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Honourable Ministers, Provincial and Atoll Officials, Representatives of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, Colleagues, Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen! 
It is a profound truism that Human Development is about creating an environment in which people are provided the opportunity to develop their full potential and lead productive, creative lives in accordance with their needs and interests. To quote Mahbub ul Haq, the Founder of the Human Development Report:
"The basic purpose of development is to enlarge people's choices … to create an enabling environment for people to enjoy long, healthy and creative lives."
This way of looking at development is not new. From time immemorial, men of wisdom and vision have emphasized human wellbeing as the purpose, the end of development. As Aristotle the ancient Greek philosopher said:

 “Wealth is evidently not the good we are seeking ... it is merely useful for the sake of something else.”

In the pursuit of “that something else”, it is argued that human development shares a common vision with human rights. The goal is human freedom. And in pursuing capabilities and realizing rights, this freedom is vital. People must be free to exercise their choices and to 
participate in decision-making that affects their lives. Human development and human rights therefore reinforce each other, helping to secure the well-being and dignity of all people, building self-respect and the respect of others. 

And that, Ladies and Gentlemen, is why I am extremely delighted and feel privileged to have been invited, in the absence of Patrice Coeur-Bizot, the UN Resident Coordinator, to deliver a message on behalf of the UNCT at the opening of this very important Consultative Leadership Workshop; an event which is an integral part of the process of formulating a Strategic National Action Plan for Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation, SNAP, in the Maldives.
The pursuit of human development and human wellbeing are very fundamental aspects of the mandate of the UN. But these are only guaranteed in circumstances of assured human security. Indeed, disasters, both natural and man-made, and global environmental change pose significant risks and challenges to the realization of these goals – for they restrict rather than enlarge choices. And more than that, only in states which guarantee human freedom, are people free to exercise their choices.
So that in agreeing to this process, the SNAP, the Government of the Republic of the Maldives signals to its people and the wider global community yet again its commitment to smart growth and development for the benefit of all citizens. That it seeks to empower citizens to be involved in the decision-making process. And that it embraces a collaborative approach inviting all to work together for responsible development and sustainable use of the natural resources.

At its very core, this is what the national strategy for disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation is all about: putting on a much more secure basis the lives, livelihoods and wellbeing of the people of the Maldives.
Ladies and Gentlemen, you could well understand then why the UN system has been so forthcoming and supportive of this particular initiative. Why too the UN agencies have been so active, working with the several arms of government in the aftermath of the December 2004 tsunami, to enhance levels of disaster preparedness, improve disaster risk mitigation and reduction measures, including climate change adaptation. For if nothing else, we learned that the risks are real!
UN-supported programmes have focussed on strengthening resilience by creating the necessary enabling policy environment; assisting in mainstreaming climate change into national and sectoral priorities, policies and plans; improving coping strategies and skills; building institutional capacity and creating higher levels of awareness and understanding in the population at large.

Permit me to highlight just a few of the key initiatives to date:
· UNDP – assistance in the formulation of plans to address vulnerability, mitigation and adaptation to climate change (National Adaptation Programme of Action); enhancing related capacities (National Capacity Self Assessment for implementing international obligations); mainstreaming biodiversity conservation in national and sectoral policies; supporting disaster preparedness and risk reduction efforts from national to community levels; developing national policies (Solid Waste Management, Energy).
· UNICEF – supporting heightened awareness of environmental issues countrywide, particularly among young people, instilling responsible attitudes to the environment at an early age and creating a generation of advocates by promoting and expanding environmental educational activities in schools and communities; ensuring full incorporation of an Environmental Toolkit into the national Environmental Studies curriculum; also ensuring sustainable management of water.
· WHO – providing technical support for improving water supply (development of a Water Master Plan, rain water harvesting) and drinking quality; training (Environmental Health  Impact Assessment, safe handling/disposal of garage waste chemicals, disaster preparedness in schools, fire and rescue and evacuation protocols, safe hospital during emergencies).
· UNEP – assistance in developing environmental policies (National Environment Action Plan IV).

· OHCHR – supporting advocacy on human rights dimension of climate change.
· UNISDR – collaborating in addressing disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation (SNAP)
Notwithstanding the range and depth of the existing cooperation between the UN system and the Government of Maldives, there is recognition of a need for stronger coordination both between the UN and the several governmental agencies and amongst the agencies themselves. But the evidence is cogent and compelling that the UN-supported initiatives are relevant and congruent with existing Government national development priorities, and too, that the commitment to continue and indeed strengthen UN-GOM linkages in the areas of disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation remains strong on both sides.
Amartya Sen, the renowned Indian Economics Nobel Laureate said: 

“Development cannot be divorced from ecological and environmental concerns. Indeed, important components of human freedoms – and crucial ingredients of our quality of life – are thoroughly dependent on the integrity of the environment.”

If we understand and accept Professor Sen’s message, then we must know that all things connect – the social, the economic, the ecological, the environmental, the political. Therefore we must seek to address issues like disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation not as 
a package of disconnected, if well-intentioned activities, but in a holistic manner within the framework and understanding of sustainable development, responsible development, smart development. 
For the Maldives, as indeed for all countries, this means we need to break down the barriers that inhibit dialogue and partnering across the several agencies of the state – the Ministries and departments; the central and local government authorities – and between the public and private sectors and civil society. We must speak and act the mantra of Coordination, Cooperation , Collaboration and not Compartmentalization ! This is a lesson I draw from my own personal experience as a leader/manager in the public service of a small island developing state in the Caribbean. 

In short, we need to look at these issues through the lens of One Planet, One World, One Maldives and perhaps most critically, ONE CHANCE. And the time is now!
In conclusion, I wish to openly declare that the UN system stands ready to support the Government of the Maldives as it confronts the challenges to its very survivability posed by potentially devastating impact of disasters and climate change. To this we commit, as development partners, within the framework of a joint concern for the wellbeing of all Maldivians.

Thank you!

