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WHO STATEMENT TO THE 
3rd GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 2011
Mr Chairman, Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It gives me great pleasure to address the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction on behalf of the World Health Organization.  

Since we last met at the Global Platform in 2009, there have been many tragic disasters at community, national and global scales which have caused the loss of thousands of lives and affected the health of millions of people. We have identified lessons from these experiences, including pandemic preparedness, from which we will learn and put into practice.
The nature of these disasters and their impact on health have reinforced the critical need for a multisectoral and proactive approach to the protection of people's health. After all, protecting the health of people is our ultimate collective goal. 
Over the past two years, substantial progress has been made by many countries across the world aimed at improving health outcomes for people at risk of disasters. In addition to several high-level policy commitments which have been made by WHO Member States at Regional levels, Chile will present a WHO Executive Board resolution on strengthening national health emergency and disaster management capacity and resilience of health systems for the consideration of all the Member States of WHO at next week's World Health Assembly. This will put the issue of disaster risk management at the heart of the discussions among Ministers of Health on global health policy.
Responding to the 2009 Global Platform's target on Safe Hospitals and the concerted advocacy efforts by the ISDR system, countries have given priority to the safety and preparedness of health facilities. More than 42 countries now have active programmes on safer hospitals. Through their initiative, health facilities which require retrofitting or other safety improvements have been identified, new disaster facilities have been made more resilient,  and hospitals which were damaged by disasters have been built back safer than before. We call upon countries and the international community to support these efforts and to turn the safety assessments into the reality of a safer health facilities which can function and deliver critical health care in a disaster.
A sign of progress is the many sessions at this Global Platform which give the opportunity for the health sector to play a more active role in this multisectoral forum on disaster risk reduction. The representation of the health sector is also much higher than before, so the health sector is ramping up its participation. 

In order to protect people's health, we need to ensure there is capacity for action at the local level. The work force for health is widely represented to the last corners of the countries.
To support the front-line health workforce, a Joint Statement on Scaling-up the Community-based Health Workforce for Emergencies was launched at this Global Platform. This Statement has been developed by the Global Health Workforce Alliance, International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies, UNICEF, Save the Children, UN High Commission for Refugees, WHO and other partners, and calls for support to strengthen the capacity of the community-based health workforce in all aspects of emergency risk management. 
The technical skills accumulated in the health sector are vast. A common Global Plan of Action on Disaster Risk Management led by the multisectoral thematic health platform will not only harness these capacities, but also help to strengthen the collaboration among health and non-health sectors for implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action from a health perspective.
Through the combined efforts of Country Offices, Regional Offices and Headquarters and our partners, WHO will continue to support the development of country, community and institutional capacities so that the health sector will be a stronger actor in multisectoral disaster risk management at all levels.
Our way forward must be collaborative. WHO can assure this community that we will enhance our work together with our partners across all sectors, in public and private and civil society, and at the international level, to ensure that health of people is protected from the risks of disasters. We have a considerable momentum to build upon and we look forward to working with you all to put  people and their health at the centre of our collective efforts on disaster risk reduction.
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