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REFERENCE: PED/51(299)1o
31 October 2014
Mr
Ricardo Mena Speck
Head of the Regional Office for the Americas
United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction 
Ciudad del Saber Campus 
Panama City
Dear Mr Mena,
It is an honour for me to submit the nomination of the Mexico Safe Hospital Programme for the United Nations 2015 Sasakawa Award for Disaster Risk Reduction, under the theme "Shaping the Future".
The Mexico Safe Hospital Programme is a remarkable success story in accomplishing the target for safe hospitals under the Hyogo Framework for Action. The programme has guaranteed that the 176 new hospitals in Mexico are constructed to ensure that they can function in the event of a disaster, and it has improved the safety of hundreds of existing hospitals, including health establishments offering primary health care.
It is a successful example of multisectoral work as it brings together 19 institutions from the sectors of: governance, health, academia, science, oil and gas, security, defence and professional associations.
It is a successful example of perseverance, going beyond conventional pilot projects or time-bound initiatives and holding technical and operational meetings uninterruptedly every week since its formation in 2006.
It is a successful example of public-private partnership, since it involves experts, institutions and shared finance to guarantee that public and private hospitals continue to run as integrated health care networks during disasters.
It is a successful example of national and regional coordination in using the same policy, programme, protocols, procedures, organization and criteria for the Safe Hospitals Programme at the federal level and at the level of each federal entity (state) of Mexico.
It is a successful example of accountability, as the deficiencies in the hospitals assessed were corrected in line with set norms and standards, leading in some cases to the definitive closure of recently constructed hospitals that did not meet conditions for safety in the event of a disaster.
It is a successful example of the importance of upholding a national priority between periods of government with varying trends in policy, despite changes in political authorities at the national and regional level, and changes in authority at the 19 institutions involved in the programme.
It is a successful example of shared leadership as, under the General Coordination of Civil Protection, each institution, level of government and safe hospital evaluator has the technical ability and regulatory support to push forward disaster risk reduction actions in their respective fields of activity.
It is a successful example of investment in the present to shape the future, hospital by hospital, community by community, state by state, until a safer country is built.
I am firmly of the opinion that giving the 2015 United Nations Sasakawa Award for Disaster Risk Reduction to the Mexico Safe Hospital Programme would be a just recognition that would provide encouragement not only for Mexico, but over 77 countries worldwide which are currently implementing the safe hospitals initiative.
[image: image2.emf]Yours sincerely, 
Dr Ciro Ugarte 
Director
Department of Emergency Preparedness 
and Disaster Relief
Attachment:
· Nomination form
· Nominee essay parts 1 and 2 written by the nominee
· Directory of institutions involved in the Safe Hospital Programme in Mexico 
· Presentation by Mexico at the 2013 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
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