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Mr. Chairman
Excellencies, Distinguished Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen

Please accept warm greetings from Excellencies Mr. Jean Ping, Chairperson of the African Union Commission and Mrs. Tumusiime Rhoda Peace, Commissioner for Rural Economy and Agriculture, who have requested me to convey to you the assurances of their readiness to support the works of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction and the United Nations Secretariat for the International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction.
The African Union Commission and the United National Secretariat for International Strategy for Disaster Risk reduction in the recent years have entered into very fruitful cooperation which culminated at the conclusion of a Memorandum of Understanding between the two organisations. This agreement and the joint concrete efforts being taken testify the seriousness with which our two institutions view the issues of disaster risk reduction in Africa - which have increasingly become more compounded due to impacts of climate change and climate variability. The AU Commission works to ensure that such DRR and Climate Change interactions are captured and properly addressed in the climate change negotiations.
It would be recalled that the Commission of the African Union with the support of the UN-ISDR developed Africa Regional strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction which is in consonance with the Hyogo Framework of Action. The Strategy was further endorsed by the African Ministerial Conference on Environment (AMCEN) back in 2004, and approved by the Eighth Ordinary Session of the Executive Council of the African Union in December 2005. The later, among other things, called for the formulation of the programme of Implementation of the Africa Strategy for the period 2006 to 2010. In the same vein, the African Union Commission joined hands with the NEPAD Secretariat, the African Development Bank and the UN-ISDR to elaborate the Guidelines for Mainstreaming disaster risk reduction into sustainable development agenda.
Mr. Chairman, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
Recently the African Union Commission and the UN-ISDR had jointly organised the Second Africa Regional Strategy Platform in Nairobi, Kenya, in May 2009 to assess the progress of the implementation of the Africa Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction. We continue to attach significant importance to the Africa Regional Platform as a mechanism to review and monitor global, regional and national commitments to the implementation of the Africa Strategy. While much is to be desired in terms of actual field implementation, it is however gratifying to note that encouraging progress has been made at regional, sub-regional and national levels in terms of refinements of policy orientations.  Regional Economic Communities have established disaster risk reduction strategies based on priorities of the Hyogo Framework for Action and Africa Regional strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction.
At the national level institutional, legal and policy frameworks are being put in place for adequate mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction into planning processes and programmes. Decentralised models of governance and administration are in place in many African countries to provide effective structures to respond to and cope with disasters adequately. National platforms have been established in several AU member states to allow multi-sectoral participation in disaster management and coordination. 
However, Mr. Chairman, it should be emphasised that progress in the functioning of these institutions and mechanisms is being impeded due to lack of capacity and financial resources. It is therefore significant that development partners increase the availability and improve the accessibility of funding for the integration of disaster risk reduction objectives within poverty reduction, sustainable development and climate change adaptation programmes. There is a need for an urgent action in disbursing funds for the National Adaptation Programmes of Action, and investing in disaster risk reduction as a major element of climate change adaptation.  There is also a need for funding the innovative pilot projects to address disaster risk in both urban and rural contexts. Institutional capacities need to be strengthened at the national level to support key sectors dealing with disaster risk reduction for them to carry out risk assessment and identify response mechanisms. Multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder participation in national platforms need to promoted for them to seize and adequately exploit opportunities to influence policy decisions, hence the importance of making it a priority to improve the scope and content of public awareness strategies to reach as many communities as possible. 

Mr. Chairman, the African Union Commission notes with satisfaction the numerous contributions and involvement of the various agencies of the UN family, development banks, donors and non-governmental organisations many of whom have been supporting disaster risk reduction in Africa. However, the current lack of knowledge of each other’s objectives and resources contributed towards missed opportunities and disconnected initiatives. It is therefore necessary that the UN system and other agencies should improve their level of coordination at both programmatic and strategic levels.
In conclusion Mr. Chairman, please allow me to express our special thanks to the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery of the World Bank for the continuous support and commitment to disaster risk reduction in Africa through aiding mainstreaming activities and support to specific projects at country levels as well the UN-ISDR Regional Office for Africa for supporting our efforts.
 I thank you
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