[image: image1.emf]



	


UNITED REPUBLIC OF TANZANIA

COUNTRY STATEMENT 

BY
HON.MOHAMED ABOUD MOHAMED, MINISTER OF STATE IN THE SECOND VICE PRESIDENT’S OFFICE, THE REVOLUTIONARY GOVERNMENT OF ZANZIBAR
ON THE PROGRESS IN IMPLEMENTING THE HYOGO FRAMEWORK FOR ACTION 

PRESENTED AT THE THIRD SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
08TH TO 13TH MAY, 2011
GENEVA, SWITZERLAND

	


Madam Chairperson,

On behalf of my delegation, I wish to express my sincere gratitude to the meeting organizer for availing us the opportunity to participate in this meeting. I wish also to thank H.E Dr. Asha-Rose Migiro, the Deputy Secretary General of the United Nations for her presence to this important meeting which, provides unique opportunity for the international community to evaluate progress made and challenges remained in addressing the disaster related problems. My delegation would like to assure you Madam Chairperson of our full cooperation for successful outcome of the platform.

Allow me Madam Chairperson, to take this opportunity to extend the United Republic of Tanzania deepest sympathy and condolences to the people of Japan for the loss of lives and property destructions caused by the earthquake and Tsunami that struck the country in March 2011.

Madam Chairperson,
The United Republic of Tanzania like other countries of the world continues to experience the unfortunate disasters both natural and man-made. These have resulted to the loss of lives and properties, coupled with considerable and widespread suffering of livelihoods and thus exacerbating the already grim food insecurity faced by the country.

Tanzania takes this opportunity to reaffirm its utmost importance it attaches to the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action, which offers guiding principles, priorities for action, and practical means for achieving disaster resilience for vulnerable communities.

Since our last meeting held in 2009, Tanzania has undertaken numerous initiatives aimed at aligning our National Development Strategy and Plans with five thematic priority areas of HFA.

I am pleased to report some of the achievements including conducting public awareness programmes as well as developing of a National Preparedness and Response Plan and Disaster Communication Strategy. In addition, the government is in the process of introducing Disaster Risk Management into Primary and Higher learning institutions syllabuses. 

Madam Chairperson,
Despite the government efforts and commitment to achieve the HFA goals, we are still facing some challenges, amongst others, 

a. Inadequate skilled personnel with technical capacity, and modern technology to address Disaster Risk Reduction issues particularly at community levels.

b. Inadequate research on Disaster Risk Reduction.
c. Lack of adequate funds and well trained personnel to address all issues along the Disaster Risk Reduction Framework. 

d. Challenges posed by rapid urbanization due to rural- urban migration

e. Lack of 24/7 National Emergency Operation Centre (EOC) to monitor and coordinate the disaster operations.
f. Effects of Climate Change.

g. Lack of expertise and equipment of search and rescue for marine related emergencies.

Madam Chairperson,

As I conclude, much has been said with respect to accomplishments and challenges. Please allow me to make the following request in the form of recommendations:

a. A great deal of global efforts to mitigate the negative effects from disaster through international cooperation is essential. My delegation believes that by strengthening the capacity of our people and the institutions in the areas of preparedness, response, mitigation and recovery we could reduce the risk of disasters in our country.
b. Strengthening of regional and international cooperation in disease and pest control as well as climate change adaptation, information sharing and conflict resolution is also of vital importance, and lastly,
c. We argue the international community and development partners to continue assisting the United Republic of Tanzania through both technical and financial assistance necessary to achieving the goals of HFA.

I thank you.
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