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SE Presidency Disaster Prevention Workshop     
Date and location

The workshop will be held from the 27th to the 29th of July, 2009 at the Scandic Hasselbacken Hotel on the doorstep of the Djurgården Royal Park, situated in central Stockholm. 
Programme
Monday 27th July 

19.30 Welcome and get-together mingle at the Scandic Hasselbacken Hotel. 

Tuesday 28th July 

Coffee and tea from 09.00

9.30-12.00 Plenary session and group photo

12-13.30 Lunch

13.30-15.30 Parallel working groups, Session 1

15.30-16.00 Coffee and Tea

16.00-18.00 Parallel working groups, Session 2

20.00–23.00 Dinner at Hogloftet, Skansen, just a short walk from the Scandic Hasselbacken Hotel
Wednesday 29th July 

Plenary session and summing up

09.00-10-00 Summary in parallel working groups

10.00 Coffee and Tea

10.30 Presentation of outcome and concluding remarks

12.30 Lunch

13.00 – Buses to Stockholm C and Bromma Airport
Workshop objectives and output

The aim of the workshop  is to bring forward the policy debate following the presentation by the European Commission of the “Communication from the European Commission to the Council and the Parliament on a European Community approach on the prevention of natural and man-made disasters” (COM(2009)82).  

In addition the objective of the workshop is to identify how Member States can contribute to an EU added value for disaster prevention activities. To this end the conference will contribute to:

· Promote a safer and more resilient Europe by developing the contours of a common methodological framework, including guidelines and best practices, for disaster prevention and risk management. 

· Present good examples from the Member States about disaster prevention strategies.

· Promote continued cooperation between agencies, organisations and networks in the Member States of the European Union, to enhance the common knowledge about disaster prevention and risk management. 

· Formulate areas of common agreement that can take the work on disaster prevention forward in the Council.   

Themes for the Working Group 
Working Group 1 Developing knowledge-based disaster prevention policies
1. Good practices on risk identification, analysis and mitigation (including examples of approaches and practices demonstrating adaptation to climate change and their relationship to the Flood Directive and the SEVESO Directives).  Lessons learned from these approaches that could be transposed to other sectors or to an overall approach to disaster prevention.  

2. Discuss how the Member States can be supported in developing a more coherent, knowledge based approach to prevention and risk management will be explored, using the examples as a point of departure.

This involves the issue of Community guidelines for risk management (indicators for scenario development, risk identification, risk assessment, risk mapping, and impact analysis). 

3. Gaps and inconsistencies in the existing knowledge base will be specified

4. The need for organising a knowledge gathering function for the Member States will be discussed. Such a function should bring together relevant data and information on disasters, investigating comparability issues and information gaps, and developing common methodologies. 
Working Group 2 Mobilising all players for prevention 
The workshop will focus on the importance of linking actors across sectors throughout the disaster management cycle. It will include such issues as:

1. Best practices of Member States for demonstrating the usefulness of setting-up coordinated multi-sectored mechanisms for crisis management, involving different public and private stakeholders. The national platforms for disaster risk reduction will be introduced as an example of how this linking has been put into practice. City planning efforts will be demonstrated that take into account disaster prevention and efforts that mitigate the social, economic and political impacts.

2. Design and prioritise the tasks of a Community network composed of representatives of the various national departments concerned in order to elaborate recommendations on best practices.

3. Identification of gaps in early warning systems for public authorities and for citizens; e.g. develop citizen’s access to reliable and compatible early warning tools. 

4. Identify how the Member States can be supported in improving links between actors. This involves the issue of establishing a Community network composed of representatives of the various national departments concerned in order to elaborate recommendations on best practices.
Working Group 3 Developing an efficient Community prevention framework 
This working group will focus on how to make Community instruments perform better for disaster prevention. It will include such issues as:

1. How to effectively implement directives such as the flood directive or adding prevention to a new Seveso Directive.

2. How to achieve a more efficient targeting of Community funding and to further integrate risk prevention in EU funding, e.g. taking better into account disaster prevention concerns across policies and programmes (such as common agricultural and rural development policies) and in the review of existing legislation.  

3. Identification of gaps in sectored policies and the need for further sector initiatives, e.g. in the area of forest fires.

4. Define what is needed to complement the existing disaster prevention Community policy framework. The Commission’s disaster prevention communication will be the focus. The working group will define the need for and value of a common framework and guidelines for disaster prevention.  

5. How to find synergies between Member States in the field of disaster prevention, and European cooperation in an international context.  
There can be a maximum of three speakers for each of the working groups. 

Issue Papers
Issue papers will be written by the European Commission, Civil Protection Unit, that relate to each of the working group topics. These are intended to stimulate the discussion.  Speakers should read the issues papers when preparing their talk to see that they are synchronised. These papers will be ready by the 1st of July and be discussed in the Council’s working group ProCiv on the 7th of July.  Then they will be sent to all of the EU Preventionworkshop participants. 













	MSB Swedish Civil Contingencies Agency

	Postal address:

SE-651 81 Karlstad
	Street addresses:
Stockholm: Kungsgatan 53

Karlstad: Norra Klaragatan 18

Sandö: Sandövägen 7

Revinge: Revingeby
	Phone: +46 771 240 240

Fax: +46 10 240 56 00
registrator@msbmyndigheten.se

www.msbmyndigheten.se
	Org Reg No
202100-5984



