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Since its creation, working with Governments, national and local institutions, and the people from the poorest and most food insecure regions in the world, WFP has been supporting the most vulnerable and at risk communities to strengthen their own abilities to cope with disasters, saving lives, protecting livelihoods and building resilience.   
Today WFP is at the forefront of UN humanitarian preparedness and disaster management efforts, working with partners and leading relief action, and helping Governments address urgent requirements for the most vulnerable, disasters affected communities. In post disaster environments, WFP accompanies community rehabilitation and reconstruction efforts, supporting the rebuilding of livelihoods and often turning the aftermath of disasters into windows of opportunity for risk reduction and development. 
In parallel, WFP supports environmental protection and conservation, especially by working with people living in marginal and at risk areas and supporting among others land rehabilitation, reforestation and conservation efforts.  As well, more recently, together with partners, WFP has been among the first to engage in the studying and testing of innovative risk transfer mechanisms and risk reduction insurance programmes in support of the poorest and most at risk rural communities, for instance in Ethiopia. Lessons learned from these innovative experiences will be widely shared with partners and the broader disaster management community.    

Globally, on a yearly basis, through its programmes and operations, WFP reaches over 100 million people in the poorest and most disadvantaged areas of the planet, bringing capacities and support, and helping devise strategies and actions for building disaster resilient communities, and a future free from hunger and destitution.  The new Strategic Plan (2008–2011) of the organization has in fact completely internalized disaster prevention and preparedness objectives as well as the principles emanating from the Hyogo Framework for Action.  
Guided by Governments, WFP is therefore firmly engaged in continuing to contribute to national disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation frameworks. In addition to delivering important life saving and livelihood protection programmes and operations, WFP will also facilitate processes of transfer of knowledge and competencies to partners and communities, when possible through South-South cooperation approaches, for instance in needs assessment, disaster risk reduction, multi-hazard early warning, and vulnerability and risk analysis. 
On the other hand, WFP is deeply concerned about the fact that limited or inadequate action on the climate change agenda may have disproportionate effects on the lives and livelihoods of hundred millions of vulnerable people worldwide. Experts are clear about the fact that climate change will mean more risk of hunger and malnutrition in particular among developing countries and in the poorest areas of the world. A combination of factors will impact hunger and malnutrition, including the surging numbers and increasing intensity of natural disasters, increasing food production and access problems, increasing water, health and sanitation concerns, as well as exacerbating social tensions and conflicts over scarce resources potentially fuelling more population movements, displacement and migration.  
It is time to act. WFP reaffirms its strong commitment to be part of global efforts aimed at reinforcing local, national, and regional capacities to adapt to, and mitigate the effects of climate change on the most vulnerable. 

