
Community-based Disaster 
Risk Management Course

COURSE POLICIES

Language
All teaching and reference materials are in English. Participants 
must be fully conversant in English.

Expected Learning Effort
10 hours per week (1.67 Estimated CEU’s earned)
*CEU: Continuous Education Unit

Course Fee
US $250.00
Discounts are available through group enrollment 
to encourage institutional learning 
(one free applicant for each five registered applicants)

Registration
Online registration only. Kindly visit this link and fill in the 
application at www.emi-megacities.org/ndrmp-form. 

Course Schedule
February 24 - March 26, 2014

Deadline of Application
February 21, 2014

Additional instructions on registration and payment 
procedures will be sent via e-mail, so please check your e-mail 
regularly.  Your payment should be received no later than 
February 21, 2014.

Community-level Vulnerability Assessment and Disaster Preparedness
The presentation discusses vulnerability assessment (VA), a most critical exercise 
in disaster preparedness. VA provides the basis for disaster preparedness at the 
community level by identifying important community concerns such as livelihood 
and consumption, housing and social infrastructure, and gender and intra-
household relations. Though different methods of carrying out VA have evolved, 
it is critical that they adapt to local conditions, and include all the relevant socio-
economic indicators of well being. In addition, systems of early warning, family 
and community preparedness, and volunteer-based response can be developed 
for specific hazards. However, community preparedness presupposes a certain 
level of social organization and an institutional framework.

Access to Resources for Community-based Mitigation
The presentation focuses on resources that communities need to reduce their 
vulnerability and adopt mitigation measures. Access to resources can be secured 
through financial mechanisms and incentives, as well as economic programs. 
These include credit, savings, and insurance which are provided by banks and 
microfinance institutions, and public support by the government in the form of 
social funds, social security schemes, and relief and rehabilitation works.

Planning and Implementing a Disaster Management Program 
at Community level
The presentation discusses the basic approach to designing and implementing 
community-based disaster management programs. It reviews the process and 
the tools of participatory risk assessment, methods of analyzing hazards, hazard 
exposure and community vulnerabilities. It then derives the main ingredients of 
a community response plan and mitigation program from the assessment and 
analysis of available resources. The presentation emphasizes the importance of 
networks, and training and education programs, which provide people with more 
information and a better understanding of risks and risk reduction mechanisms.

Community-based Disaster Risk Management 
(CBDRM) is a specialization course under the 

NDRMP that introduces concepts, tools, and mechanisms 
to help design and implement community-based disaster 
risk management programs. The course highlights the 
flexibility and innovation required for these community-
based initiatives. Further, it underscores the need 
for greater engagement with people and a better 
understanding of their risks and resources. 

COURSE FACULTY
Fouad Bendimerad, Ph.D., P.E. 
Program Director

Dr. Eng. Bendimerad is the Chairman of the Board of 
EMI.  He has served as consultant and advisor on risk 
management to several international organizations, 
governments and corporations, including the World Bank, 
and United Nations organizations. Further, he served as a 
faculty of the School of Engineering at Stanford University 
and directed the University’s seismic reduction program, 
which received the ATC-ENR (Applied Technology Council 
and Engineering News Record) award of one of the ten top 
seismic projects in the country.

Ms. Loreine Dela Cruz
Subject Matter Expert

Ms. Dela Cruz has more than 10 years professional 
experience on disaster risk reduction and management, 
particularly on Community-based Disaster Risk 
Management (CBDRM). For many years, she has served as 
the Vice-President of the Board of Trustees of the Center 
for Disaster Preparedness. 

.
Ms. Lalaine Bergonia
Facilitator

Ms. Lalaine is currently the GIS Specialist and Training 
Facilitator for EMI’s NDRMP. She was involved in the 
development of DRR Database and Risk Atlas for various 
EMI projects. Prior to working with EMI, Ms. Bergonia 
worked as a GIS instructor. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in 
Geography at the University of the Philippines.

CONTACT DETAILS
Mr. Jesus Dominic Dizon
Program Manager
ndrmp@emi-megacities.org
www.emi-megacities.org

Enroll Now!
www.emi-megacities.org/ndrmp-form

Click here for the Training Course Schedule 2014

emindrmp@yahoo.com

emindrmp@gmail.com

emindrmp

Like us on facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/emi.megacities

Remedios Gorgonio
World Vision Bangladesh

“Methodologies used were interactive and 
facilitators were equally engaging and generous 
with their knowledge and experience. Attending 

these courses had given me the edge 
in developing programs that are 

climate risk sensitive and community-oriented.

Course No. 2 of 10 in the NDRM online training package

COURSE OBJECTIVES

The course aims at improving your understanding of:
• Socio-economic vulnerability;
• How communities can be involved in solutions: response 

capabilities, preparedness and mitigation, and risk 
management;

• Issues that impact communities: shelter, livelihood, food 
security, etc; and

• Community empowerment through access to resources, 
participation, equity, education, and awareness.

TARGET AUDIENCE

This course is offered to disaster risk management professionals, 
development practitioners, government officials, policymakers, 
consultants, researchers and specialists of training and academic 
institutions, NGO representatives, and humanitarian and 
community leaders, who are interested in acquiring fundamental 
knowledge on CBDRM and their linkages to sustainable 
development challenges.

COURSE MECHANICS

The course consists of an introduction, the basic learning 
materials and a discussion forum to facilitate the learning via 
interaction with program faculty. The introduction includes 
a short course description, review of learning objectives and 
outcomes, and a summary of main issues. The basic learning 
materials consist of 30 to 35-minute slide show presentations, 
case studies and readings, quizzes, a final exam and an end of 
the course project. 

Since 2006,  the NDRM program has 
graduated more than 1000 participants 

across 71 countries. 
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