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9.	 Explore the possibilities for increasing 
investments in DRR from the existing national 
budgets for development and earmarking 
a share for institutional capacity building 
including awareness raising;

10.	Set up a national DRR platform in every 
country which shall be replicated at regional 
and local levels and shall facilitate exchange 
of best practices among countries.

We, parliamentarians concluded that an 
extraordinary awareness-raising effort is urgently 
required at all levels, from parliamentary 
assemblies to schools; that DRR and CCA are 
important development and human rights issues; 
and that women are a key driver for building 
community awareness and resilience.  To this end, 
we agreed to focus on increasing the awareness 
and understanding of parliamentarians on DRR 
and CCA related issues through the following 
immediate actions:

1.	 The IPU shall serve as a global platform for 
engaging politicians in DRR and CCA through 

awareness campaign at the next IPU assembly 
in Bangkok in 2010;

2.	 The Costa Rican Parliament will host a regional 
parliamentary consultation on DRR and CCA in 
2009;

3.	 Chad will host the Central African consultation 
supported by UNISDR and the African 
parliamentary group in 2009;

4.	 Parliamentarians from recipient countries 
shall lobby their colleagues at the European 
Parliament and inform their scrutiny of the 
European Commission Communication on 
the EU Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction in 
Developing Countries;

5.	 The Mediterranean Assembly in partnership 
with UNISDR and other parliamentary 
networks will organise a global parliamentary 
meeting to further increase understanding 
among parliamentarians on DRR in the 
context of socio-economic development (tbc).



38

National Governments, county, municipal and 
local self governments all play a leading role in 
the implementation of the Hyogo Framework 
for Action (HFA) and the International Strategy 
for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), including through 
National Platforms as nationally owned and led 
forum or committee of multi-stakeholders which 
contribute to the implementation of the HFA.

In its “Guidelines for National Platforms for DRR”2, 
the ISDR system closely interlinked National 
Platforms with the Global Platform for DRR: “In 
the Global Platform for DRR, the National Platform 
for DRR is foreseen as the principle national 
institutional arrangement to:

•	 Improve the coherence of international action 
on DRR at all levels;

•	 Advocate and share knowledge among 
practitioners and experts; and

•	 Provide reviews and evaluations of national 
progress in DRR.” 

National Platforms for disaster risk reduction and their 
establishment have been recommended in a number 
of United Nations General Assembly Resolutions 
(e.g. A/RES/62/192 on the International Strategy for 
Disaster Reduction3). In his report, “Implementation 
of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction” 
(A/63/351)4, the UN Secretary General stated: 
“Building on the good experiences of existing 
national platforms, Member States are strongly 
urged to develop and strengthen such national 
coordination mechanisms for disaster risk reduction.” 
The final declarations of Regional Platform meetings 
have likewise highlighted the need to develop 
National Platforms for disaster risk reduction.

Multi-sectoral and multi-stakeholder National 
Platforms are understood as providing coordination, 

analysis and advice to help governments mainstream 
Disaster risk reduction into development and 
sectoral programmes, plans and policies, thus, 
having the potential to be a key instrument for the 
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 
at the national level. They bring together all the 
actors of risk management: experts, civil society, 
scientists and practitioners, from NGO, governmental 
authorities and private sector. This is even more 
important as the Hyogo Framework for Action clearly 
states that implementation of disaster risk reduction 
takes place primarily at the national and sub-national 
level.

National Platforms, through their members 
and jointly, are therefore in a position to 
advocate and assist in integrating disaster risk 
reduction into all relevant policy agendas and 
development plans. At the same time, through 
their proximity to vulnerable communities, they 
possess the legitimacy and potential to support 
mainstreaming activities at the regional level 
as well as – through their governments – at 
international fora.

National Platform representatives gathered 
in Geneva during our global meeting on 
15 June 2009, wish to convey the following 
recommendations to participants and the Chair of 
the second session of the Global Platform for 
Disaster Risk Reduction: 

Nations should:
• 	 Continue to expand their human and financial 

support to develop fully functional National 
Platforms as a means to support accelerated 
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for 
Action at local, regional and national levels;

•	 Support the development of National 
Platforms as multi-stakeholder structures 

Annex 3
Recommendations of National Platforms to the Chair and participants of the second 
session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction

2	 http://www.unisdr.org/eng/about_isdr/isdr-publications/03-guidelines-np-drr/eng-guidelines-np-drr.pdf, Annex I, p.12-13
3	 http://www.unisdr.org/eng/about_isdr/basic_docs/GA-resolution/a-res-62-192-eng.pdf
4	 http://www.unisdr.org/eng/about_isdr/basic_docs/SG-report/SG-report-63-351-eng.pdf (IV,(a),39)
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including private sector, NGO and civil society 
to 
-	 Facilitate the integration of disaster 

risk reduction in various sectors, as a 
contribution to achieve sustainable 
development in the framework of the 
Millennium Development Goals (e.g. 
poverty reduction strategies);  

-	 Take into account specific vulnerabilities of 
social groups (e.g. gender, age, ethnicity, 
etc.) in disaster risk reduction strategies;

-	 Enhance the participation of gender-
balanced and community-based 
organisations in disaster risk reduction.

•	 Use the capacities and lessons learned from 
National Platforms to develop coordination 
mechanisms and strategies for DRR at the local 
level;

•	 Facilitate and co-ordinate links between climate 
change adaptation focal points, and National 
Platforms for DRR, to avoid parallel mechanisms 
and to link existing expertise in order to reduce 
the human impact of climate change;

•	 Officially declare existing multi-stakeholder 
coordination mechanisms as National platforms 
if approved by the country’s government or self 
government and as requested by the Hyogo 
Framework for Action; 

•	 Identify and appoint disaster risk reduction 
focal points in various key Government 
ministries, as the ministerial focal point persons 
are key in the coordination and implementation 
of disaster risk reduction activities at the 
ministerial portfolio level; 

•	 Enhance information-sharing and exchange 
with other existing National Platforms through 
UN/ISDR facilitated networks and other 
National Platform channels;

•	 Promote capacity-development in DRR within 
National Platforms and develop common 
strategies through exchange of experiences 
with other countries on regional and 
international levels through information sharing 
and communication.

The UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian 
Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, through 
the UNISDR Secretariat, should:
•	 Organize and maintain a standing 

international forum of National Platforms for 
disaster risk reduction, in order to mobilise 
their potential for the implementation of 
the HFA in a participatory manner, and in 
order to support information exchange and 
coordination;

•	 Facilitate the development of a system of 
cooperation between National Platforms and 
the UN/ISDR secretariat by defining the roles 
and responsibilities of the secretariat. As an 
example, the UN/ISDR Secretariat should 
channel all information and communications 
with countries through National Platforms, 
where existing. The Charter of the National 
Commissions to the UNESCO5 may serve as a 
blueprint;

•	 Provide greater support and higher visibility 
for the National Platforms by integrating a 
presentation of the activities undertaken by 
National Platforms into the agenda of each 
Global Platform;

•	 Facilitate and co-ordinate links between 
climate change adaptation and DRR, to avoid 
parallel mechanisms and to link existing 
expertise in order to reduce the human impact 
of climate change;

•	 Enhance advice and technical support by UN/
ISDR to the development of National Platforms 
and national strategies for DRR based on the 
five priorities of the HFA.

Other ISDR system partners, including regional 
organisations, bilateral development agencies, 
non-governmental organisations and the private 
sector should:

•	 Continue to expand their technical and 
financial support to National Platforms for 
DRR, through a more systematic information-
sharing and cooperation on DRR related 
activities; 

http://unesdoc.unesco.org/images/0013/001337/133729e.pdf, p.141ff
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•	 Promote the development of HFA focal 
point institutions and National Platforms 
as critical operational organisation tool for 
more efficient and effective local and national 
implementation of the Hyogo Framework for 
Action;

•	 Strengthen mechanisms, at the national, 
regional and international levels, to support 
preparedness, emergency response and 
recovery at the local level;

•	 Establish, in those countries where it is 
needed, sub-regional funds for disaster risk 
reduction to enhance awareness raising, 
training, risk assessment, and ICT in order 
to improve availability and rapid exchange 
of information for enhanced disaster risk 
management.
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Government Delegations

Afghanistan, Albania, Algeria, Angola, Argentina, Armenia, Australia, Austria, Bahrain, Bangladesh, 
Barbados, Belgium, Benin, Bhutan, Bolivia, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei 
Darussalam, Bulgaria, Burkina Faso, Burundi, Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African 
Republic, Chad, China, Colombia, Comoros, Congo, Rep of the, Cook Islands, Costa Rica, Côte d’Ivoire, 
Croatia, Cuba, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Dominican Republic, Ecuador, Egypt, El Salvador, 
Estonia, Etiopía, Fiji, Finland, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Greece, Grenada, 
Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Iran, Islamic Rep of, Iraq, Ireland, Israel, 
Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kiribati, Korea, Rep of, Kuwait, Kyrgyzstan, Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, Lesotho, Libyan Arab Jamahiriya, Luxembourg, Macedonia, The former Yugoslav 
Rep of, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Monaco, Mongolia, 
Montenegro, Morocco, Mozambique, Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, New Zealand, Nicaragua, 
Níger, Nigeria, Norway, Pakistan, Palestinian Territory, Occupied, Panama, Paraguay, Peru, Philippines, 
Portugal, Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation, Saint Kitts and Nevis, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, 
Samoa, Sao Tome and Principe, Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Serbia, Seychelles, Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, 
South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland, Sweden, Switzerland, Syrian Arab Republic, Tajikistan, 
Tanzania, United Rep of, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Togo, Trinidad and Tobago, Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, 
Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, United Kingdom, United States of America, Uruguay, Venezuela, 
Bolivarian Rep of, Viet Nam, Yemen, Zambia

UN & International Organizations 

CCCD - Commission on Climate Change and Development 
ECLAC - Economic Commission for Latin America and the Caribbean 
FAO - Food and Agricultural Organization of the United Nations 
GEO - Group on Earth Observations 
IOC - Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission 
IPCC - Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
ICHARM - International Centre for Water Hazard and Risk Management 
ICDO - International Civil Defense Organization 
IFRC - International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
ILO - International Labour Organization 
ITU - International Telecommunication Union 
IUCN - International Union for the Conservation of Nature 
UNCRD - United Nations Centre for Regional Development 
UNICEF - United Nations Children’s Fund 
UNCCD - United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
UN/DPI - United Nations Department of Public Information 
UNDG - United Nations Development Group 
UNDP - United Nations Development Programme 
UN-ESCWA - United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia 

Annex 4
List of Participants 
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ESCAP - United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific 
UNECE - United Nations Economic Commission For Europe 
UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
UNEP - United Nations Environment Programme 
UNFCCC - United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
UNHCR - United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees 
UN-HABITAT - United Nations Human Settlements Programme 
UNIDO - United National Industrial Development Organization 
UNITAR - United Nations Institute for Training and Research 
United Nations Non-Governmental Liaison Service
OCHA - United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs 
UN/OHCHR - United Nations Office for the High Commissioner for Human Rights 
UNFPA - United Nations Population Fund 
UNRISD - United Nations Research Institute for Social Development 
UNU - United Nations University 
UNV - United Nations Volunteers 
WB - The World Bank 
WFP - World Food Programme 
WHO - World Health Organization 
WMO - World Meteorological Organization 
WWC - World Water Council 

Regional & Intergovernmental Organizations 

NDF - ACP-EU Natural Disaster Facility 
AU - African Union 
ADPC - Asian Disaster Preparedness Center 
ADRC - Asian Disaster Reduction Centre 
ASRC - Asian Seismic Risk Center 
ASEAN - Association of South East Asian Nations 
CDERA - Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency 
CEPREDENAC - Centro de Coordinacion para la Prevencion de los Desastres Naturales en America Central 
CAPRADE - Comité Andino para la Prevención y Atención de Desastres 
COMSEC - Commonwealth Secretariat 
COE - Council of Europe 
DPPI SEE - Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Initiative for South Eastern Europe 
ECO - Economic Cooperation Organization 
EC - European Commission 
LAS - League of Arab States 
OAS - Organization of American States 
PAM - Parliamentary Assembly of the Mediterranean 
RCC - Regional Cooperation Council 
SOPAC - SOPAC - Pacific Islands Applied Geoscience Commission 
SAARC - South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation 
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Civil Society Non-Governmental Organizations 

ACT - Actions by Churches Together International 
ActionAid - ActionAid International 
AKDN - Aga Khan Development Network 
AIDMI - All India Disaster Mitigation Institute 
ADRRN - Asian Disaster Reduction and Response Network 
BDPC - Bangladesh Disaster Preparedness Center 
CARE - Care International 
CRS - Catholic Relief Services 
CDP - Center for Disaster Preparedness 
Christian Aid 
Concern - Concern Worldwide 
DARA - Development Assistance Research Associates 
DWF - Development Workshop France 
EMI - Earthquake and Megacities Initiative 
SVE - European Volcanological Society 
FundaCRID - Foundation for the Coordination of Information Resources for Disaster Prevention 
GLOBE Europe - Global Legislators Organisation for a Balanced Environment in Europe 
GRF - Global Risk Forum 
Huairou Commission 
InterAction 
ICC - International Code Council 
IMC - International Medical Corps 
IRHA - International Rainwater Harvesting Alliance 
KWF - Korea Water Forum 
Mercy Corps 
NSET - National Society for Earthquake Technology 
Oxfam International 
Plan International 
Practical Action 
ProAct - ProAct Network 
Risk RED - Risk RED 
Saritsa Foundation 
International Save the Children Alliance 
Tearfund 
WSPA - World Society for the Protection of Animals 
World Vision International 
WWF - World Wide Fund For Nature 

Private Sector 

ESRI - Environmental Systems Research Institute 
Dynamics Associates, LCC 
INTERNATIONAL CENTRE FOR EMERGENCY TECHNIQUES
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Academic & Research Institutions 

CRED - Centre for Research on the Epidemiology of Disasters 
DDC - Disaster and Development Centre 
GFMC - Global Fire Monitoring Centre 
ISET - Institute for Social and Environmental Transition 
CIIFEN - International Research Centre on ‘El Niño’ 
DRM - World Institute for Disaster Risk Management 
Lausanne University - IGAR – Institute of Geomatics and Risk Analysis
Geneva University -  CERG – Certificat de spêcialisation en evaluation et management de risques 

News & Media 

BBC 

Networks & Others 

AIDA ADVANCING (ICT FOR DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT) CONSORTIUM	
Advisory Group on Local Governments and URR 
Asia Regional Task Force on Urban Risk Reduction 
BOND - British Overseas NGOs for Development 
COGSS & DPE - Coalition for Global School Safety and Disaster Prevention Education 
CoRISK INTERNATIONAL
Duryog Nivaran 
EU-CORD - EU-CORD 
GDN - Gender and Disaster Network, the 
Global Network of Civil Society Organisations for Disaster Reduction 
GLOBAL HUMANITARIAN FORUM 

GLOBAL EMERGENCY GROUP

GROOTS - Grassroots Organizations Operating Together in Sisterhood 
IAWE - International Association for Wind Engineering 
ICL - International Consortium of Landslides 
ICSU - International Council for Science 
IRP - International Recovery Platform 
Sovereign Military Order of Malta
ProVention Consortium 
RADIX - Radical Interpretations of Disasters and Radical Solutions 
RICS - Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors 
STC - Scientific and Technical Committee 
SCHR - Steering Committee for Humanitarian Response 
UN Thematic Platform on Knowledge and Education 
UCLG - United Cities and Local Governments 
VOICE - Voluntary Organisations in Cooperation in Emergencies 
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