STATEMENT BY THE NETHERLANDS ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
Second session of the Global Platform for DRR, 16-19 June 2009

Ladies and gentlemen,

The number of natural disasters, specifically climate-related disasters like floods, has increased rapidly over the last few decades, especially in developing countries. The damage caused by natural disasters not only incurs heavy costs in terms of the immediate response; it can also derail socioeconomic development and seriously undermine efforts to achieve the Millennium Development Goals.  

Of course, responding to natural disasters is our first task. But we also have to strengthen coping capacity and tackle the underlying factors that lead to vulnerability. In other words we need to address the full spectrum of disaster risk reduction, including prevention, mitigation and preparedness. Disaster Risk Reduction is about more than providing humanitarian aid; it is just as much about development cooperation and climate adaptation. 

The Netherlands welcomes the increased international interest in Disaster Risk Reduction, of which this Global Platform is an example. We support the central, coordinating role of the UN International Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction when it comes to the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, which is the international basis for further policy development and discussion 

As the Czech Republic mentioned in its capacity as holder of the EU Presidency, the EU recently adopted Council Conclusions on a Union-wide strategy for supporting DRR in developing countries. This strategy proposes a comprehensive approach that integrates DRR into development cooperation policies and into policy development and planning in the developing countries themselves. 

In line with these Council Conclusions, the Netherlands is planning to mainstream DRR into development cooperation and to step up its DRR policies within existing development frameworks. To that end we are strengthening our ties with key multilateral institutions in this field, such as ISDR and the Global Facility for Disaster Risk Reduction and Recovery. In formulating policy we are approaching disaster risk reduction from a variety of angles, including development cooperation, humanitarian aid and climate change. 

From the development perspective we will also pay more attention in our sector-wide approach to disaster risks and the need to reduce them. Integration of DRR into development cooperation policies and strategies, such as PRSPs or sector programmes, should obviously be done in close collaboration with developing countries, who should retain full ownership. 

In the field of humanitarian aid, attention is given to disaster preparedness, specifically in the areas of capacity-building, awareness-raising and the promotion of rapid-response mechanisms. In cooperation with the Netherlands Red Cross, capacity-building programmes have been put in place to enhance the awareness and capacity of disaster preparedness as well as climate change adaptation of Red Cross and Red Crescent associations in developing countries. 

In the field of climate change, as elsewhere, prevention is our watchword. The Netherlands is actively involved in the mitigation of global climate change, still the most effective way to prevent unacceptable climate change and its negative consequences. However, timely adaptation measures taken in developing countries may prevent further damage and disasters. Financial support for adaptation in developing countries, especially the least developed and the most vulnerable, should be facilitated internationally, additional to ODA, to ensure that there are sufficient resources available to meet the Millennium Development Goals. Any new climate deal should incorporate climate adaptation. In the run-up to the UNFCCC negotiations the Netherlands – along with several other donors and the World Bank – is conducting a study on the global cost of adaptation. The results are expected to be available by October. 

Ladies and gentlemen,

Disaster risk reduction pays off, not only in terms of the money saved from response and recovery, but also as an investment in sustainable development and poverty alleviation. The Netherlands is committed to integrating DRR into its policies on development cooperation, climate change and humanitarian aid, thereby contributing to the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action.

Thank you. 
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