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Statement by the Ambassador/ Deputy Permanent Representative of the Permanent Mission of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar on the Third Session of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
Geneva, Switzerland                                9-13 May, 2011

Good Morning Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen


First of all, on behalf of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar and Myanmar Delegations, I would like to express my deep acknowledgement to the responsible persons from UNISDR for their greatest endeavor on Global Disaster Risk Reduction Activities.


As everybody is aware, nowadays, natural disasters’ challenges and Climate Change threats are increasing in frequency and intensity. On the other hand, they are the natural phenomena we cannot evade or impede.


That is why, the most effective way to cope with these problems is to take preventive actions and mitigate the impacts of the emergencies as much as we can. We are striving for responding the disasters in an effective manner through cooperative mechanism. For example, Tahlay earthquake in the eastern part of Myanmar had been destroyed and 75 people were killed and 380 houses were damaged in recent month. Now, we already made recovery process for the victims. Since, the new Government has been formed under the 2008 Constitution and our new President is also encouraging Disaster Management Efforts to be done forcefully with full capacities.


In his speech, he stated to preserve national resources and environment for prevention of climate change. For Disaster Risk Reduction as a National Priority, Myanmar endorsed Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) which is the outcome Disaster Reduction Guideline for the next decades and participated by nearly 4000 delegates from 168 countries. Moreover, we are adopting ASEAN Agreement on Disaster Management and Emergency Respond (AADMER) in July 2005.

Therefore, the process of identifying National Focal Point and Competent Authorities is now underway. In order to implement HFA and AADMER, the Ministry of Social Welfare, Relief and Resettlement, the focal Ministry for Disaster Management in Myanmar, developed Myanmar Action Plan on Disaster Risk Reduction (MAPDRR) 2009-2015 through a consultative and partnership approach.
 Your Excellencies and Distinguished Delegates

As you all have already known, in DRR Mechanism, capacity building and knowledge management are playing in a leading role. So, we are raising awareness of the Communities by mean of different approaches.
Not only Trainees of Trainers (TOTs) and Disaster Management Courses for Local Government Officials and Community members but also the Interdepartmental Capacity Building Programmes are being conducted. Awareness on DRR and CCA for the local people has been enhanced accidentally or overtly.

Furthermore, regarding to respond to disaster, the better and faster way of providing the assistances to the victims end to end has been utilized for relieving their physical and mental sufferings. The impact which exceeds the capabilities and resources of the local Government will be intervened by the Central Government itself.


In conclusion, based on the experience and lessons learned, remarkable recovery had been achieved on responding to disasters if we compare to Cyclone Nargis and GIRI. We have mitigated the impacts of Cyclone GIRI significantly and provided the necessary assistances to the Victims and they reached under shelters within 24 hours. However, we are seeking for more investment in DRR, such as preparedness and preventions at the grassroots level of the communities to reduce the expenditure of the recovery Sectors. Last but not least, on behalf of the Republic of the Union of Myanmar I would like to express sincere thanks to UN agencies and the all International Organizations such as UNDP, UNISDR, UNOCHA, Action Aid, UN-HABITAT, IRC, ADPC, ADRC etc.,

 Thank you.

