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RECENT DEVELOPMENTS, INITIATIVES AND CHALLENGES IN UGANDA 

On behalf of the Government of Uganda, I wish to convey my appreciation to UNISDR for having invited Uganda to this important meeting, for making it possible for us to participate and for giving matters of Disaster Risk Reduction the visibility they deserve, at the international scene. 

In recent years, Uganda has experienced frequent and severe disasters in most parts of the country. They include; extreme weather events, like floods, wind storms, land slides, prolonged dry spells, then, epidemics, pests and animal diseases, among others. It is anticipated that the future will not be any better, with more frequent and intense disasters, as a result of global warming, climate change and population explosion. On the other hand, desertification is expanding making Uganda more prone to drought and leading to frequent food shortage in parts of the country. One of the regions (Karamoja) has been fed by World Food Programme for the last three decades. Conflict is also apparent in the country as a result of the scramble for scarce resources.

In 2007, the North Eastern part of Uganda was hit by floods that affected close to three million people, in 35 districts. There was destruction of crops, livestock, homesteads and infrastructure worth billions of shillings. I am not able to give you exact figures of the losses suffered, because in most cases it is difficult for most of the developing countries to measure damage and economic losses after disasters. The flood was followed by a prolonged dry spell, which led further to crop failure and thus, food shortage. To date, this part of the country has not recovered from the effects of the 2007 floods.
Taking into account the above, there is need for increased awareness, preparedness, mitigation and risk reduction interventions in our countries.

Uganda is undertaking a number of such initiatives which include; establishment of DRR structures, developing DRR related policies, prioritizing DRR, mainstreaming it in development frameworks, strengthening community capacity, risk/hazard identification, establishing early warning systems, establishment and strengthening of regional networks, among others.

However, a lot more still needs to be done. As may be the case with other developing countries, Uganda is faced with inadequate funding to implement a number of initiatives in the direction of DRR, i.e. awareness creation, putting into place effective early warning systems, capacity building, establishment and sustainability of lower level structures, building resilience of communities, etc. every time we are hit by disasters as above, our capacity is always very low to respond, recover and incorporate risk reduction into our humanitarian and recovery interventions, in order to build back better than before. We are always in such a vicious circle of disasters and poverty. Before we can recover from the previous ones, others strike.     

At this rate, it may be very difficult for us to achieve the millennium development goals by 2015. Poverty is instead likely to increase if something is not done.
Similarly, there is limited awareness and appreciation of DRR by policy makers, implementers, donors and the public in general. 
What is it that we want to do in the wake of the above challenges?

· We want to establish Meaningful collaboration, coordination and close working relationship between the DRR and Climate Change practitioners for synergies and coordinated interventions in the direction of climate change adaptation.

· More focus on building resilience of communities to disasters through community based DRR and livelihood support. We want to increase our capacity (expertise and funding) to facilitate the incorporation of DRR and climate change adaptation strategies into ongoing development initiatives.

· Strengthen evidence based advocacy and research to prove the effectiveness of the DRR approach. This will further facilitate the integration of DRR into development initiatives by Government, donors and NGOs. 

· Continue strengthening the DRR structure and improved information management system.

· Continue with awareness campaigns in DRR, targeting policy makers, implementers in the different sectors, development partners, the private sector, etc.

Conclusion:

In conclusion ladies and gentlemen, we have done more thatn enough damage to our environment through our economic activities.  What we are seeing today are the reactions. The environment is sending a very strong warning. But this condition can be reversed and we need to act now if we are to survive tomorrow.

Uganda is committed to addressing matters of risk reduction and we have done our best to push these matters high on the agenda of Government business, as you may have noted from some of the interventions above. But as mentioned earlier by some speakers, individual nations cannot deal with the problem alone.

Uganda does not believe in apportioning blame, but partnership in the face of this common challenge. Together, we can make the planet a better place for ourselves and the generations to come. 

I thank you.

Musa Ecweru (MP)
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