SRSA overview course on 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION, RESPONSE AND RECOVERY

November 20th - 28th 2008
The Swedish Rescue Services Agency (SRSA) in close cooperation with ISDR
, IFRC
, UNDP
, CADRI
 and OCHA
, is offering an overview course on Disaster Risk Reduction, Response and Recovery
BACKGROUND

January 1, 2006, the Government of Sweden mandated SRSA to increase its impact in capacity development for Disaster Risk Reduction. Within the framework of capacity development for Disaster Risk Reduction, Response and Recovery, SRSA applies a pragmatic approach focusing on implementing projects with partners in disaster-prone countries. Building on an established network of partners and a reputation of being practical and needs driven, SRSA intends to contribute to the Swedish efforts to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action by spreading an awareness of a holistic approach to Disaster Risk Reduction, Response and Recovery to SRSA and partner personnel.
PURPOSE

The purpose of the course is to contribute to the participants’ ability to understand and work with factors and the various constituencies involved in disaster risk reduction, response and recovery. The course covers an overview of the issues involved in a holistic approach in reducing disaster risks, and responding to and recovering from disasters.
TARGET GROUPS

The course is intended for SRSA staff and roster personnel working in disaster risk reduction, response or recovery projects. Staff from international agencies and national authorities or organisations related to disaster risk reduction, response or recovery is welcome to apply. Therefore, the background of the participants will vary. The course will take a maximum of 24 people. SRSA works towards gender-balanced participation in all courses, and therefore urges female candidates to apply. 
QUALIFICATIONS RECOMMENDED

Participants are expected to have experience in various professional disciplines related to disaster risk reduction, response or recovery, or equivalent qualifications. 
OBJECTIVES

The course will improve the participants’ ability to understand and work with factors regarding disaster risk reduction, response and recovery. In this context, disasters are foremost caused by sudden-onset natural hazards. It emphasizes the importance of a holistic approach to disaster-related projects by considering different aspects of disasters when designing and implementing projects and systems pertaining to disasters. The course will improve the participant’s understanding of key terms and practices in disaster risk reduction, response and recovery and their ability to work effectively in disaster related contexts. The course intends to raise awareness of existing and emerging tools for improved disaster risk reduction, response and recovery. 
After the course the participants will:

· understand terminology, concepts and trends in disaster risk reduction, response and recovery. 

· be aware of different stakeholders and their perspectives and objectives related to disaster risk reduction, response and recovery.

· be sensitive to the cross-cutting issues in disaster risk reduction, response and recovery. 

· identify different types of hazards, vulnerabilities and capacities related to disaster risk reduction, response and recovery. 

· explain the basics of risk analysis and evaluation.
· provide examples of measures to avoid or limit disaster risks.
· describe different types of preparedness measures.
· understand the main sectors for intervention and relevant activities for effective response to disasters.

· recognize the main activities and critical elements for recovery.
· be able to identify tools in planning and implementing disaster risk reduction, response and recovery activities.

· appreciate the concept of a holistic approach to disaster risk reduction. 

· identify some good and bad practices in disaster risk reduction.

· recognize the linkages between DRR and development and the importance of mainstreaming DRR in development.
TEACHING STRATEGIES

The course is divided into lectures, group discussions and exercises. Exercises will include case studies bases on actual events involving different hazards in different contexts. The training is based on a high degree of participant involvement. During the course, the participants are expected to actively take part in plenary and group discussions and share their experience with each other.
COURSE LANGUAGE

The course language is English. Working documents and handouts will be in English. 

COST

The course is free of charge to SRSA personnel and international agency staff; this includes lectures, literature, board and lodging. Travel and salary will also be paid for SRSA personnel. Other participants must meet any additional costs themselves (e.g. travelling to and from Revinge).
LOCATION

The course will be held at the SRSA College in Revinge, Sweden.
PRACTICAL ISSUES

Lectures will be held between 08:15 and 17:00; lunch and refreshment breaks are included. A number of evenings will be used for course activities. The program also includes dinner and social activities. 

The application deadline is September 15th 2008. Further information about the course and preparatory materials will be sent out to accepted applicants.

POINTS OF CONTACT

Maja Herstad
Strategic Coordinator
Swedish Rescue Services Agency, International Department

E-mail: maja.herstad@srv.se
Mobile phone : +46 76 134 88 02
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