main actions: 
is is thethe information and the information and the 
education education of the greek of the greek 
peoplepeople on seismic on seismic 
protection issuesprotection issues



Education Education –– Disaster ReductionDisaster Reduction

Disasters can be substantially reduced if people are 
well informed and motivated towards a culture of 
disaster prevention and resilience, which in turn 

requires the collection, compilation and 
dissemination of relevant knowledge and information 

on hazards, vulnerabilities and capacities



E.P.P.O. E.P.P.O. –– People with DisabilitiesPeople with Disabilities

1. Research 1. Research 

2. Textbook: 2. Textbook: ““Learning about earthquakes Learning about earthquakes 
and Earthquake Protection Measures and Earthquake Protection Measures ––
Guidelines for People with DisabilitiesGuidelines for People with Disabilities””

3. Dissemination of the information and 3. Dissemination of the information and 
knowledge (lectures, seminars, e.t.c.)knowledge (lectures, seminars, e.t.c.)

4. Education 4. Education -- Earthquake Drills Earthquake Drills 

Working towards disability equality Working towards disability equality -- actionsactions



Medium
8%

Low
19%

Very Low 
38%

None
35%

1. Research  1. Research  
Level of Knowledge of People with Disabilities for Level of Knowledge of People with Disabilities for 
EEarthquakearthquakess and and PProtection rotection MMeasures easures 



1. Research1. Research
People with DisabilitiesPeople with Disabilities who have been informed who have been informed 
about Earthquakeabout Earthquake PProtection rotection MMeasures easures 

Informed
19%

Not 
informed

81%



2. Research2. Research
People with DisabilitiesPeople with Disabilities who have been taking who have been taking 
part to Earthquake Drillspart to Earthquake Drills

Taking part
12%

Not taking part
88%



2.2.ΤΤhe Textbookhe Textbook……

addresses the People with Disabilitiesaddresses the People with Disabilities

is divided into two partsis divided into two parts::
information about earthquake information about earthquake 

earthquake protection measuresearthquake protection measures

specific guidelines for each type       specific guidelines for each type       
of disability are marked differentlyof disability are marked differently



Types of DisabilitiesTypes of Disabilities

Mobility impairmentsMobility impairments

Cognitive impairments Cognitive impairments –– Speech Speech 
Communication impairmentsCommunication impairments

Visual impairmentsVisual impairments//BlindnessBlindness

HearingHearing impairmentsimpairments//DeafnessDeafness

2. 2. ΤΤhe Textbookhe Textbook……



3. Information 3. Information -- knowledgeknowledge

E.P.P.O.E.P.P.O.
is programming is programming seminars seminars –– workshops and workshops and 
training courses to students, teachers and training courses to students, teachers and 
educators in Special schools educators in Special schools 
is planning to set up specific is planning to set up specific 
leaflets for each disabilityleaflets for each disability



3. Information 3. Information -- knowledgeknowledge

The whole textbookThe whole textbook
has been translated to has been translated to BrailleBraille language and to language and to 
audio messageaudio message for MP4 players, for MP4 players, 
is under the translation procedure to is under the translation procedure to signsign
language for people with auditory disabilities language for people with auditory disabilities 



3. Information 3. Information -- knowledgeknowledge

The whole textbookThe whole textbook
is scheduled to be translated in is scheduled to be translated in MakatonMakaton and and 
EasyEasy--toto--Read, Read, both areboth are languages for people languages for people 
with cognitive disabilitieswith cognitive disabilities
has been already uploaded on the web in has been already uploaded on the web in 
several sitesseveral sites

ΠηγαίνωΠηγαίνω ΚάτωΚάτω απόαπό ΓερόΓερό ΤραπέζιΤραπέζι



4. Education 4. Education -- Earthquake DrillsEarthquake Drills

Many earthquake drills Many earthquake drills have tohave to be taken be taken 
place, for each type of disability, in order place, for each type of disability, in order 
people with disabilities to:people with disabilities to:

act correctly and instinctively in case of a act correctly and instinctively in case of a 
real earthquakereal earthquake

identify gaps and challengesidentify gaps and challenges

And for E.P.P.O., these drills help toAnd for E.P.P.O., these drills help to
form a seismic culture in Greeceform a seismic culture in Greece
further the earthquakefurther the earthquake--disaster reductiondisaster reduction



BEFOREBEFORE the earthquakethe earthquake

DURING DURING the earthquakethe earthquake

AFTERAFTER the earthquakethe earthquake

Earthquake Protection Measures Earthquake Protection Measures 
for everyonefor everyone……



BEFORE the earthquakeBEFORE the earthquake

To cope with a destructive earthquake To cope with a destructive earthquake 
having the minimum effects to ourselveshaving the minimum effects to ourselves
and to our environment and to our environment 
and to recover easy after itand to recover easy after it

Be preparedBe prepared



DURING the earthquakeDURING the earthquake
Main guidelineMain guideline

DROP to the groundDROP to the ground

TAKE COVER by getting TAKE COVER by getting 
under a sturdy table under a sturdy table 

HOLD ON until the shaking HOLD ON until the shaking 
stopsstops

If there isnIf there isn’’t a table or desk near you, t a table or desk near you, 
cover your head with your handscover your head with your hands



AFTER the earthquakeAFTER the earthquake

EvacuationEvacuation to an to an 
openopen--predefined predefined 
placeplace



Education Education -- Earthquake DrillsEarthquake Drills



Education Education -- Earthquake DrillsEarthquake Drills



Education Education -- Earthquake DrillsEarthquake Drills
EvacuationEvacuation



In small ages and in multiIn small ages and in multi--disabilities cases disabilities cases 

Education Education -- Earthquake DrillsEarthquake Drills



Education Education -- Earthquake DrillsEarthquake Drills



Future Planning & ConsiderationsFuture Planning & Considerations……

E.P.P.O.E.P.P.O. is proposing to become is proposing to become 
obligatory the implementation of obligatory the implementation of 
earthquake drills at Special schoolsearthquake drills at Special schools

All the actions have to be oriented to All the actions have to be oriented to 
strength earthquake preparedness for strength earthquake preparedness for 
having effective response at all levelshaving effective response at all levels

All people with disabilities get a culture of All people with disabilities get a culture of 
safety and earthquake resiliencesafety and earthquake resilience



Thank you very muchThank you very much
for your attentionfor your attention……

Chrysa GountromichouChrysa Gountromichou
Geologist, MSc  Geologist, MSc  

email: email: cgountro@oasp.grcgountro@oasp.gr

http://www.oasp.grhttp://www.oasp.gr


