STATEMENT BY HON.CLETUS AVOKA, MP, MINISTER FOR THE INTERIOR, AT THE SECOND SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION, GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 16TH-19TH JUNE, 2009.

I am highly honoured to be part of this 2nd Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction conference

I bring you all warm felicitations from his Excellency President John Evans Atta Mills, the President of the Republic of Ghana and the Government and people of Ghana.
The Conference has brought together a broad array of partners to assess progress made in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action; enhance awareness of disaster risk reduction; share experiences; learn from good practice; and identify remaining gaps as well as actions to accelerate national and local implementation.

First of all, let me congratulate the World Bank for identifying Ghana as a priority country in the African sub-region and as one of the beneficiaries of the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) fund.
Fellow participants, I believe that this conference will afford us all the opportunity to discuss challenges and opportunities for reducing disaster risk and sharing experiences in building resilience. Such strategic coordination including the exchange of information, methodologies and tools among governments and institutions working on disaster risk management, climate change and development is essential for diminishing the impacts of natural disasters and improving the sustainability of development processes.
I am also aware of the fact that reducing human suffering and economic losses caused by natural and technological disasters underpins the main objective of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR). We achieve this by helping the UNISDR provide a more strategic and rapid response to disasters and promoting the integration of disaster prevention and mitigation efforts into the range of development activities.
MR. CHAIRMAN,

African countries are vulnerable to the impacts of natural hazards. In recent years, it has become increasingly apparent that the catastrophic impacts of natural hazards could seriously hold back progress towards achieving the Millennium Development Goals (MDG’s) in Africa.
Since the adoption of the Hyogo Framework for Action in 2005, greater awareness of the significance of reducing disaster risk has developed among the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) system’s many stakeholders. 

Ghana is susceptible to several disasters including floods, earthquakes, domestic and industrial fires as well as bushfires, windstorms, disease of epidemic potential, pest and insect infestations, boat accidents, motor traffic accident and a host of others.

Similarly, climate change resulting in numerous disasters around the globe with their devastating effects does not spare us as a country. Many of the impacts associated with climate change exacerbate or alter for the worse existing threats (such as those associated with droughts, floods and extreme events).

 Needless to mention, the 2007 Northern Floods of Ghana which displaced thousands of people and destroyed infrastructure are too fresh to be forgotten and reinforce the fact that disasters are part of human condition. 
As you are aware, survival is not a matter of luck, survival depends on how hard we work towards building our resilience to disasters and similar emergencies.
Survival depends on our ability to conquer our environments and adopt appropriate strategies to address them.

MR.CHAIRMAN,

To promote coordinated actions to address both existing and new challenges identified as:  weak compliance with public regulation, inadequate database, lack of collaboration among stakeholders and resistance of disaster victims to more resilient methods of reconstruction, it is necessary to:
· Ensure that disaster risk management is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation
· Identify, assess and monitor disaster risk reduction and enhance early warning systems
· Use knowledge ,innovation and education to build a culture of safety and resilience at all levels

· Reduce the underlying risk factors

· Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels

MR CHAIRMAN,
It is envisaged that adaptation measures in Ghana such as National Disaster Management Organisation (NADMO) Act, 517 and establishment of the National platform to enhance cooperation and collaboration, National Task Force to ensure good construction works as well as that of the Ministry of Food and Agriculture (MOFA) ensuring good farming practices will go a long way in the prevention of disasters. It is in this vein that Ghana is privileged to engage with key international and regional stakeholders such as UNISDR, AU, AFDB, RECS, UNDP to build at all levels.
Despite these positive trends, the gap between what needs to be done as envisaged in the Hyogo Framework is stark as witnessed by the devastating impacts of recent major disasters. The poor and vulnerable countries including Ghana continue to be the most affected when disaster strikes, both in rural and urban areas. There remains a large gap between the resources needed for risk reduction in terms of technical, human, institutional and financial support.
It is my fervent hope that at the end of this important global platform for disaster risk management, a comprehensive risk reduction approach, which addresses risks associated with natural hazards and climate change and thereby helps to promote the sustainability of development processes, will be realized.

Thank you. 
