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Mr. Chair

Ladies and gentlemen

First of all I would like to thank the Chair of this Conference and the Global Platform for this opportunity to share the Mozambique experience and progress on disaster risk reduction, since Hyogo Framework of Action (HFA) was globally agreed in 2005.

National policies and strategies of development issued by the Government of Mozambique has fully recognized the deep impact of disasters on human and economic development in short and long run. As a result, since then, disasters are part of national priorities and concerns, and are clearly integrated in the government policies and in the planning instruments, namely, the Five Year Government Plan (2005-2009) and the Action Plan for Poverty Reduction – PRSP (2006-2009). 
The implementation of this vision was enabled by an immediate shift from dealing with disasters as an emergency issue to a perspective based in prevention and mitigation, envisaged to attaining of 3 strategic goals in short and long run: reduction of the number of human victims and loss of properties; consolidation of the mechanisms of prevention; and the creation of national capacity equipped with means to preparedness and mitigation of disasters. In 2006 the Government of Mozambique approved and began the implementation of the Master Plan for Disasters Prevention and Mitigation, as the only instrument to guide national actions to reduce disasters risk in a long run. This Master Plan has clearly addressed all the components of the Hyogo Platform of Action. 
The Government of Mozambique has established a set of political measures to ensure the implementation of the objectives and goals mentioned above. This included:

· Review and reform of legal and institutional framework enhancing the mandate of National Institute for Disasters Management (INGC) to coordinate all disasters risk reduction activities, according to the decisions of the Technical Council for Disasters Management (CTGC); 
· Establishment of the National Operative Centers for Emergency (CENOE), at national and regional levels, integrating the National Unity for Civil Protection (UNAPROC), for search and rescue activities. This has enhanced the national capacity to coordinate and respond to emergencies
· Strengthening of national capacity for early warning to floods, droughts, cyclones, covering more territory and supplying accurate information to disasters response and prevention to the local communities;

· Decentralization of disaster risk issues to local levels through establishment and training of Local Comities for Risk Management (CLGR) in all vulnerable communities throughout the country

Thanks to these improvements and strong leadership of the President of the Republic and direct guidance of Prime Minister, Mozambique has successfully responded to all emergencies in 2007 and 2008, and has significantly reduced the number of victims due to disasters. Mozambique is now the example of disasters management in Southern Africa and in the world.
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Despite of these achievements, we do fully recognize that bigger challenges are still standing, as the country remains one of the most vulnerable of the world and is the third most affected country in Africa. In addition, we are aware that in future our vulnerability will probably increase as a result of climate change. Aligned with this, we realize that our capacity is still weak to respond at national scale to bigger events associated to climate change.

However, we believe that our achievements are a clear demonstration of our commitment to pursuing the objectives and goals of the Hyogo Framework of Action. We also believe that the glooming future imposed by climate change can only be effectively addressed if the global community continues to provide strong support to the developing countries and this is delivered in a timely and regular basis, according to Paris Declaration.
Thank you very much

