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Greater Hermanus Area
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Invasive alien plants pose a direct threat to biological
diversity, water security, the ecological functioning of
natural systems and the productive use of land. They
iIntensify the impact of fires and divert enormous
amounts of water from more productive uses.

Alien plants_cover about 10% of the country.

Since 1995, the programme has cleared more than
1,000,000 hectares of invasive alien plants providing
jObS and training to approximately 20,000 people from
among the most marginalized sectors of society. Of
these, 52% are women.
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The programme is globally recognised as one of the
most outstanding environmental conservation initiatives
In Africa. It enjoys sustained political support for its job
creation efforts and the fight against poverty.

WfW considers the development of people as an
essential element of environmental conservation. The
emphasis is on employing:

women (the target is 60%),

youth (20%), and

disabled (5%).

Creating an enabling environment for skills training, it is
Investing in the development of communities wherever it
works. Implementing HIV_and Aids projects and other
socio- development initiatives are important objectives.
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Working for Water
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Working for Water - Alien Clearing
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— Water wise gardening
— Water saving devices
— General information
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Annual Demand

De Bos Dam Safe Yield
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5 well fields identified
3 well fields established
1 well field in production

Water quality
— Water is rich in Iron and Manganese
— Requires pre-treatment

Cost
— Ground water USD 0.12 per kI
— Surface water USD 0.50 per Kl

— Desalination = USD 1.00 per kI
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DWA “Working for Water” programme

— Good inter-governmental co-operation on all levels
(National, Provincial and Local) and between Departments.

— Many positive outcomes: less water demand from invasive
alien species, environmental restoration, job creation, skills
training, entrepreneurial development, poverty alleviation,
environmental education, empowerment of woman, the
youth and the disabled, HIV and AIDS awareness.

— National Programme with strong Local support

Environmental management

— Environmental Impact Assessment
— Ecological monitoring
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