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Making Cities Resilient
The World Disaster Campaign 2010-2011 “Making Cities Resilient” aims at getting Mayors, local governments and national authorities to take actions towards making cities resilient as part of sustainable urbanizations.  
A ten-point action plan of “ten essentials for city resilience” (Annex 1) is the guiding tool for local governments to undertake actions throughout the campaign to reduce risks. It builds on the priorities set out in the international blueprint “Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the resilience of communities and nations to disasters”. The capacity of local government officials and institutions to make cities resilient is a high priority to advance the local implementation. 
This document explains the modalities how cities / local governments can sign-up to the campaign. For further information on the campaign, see www.unisdr.org/campaign.


How to sign-up to the campaign?

The campaign is aimed at reaching at least thousand cities to sign-up to the ten campaign essentials and identify activities and plans to improve the city resilience. It aims at Mayors / Governors / Commissioners and City Councils in the first instance. But the campaign is also addressing technical staff and national authorities responsible for local and urban development planning and disaster risk management and reduction.

The term ‘city’ refers to urban areas in general, and the term ‘local government’ includes both urban and rural communities of different scales (i.e. regional, provincial, metropolitan, cities, towns, municipalities, districts and villages). 










For more information, please visit the campaign website:

URL: www.unisdr.org/campaign
Contact one of the UNISDR offices:

UNISDR Secretariat Geneva
E-mail: isdr-campaign@un.org
UNISDR Regional Office Africa, Nairobi

Email: isdr-africa@unep.org
UNISDR Regional Office Americas, Panama

Email: eird@eird.org
UNISDR Regional Office for Arab States, Cairo

Email: isdr-arabstates@un.org
UNISDR Regional Office Asia and Pacific, Bangkok

Email: isdr-bkk@un.org 
UNISDR Regional Office Europe, Brussels
Email: isdr-europe@un.org
 



Annex II

Nomination form for cities and local governments to participate in the campaign
Please send the nomination form and the mayor’s letter to isdr-campaign@un.org

. Nominations will be accepted on an ongoing basis throughout 2010-11. 

	City / Local Government
(Please indicate the year the numbers were provided.)

	City name
	Venice

	Location (short description)
	The surface of the city is ab. 415 km² , of which 260 km² of lagoon and 155 km² of land above sea level (mainland, islands, littorals). The historic city stretches across 117 small islands in the marshy Venetian Lagoon along the Adriatic Sea in northeast Italy. The total surface of the Venetian Lagoon is ab. 540km2, of which 8% land above sea level (littorals, reclaimed areas, islands, embankments) and 92% “water system”: channels (12 %), shallows, mud flats and salt marshes (80 %). 

	Size (year)
	415 km2 (2011)

	Population (year)
	270.851 (2011)

	GDP
	     

	Hazard type(s)
	flooding, fire, and industrial risks

	Name of Mayor / Commissioner / Governor / Community leader

	Prof. Giorgio Orsoni

	Which part of the city administration will be the focal point for the Campaign?

	Municipality of Venice - Direzione Piano strategico, Protezione civile e Sicurezza del Territorio

	Contact details Focal Point

	Name
	Pierpaolo Campostrini

	Function
	Managing Director CORILA

	Address 
	Palazzo Franchetti

S. Marco 2847
30124 Venezia (VE)

Italy


	Email 
	campostrini@corila.it

	Telephone
	+39 0412402511

	Fax
	+39 0412402512

	Which local institutions will be engaged in the Campaign? 
(In addition to the local government.)

	CORILA (Consortium for Coordination of Research Activities Concerning the Venice Lagoon System) and its associated bodies: the Ca' Foscari University and the University IUAV of Venice, the University of Padua, the Italy's National Research Council and the National Institute of Oceanography and Experimental Geophysic. 



	Major Disaster Risks
(Please indicate major disasters that have occurred, prevailing hazards and vulnerable conditions.)

	The historic city of Venice is an "open-air" museum and its cultural and artistic heritage is of inestimable value. Venice has always had to defend itself and its lagoon "against sea, rivers and men" (C.Sabbadino, XVI century). Nowadays the city defense is not only a matter of protecting lives and economic assets, but also of conserving its cultural heritage, recognised by UNESCO as a relevant world’s patrimony. 

The territory of Venice, which include the lagoon, the islands and the mainland, is very complex, due to its different social, economic, cultural and environmental aspects. The range of hazards Venice is facing spreads from floods and fires (mainly on the historic city) to industrial risks (mainly on the industrial area of Porto Marghera).

The historic centre is subject to flooding tide events (“acqua alta”), whose frequency and intensity have considerably grown during the last decades. This phenomenon is caused by meteorological factors (winds, air pressure, storm surges) which enhance the astronomic tide oscillation. The rising of the relative sea level (due to global climate change and to local subsidence), is making flooding tides more frequent and the consequences for the city more serious. The event occurred in 1966 was the highest, in terms of water level in the city, and most frightening, with the risk to lose the city forever. During the XX century the frequency of  flooding tides has increased about 13 times, up to 18 events registered in 2010. During the period 2000-2010 a number of 6 exceptional events occurred (the same number of events happened from 1960 to 1999). During these events, about 90% of the city surface and 55% of the public space dedicated to pedestrian use are flooded : the consequences for population, economic activities, buildings are considerable.

The conformation of the urban area, characterized by ancient buildings, high density and the large use of wood in constructions, makes the historic city exposed to an high fire risk. Moreover, fireplaces may result of difficult access to the fire brigade and the fire extension can enlarge very quickly, making dramatically high the risk of involving a cultural asset of inestimable value. One of the most serious event recently occurred was the fire which destroyed completely La Fenice Opera house the 29 January 1996.


	Achievements and plans in relation to the ten essentials areas 
A - Make an estimation of the status per essential as follows: 
1 - poor/nothing in place, 2 - some progress in place, 3 - in place, well functioning, or N/A
B - Please describe main areas of progress and achievements.
C - Please identify activities and plans your city will pay special attention to improve the current situation during the campaign and beyond. Additionally, feel free to propose special events or activities your city would like undertake to raise awareness on disaster resilience. Please select the respective Essential(s).

	Essential 1 – Risk reducing organization and coordination in place
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 
 

	Progress and achievements – The safeguard of Venice has been declared of prominent national interest by an Italian State Law in 1973: since then, the different levels of the public administration (State, Region, Municipality) cooperate efficiently and a relevant State budget has been dedicated to risk reduction, mainly through structural measures. A specific Committee for the Venice Safeguarding, chaired by the Prime Minister, includes many Ministries, the President of the Region and the Mayor of Venice , convenes at least once per year. 

 In addition, the Italian national system of Civil Protection foresees some activities that should be carried out at local level by dedicated structures, fully implemented by the city of Venice. The municipal civil protection of Venice can count on a dedicated office, and has a Councilor referring to the Major. In addition to the public forces (fire brigades, police, army) involves 250 volunteers/citizens, and has drawn up agreements with 11 civil society organizations, to build up multi-sectoral committees, e.g. the "flood committees", involved in the decision-making process by the competent technical bodies. The Civil Protection Plan of Venice outlines the territory's risks and vulnerability, as well as the procedures for intervention in emergency situations, specifying the chain of command. 

A special group of volunteers was established in 1995 for the protection of cultural assets in case of disaster. The group collaborates with the Authorities in charge for the conservation of the cultural heritage. 

Regarding the flooding risk in the historic centre, the Municipality is running a Tidal Forecasting and Early Warning Centre (ICPSM) with dedicated specialized personnel active 24h/365days; it is responsible for the risk analysis and for the monitoring, forecasting and alerting procedures of flooding tides. 

The Public Works Office of the Municipality is in charge for adopting the measures needed for risk reduction in public spaces and buildings belonging to the local government.


	Plans – The State is engaged in maintain the promised flux of funding and to complete the huge public works for reducing the flooding risk and  for restoring the lagoon environment. At local level, the Municipality, while trying to complete the structural measures in a framework of funding difficulties, is also committed to to achieve a greater awareness of the civil protection plan by the citizens and a better participation of civil society organizations in its continous updating, as well as to further optimise the coordination between the various components of civil protection at local level. 

The ICPSM is committed to maintain and possibly to improve the monitoring networks and to update the numerical and statistical forecast models, in collaboration with research institutions and other organizations.


	Essential 2 – Budget assigned
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – On the basis of the national Special Law for Venice, dedicated national funds have been committed during the last 30 years for the construction of structural measures for the safeguard of Venice. Among these, the infrastructure named MOSE (Mobile Tidal Barrier System), large-scale interventions like the pavements raising, the canals settlements and the restoration of sea-walls, and the measures to restore the natural barriers from the sea, i.e. the beach nourishments. These national funds exceed by far any local level possibilities and are in the range of 10 billion Euro already spent.

Within the 2010 municipal budget circa €2,2 millions of current expenditures and €2,3 millions of capital expenditures are dedicated to the Civil Protection, for both risk reduction and emergency activities (it is estimated that circa € 900.000 are foreseen for disaster risk reduction measures), while €4,5 millions are committed for fire prevention in municipal buildings (municipal venues, schools, museums, stadium).

In addition to the municipal budget, 

National and local budget is also allocated for small interventions to be made by private citizens or businesses to improve the safety of their buildings.    


	Plans – For the three-year period 2010-2012 the municipal budget dedicates €5,8 millions of current expenditures and €2,5 millions of capital expenditures for the Civil Protection office and €5,1 millions are foreseen in 2011 for fire prevention in public buildings.

	Essential 3 – Risk assessment prepared
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – The flooding risk is continuously monitored by the Municipality office ICPSM, in cooperation with the Ministry of Infrastructure.  A very accurate altimetric map of the historic city has been prepared by a company owned by the Municipality, using advanced technologies (including 3D laser scanning) and the provision of an European project. The map allows the definition of the areas subjected to floods with 1cm precision and the monitoring of the local effects caused by the land subsidence. The sea level rise is also monitored by advanced systems, including satellite data. Local research institutions have developed studies aimed at assess different scenarios of future flood risk evolution, taking into consideration climate changes. 

Data and information contained in the Civil Protection Plan of Venice, regarding risk evaluation and vulnerability of municipal areas, are updated every six months and are taken into consideration in the elaboration of urban and territorial planning instruments. The Plan is published on the official website of the city and information campaigns are carried out in order to make relevant information available to citizens, giving particular attention to students of schools exposed to flooding, industrial and domestic risks.

The fire risk in the historic city has been assessed, taking into considerations different risk factors including urban features, materials, and the historical and cultural importance of the buildings. 

Cultural assets (both external and within the museums) are mapped by the Civil Protection group for the defense of cultural assets.


	Plans – The Civil Protection Plan and the risk maps are periodical updated. Research activities are keep going on regarding risk assessment, vulnerability, global changes and sea level rise.

	Essential 4 – Investment in risk reducing infrastructure
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – Many infrastructural measures have been implemented, by the different administrative levels, to protect the city and its cultural heritage against the risks of fire and floods. 

The mobile tidal barrier system (MOSE) is being built under responsibility and funds (circa 5 billion of Euro) of the Italian State , Ministry of Infrastructure. This infrastructure will allow to close the inlets in case of high tides and will prevent Venice from any flooding.

Investments for the safeguarding of the historic city and of its cultural assets are covered by the funds provided by the Special Law for Venice and managed by the Municipality. In 30-year time circa 1,5 billion has been spent in restoration and preservation of urban infrastructures, canals, bridges, and pavements to reinforce their resistance to the increasing sea level. The pavement raising in the city (which ensures the practicability of the pedestrian streets in the occurrence of “medium” high tide events) is undergoing. 

The restoration of the ancient (1774) “sea walls” and the large beach nourishment took place in order to reinforce the natural barriers that separate the lagoon from the sea. 

In 2006 the implementation of a new anti-fire system started: it ameliorates the accessibility to the fire place, diminishes the intervention time and allows a better protection of cultural assets by using fresh and clean water, instead of salty seawater. 

Interventions in historic and public buildings for fire prevention are financed by the municipality of Venice.     


	Plans – MOSE is expected to be completed and fully operational in 2014.

The raising of the pavements in the city will be conlcuded by the 2025 

The anti-fire system is being completed and strengthened (200.000 € foreseen for its maintenance for the period 2010-2012).


	Essential 5 – Safe schools and health facilities
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – In the historic city 22 schools out of 46 have obtained the certificate of fire prevention (CPI) as required by the national law, and 20 schools have already started the activities for obtaining it. Besides the national and regional requirements regarding safety measures to be taken in hospitals and health facilities, in Venice particular attention has been given in restoring and maintaining these kinds of building in order to guarantee the access to the health services during exceptional floods, through regulation and/or the adoption of good practices like the “water proofing” of all the electrical lines.   

	Plans – Complete the procedure for obtaining the CPI for 20 schools and start the procedure for the remaining 4.

	Essential 6 – Risk-compliant building regulation and land use applied
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – There are many national, regional and local rules, codes and plans about building and land uses containing risk assessment and to adopt the prevention principle. The Italian National law, for instance, requires for some categories of buildings a certificate of fire prevention (CPI), depending on the activity currently performed. For many of the historical buildings in Venice, as already acknowledged by the National Parliament, some of those national requirements are almost impossible to reach. The Municipality of Venice, in agreement with the authorities in charge of fire prevention, gives the possibility to homeowners to connect their buildings to the anti-fire system of the city, allowing them to obtain the CPI as required by the national law. In 2010 € 4,5 millions were spent to obtain the CPI for public buildings. 

Besides law requirements, in Venice is common practice to restore/adapt residential buildings to make them more resilient to flooding events. Some of these interventions - which include the elevation of electrical systems, the installation of bulkheads to avoid the entrance of water and of pumps for the drainage, the restoration of external walls with appropriate materials - can be financed by public funds. 

Also public utilities, such as electricity, gas, fresh water, and the sewage system, are built in order to work properly in case of flooding events of at least medium-high intensity (i.e. 120-140 cm).

Particular attention in buildings' resistance and resilence is also given to museums, which contain cultural assets, whose integrity shall be ensured by appropriate anti-fire systems and measures against floods.   


	Plans – Periodic updating of land use plans. Obtaining of CPI for all public buildings.

	Essential 7 – Education programmes and training in place
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – The Civil Protection organizes periodic education campaigns in elementary and middle schools, as well as information campaigns for the population on industrial, flooding and domestic risk.

Training courses are foreseen for volunteers of the Civil Protection and periodic fire and flood drills are held, involving volunteers, citizens and competent bodies. 

The Civil Protection group for the defense of cultural assets, in particular, participates to training activities regarding the restoration, conservation and safeguarding of cultural assets and to specific emergency drills involving cultural assets.


	Plans - Increasing information for the population on the subjects of civil protection. 

	Essential 8 – Ecosystems and natural buffers protected
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements – the ecosystem of the Venice lagoon is protected by interventions in defense of littorals against sea storms, funded by the Italian Government. The interventions in the city canals allow the restoration of their hydraulic, hygienic and structural functions. In the mainland some "green belts" have been restored (Bosco di Mestre, Parco San Giuliano), which have an important role against water-related risks.  

	Plans – The restoration of the city inner canals will be concluded by 2014

	Essential 9 – Early warning systems installed
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements - Installation of a multi-tone siren alert system in the historic centre of Venice (23 sirens) in case of flooding tides, with different tones related to the intensity of the expected risk.

Installation of a loud speaker system at the Piazzale Roma transport terminal, in case of emergency announcements can be made to public transport users.

Installation of a siren alert system in the city areas of Marghera and Malcontenta in case of  significant industrial accidents. It consists of 12 sirens located at different sites.

Alerting activities in case of flooding in the historic centre are carried out by the Tidal Forecasting and Early Warning Centre (ICPSM), instituted in 1980 by the Municipality of Venice. A multi-instrument alert system is able to advise citizens at least 3 hours in advance. During  emergencies a phone call manager is available for those who live at the ground floors and to the owners of commercial activities in the historic city who live in the mainland. A free service automatically sends alert SMS to all the registered users. Institutions, public service companies, police and public security entities are also alerted by phone alarms. Electronic panels in the city advise about the tide forecast continuously. The early warning system is based on advanced monitoring and forecasting services.


	Plans - Technological renewal of the siren alert system for significant industrial accidents in Marghera and Malcontenta.

	Essential 10 – Needs-based (survivors) reconstruction
	Status -  FORMDROPDOWN 


	Progress and achievements - in case of a minor emergency event, the Municipality has shelters for a limited number of displaced people, whereas for larger events, a specific area which can be used for a tent city has been selected.

The City is sensitive to the need to “listen” to citizens who are victims of emergency situations. After the serious flooding event in 2007 (in the mainland), in order to regenerate the hit areas and to protect them from similar future events, the City was supported by “flood committees”, whose advices were taken into considerations by the competent technical bodies.

Concerning the cultural assets whose “survival” could be at risk due to an emergency, they can rely on the "first aid" of the Civil Protection group for the defense of cultural assets and on professionals for curative and restorative interventions.


	Plans - To improve the citizens’ participation through stakeholder conferences, already foreseen for the Urban and Strategic plan assessment



Champions are actively promoting the objectives of the campaign
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Role of cities and local governments in the Campaign





Mayors and Local Government Officials are invited to play a leadership role in the Campaign in different ways: 


as Advocates at international and national levels


in their own cities and nationally, as Leader for Development and Disaster Risk Reduction implementation at the local level, and


in pledging for innovation, partnerships and initiatives that will help their Cities to become safer, more disaster resilient.


UNISDR and participating partner organizations will provide support to publicizing success and practice, provide space for learning and meeting, to mobilize expertise and resources, and seek to influence policy makers at all levels. There will be no ear-marked resources to support specific activities by participating cities, which would be undertaken directly with the local government themselves with their local or other partners. 


Participating cities will be encouraged to contribute resources and know-how to other cities in the campaign within their reach and capacity. City-to-city collaboration, twinning and networks will be promoted throughout the campaign.





Participating Cities as of May 2010





Role Model Cities feature prominently throughout the campaign.


























Role Model Cities will share their experiences with other cities








“Champion” and good-will ambassador nomination:





Partners in the Campaign, National Platforms or city councils can recommend a personality to UNISDR as a ”Champion” for the Making Cities Resilient Campaign. This provides for leadership and visibility; it is also a non-remunerated designation. The characteristics for such a nominee should be as follows:


A high profile leader with the ability to mobilize others and influence policy or action at the national, local and/or community level (i.e. Mayor, Governor, community leader, artist, etc). 


Associated to a local government (i.e. province, district, city, municipality, township or village) with relevant experience in disaster risk reduction or demonstrated commitment to the Campaign objectives. 


Be committed to contribute time to support the campaign in their own capacity, by participating in international, regional and/or national high-profile meetings, dialogues and awareness raising events.


Be able to effectively convey messages to reach people at risk as well as policy and decision makers.


The nominated Champion should be willing to:


Participate in at least one high-profile event during the campaign, regionally or internationally, as spokes person for resilient cities; 


Promote disaster resilience and the campaign objectives with the national Association of local governments or similar forums, including to seek increased resources for this topic from national budgets; 


Provide opportunities for or prepare video clips from successful disaster reduction initiatives and other forms of messages for media use; 


Receive or approach other Mayors or local or national decision makers to promote city resilience.�











The city will have the possibility 


to actively exchange experiences


with other campaign cities. 


All participating cities and 


local governments will be 


regularly updated by UNISDR 


on the campaign activities 


and other activities initiated


by partners.











UNISDR Support to the Campaign


As the coordinator of the campaign, UNISDR will cater for regional and global partnerships of support for the campaign cities - “Champions”, “role model” and participating cities - and UNISDR will in particular provide support to the following activities: 


Organization of policy dialogues, workshops and other campaign-related events at the global and regional level. 


“Induction packages” for local governments on urban risk in collaboration with training centres and academia, promoting capacity development and learning opportunities for cities and local governments in each region. 


Information and knowledge support.


High-visibility media events and communication tools.


The UN-Sasakawa Award for Disaster Risk Reduction 2010-2011, which will prioritize nominations from cities who participate in the Campaign.  





Campaign Partners





UN-Habitat and other UN agencies, World Bank, United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG), CityNet, ICLEI, World Mayors Council on Climate Change, Earthquake Megacities Initiatives (EMI), International Federation of Red Cross and Red Cross Societies (IFRC), Global Network for Civil Society Organizations for Disaster Risk Reduction, GROOTS International, Huairou Commission and others to come.








“Role model” city and local government 





Cities or local governments that already demonstrated good practices and innovation in becoming more resilient to disasters can express their interest to become a “role model” city in the campaign. 





Cities or local governments that are interested to showcase results or initiated processes for change in at least five areas out of the ten essential actions in the resilient cities “Ten-point checklist of Essentials for Making Cities Resilient” (Annex 1) shall send, in addition to the nomination form, a clear motivation letter to UNISDR explaining why this city or local government could serve as “role model” in the campaign. At least one additional stakeholder (from the academia, civil society or the private sector) shall be involved as an active partner of the designated city / local government in the campaign. 





UNISDR, with support from an international multi-disciplinary advisory panel, will review all submissions. Assigned cities or local governments will receive a formal recognition as “role model” in the campaign. 





The selected “role model” city and local government will define with UNISDR what the opportunities are for them to: 





Share their experience with other cities, through organizing city-to-city learning with study tours or training components; 


Preparing audiovisuals presenting innovative solutions for urban/local risk reduction; organizing policy dialogues; 


“Twinning up” with other cities during the campaign and similar activities.








1.	Put in place organization and coordination to understand and reduce disaster risk within the local government, based on participation of citizen groups and civil society-build local alliances. Ensure that all departments understand their role and contribution to disaster risk reduction and preparedness. �


2.	Assign a budget for disaster risk reduction and provide incentives for homeowners, low-income families, communities, businesses and public sector to invest in reducing the risks they face.�


3.	Maintain up-to-date data on hazards and vulnerabilities, prepare risk assessments and use these as the basis for urban development plans and decisions. Ensure that this information and the plans for your city’s resilience are readily available to the public and fully discussed with them.�


4.	Invest in and maintain infrastructure that reduces risk, such as flood drainage, adjusted where needed to cope with climate change. �


5.	Assess the safety of all schools and health facilities and upgrade these as necessary. �


6.	Apply and enforce realistic, risk-compliant building regulations and land use planning principles. Identify safe land for low-income citizens and develop upgrading of informal settlements, wherever feasible.  �


7.	Ensure education programmes and training on disaster risk reduction are in place in schools and local communities.  �


8.	Protect ecosystems and natural buffers to mitigate floods, storm surges and other hazards to which your city may be vulnerable. Adapt to climate change by building on good risk reduction practices.  �


9.	Install early warning systems and emergency management capacities in your city and hold regular public preparedness drills in which everyone participates. �


10.	After any disaster, ensure that the needs of the survivors are placed at the centre of reconstruction with support for them and their community organizations to design and help implement responses, including rebuilding homes and livelihoods.





Annex I





A Ten-point checklist for local governments�- Ten essentials for making cities resilient











The campaign proposes a Ten-point checklist of Ten Essentials for Making Cities Resilient to serve as a guide for commitment by Mayors. 


Have your City Council and local government sign up to this!











Ten-point Checklist - Essentials for Making Cities Resilient1








World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2010-11, UNISDR Secretariat, E-mail: isdr-campaign@un.org





1 The Checklist builds on the priorities identified in the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters - � HYPERLINK "http://www.unisdr.org/hfa" ��www.unisdr.org/hfa�











Identify your area of action during the campaign and beyond






























































Put your city on the resilient cities map!





“Participating Cities” in the Campaign





All cities and local governments that are interested in participating in the campaign are encouraged to sign-up through isdr-campaign@un.org. By doing so, they will be requested to send the nomination form (Annex 2) and to identify area of action in the campaign in relation to the “ten essentials for city resilience” (Annex 1). 





A letter from the Mayor’s office to UNISDR shall confirm the participation in the campaign, indicating which other organizations the city will engage during the campaign. 





Community groups, National Associations of local governments, academia and others can initiate the nomination process through contacting the Mayor´s office.





By sending the nomination form to UNISDR and the mayor’s letter the city / local government automatically participates in the campaign and will be added to the web-based campaign city map. The name, the city profile and focus areas will be displayed.





A campaign certificate that will be either signed virtually or in a signing ceremony will complete the sign-up process.





UNISDR encourages the Mayor’s office to seek the approval of the City Council to be officially involved as a “participating city” in the campaign. The local government shall inform the central government about the participation and notify the official Hyogo Framework for Action focal point or the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (contact information can be requested from UNISDR secretariat.)





The city will have the


possibility to actively 


exchange experiences


with other committed 


campaign cities. All


participating cities and 


local governments will 


be regularly updated 


by UNISDR on the 


campaign activities and


other activities initiated 


by partners.











General Selection Criteria





The selection of “Champions” and “role model” cities for the campaign will, in addition, be based on the principle of equitable and balanced representation (i.e. distribution among countries, regions, size of cities, regional / provincial / municipal government, geographic and hazard conditions, etc.).








Shared Responsibility





No specific funding will be provided by UNISDR to sponsor projects and initiatives by cities and local governments as part of the campaign. The cities themselves and partners are expected to support the organization of events, conferences and meetings focusing on the campaign. Specific proposals, of particular relevance to the campaign objectives, may be considered under exceptional circumstances for funding and on a case by case basis. Many partners in the campaign are available to provide support to specific requests.


UNISDR and campaign partners will cater with national, multi-lateral and bi-lateral development organizations to prioritize projects and funding for urban risk reduction. All such information will be made available on the campaign website.
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