Statement of the Islamic Republic of Iran 

At the 3rd Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction

Geneva, 8-13 May 2011 

Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I wish to begin by expressing my deep appreciations and thanks to the organizers of the 3rd Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, in particular to the secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) and its partners for their invaluable humanitarian endeavors and excellent organization of this important event.

Mr. President,

The global increasing trend of disasters triggered by natural hazards shows the long-term and heavy task of decision makers and managers in order to achieve satisfactory reduction of disasters risk as put in the Hyogo Framework for Action. 

Since the adoption of the Hyogo Framework for Action 5 years ago, the outcomes of many efforts for disaster reduction at local, national, regional and international levels are tangible and encouraging, but there is need for more efforts and solid investment in some areas in order to meet a number of challenges to ensure real decrease in disaster risk in people’s life.
 I wish to mention a few of them:

1) Lack of adequate resources for effective investment in disaster risk reduction 
2) Creation and enhancement of institutional and technical capacities 

3) Short and mid-term programmes and projects to enhance capacities of community based institutions

4) Promotion of culture of safety and disaster risk reduction in people’s individual and social life.

5) Transfer of technology with no limitation

6) Comprehensive and stronger cooperation and partnership between academic and technical and scientific centers and disaster risk reduction institutions and decision makers at national and international levels,

7) Inadequacy of common methodologies and standards which result in fragmentation of planning and implementation of disaster risk reduction

8) Ensuring the principle of impartiality in addressing the humanitarian needs 

I wish to encourage all relevant actors to address these challenges and would like to request the secretariat of the UNISDR to coordinate the global efforts toward meeting these needs.

Mr. President, Ladies and Gentlemen,

The Islamic Republic of Iran as a very disaster prone country has taken a number of measures in the recent years toward implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action. In the area of national priorities, disaster risk reduction and management are given highest level of attention and are supported through establishment of appropriate legislative foundations and required institutional and structural mechanisms and setups.

Just as an example, 2,600,000 housing units have been constructed over the past 2 years based on all safety and disaster risk reduction standards for the vulnerable people under the Maskan Mehr project.

Important and successful programmes such as upgrading codes and regulations of constructions and buildings to prevent disasters, retrofitting vulnerable buildings, development of disaster risk identification and assessment capacities and enhancement of hazard monitoring and early warning  as well as disaster preparedness and response are initiated and being implemented.

I wish to conclude by reiterating the full support of the Islamic Republic of Iran to the ISDR and its secretariat for their commendable efforts in disaster risk reduction and declaring of our full preparedness in expansion of cooperation in all areas related to disaster risk reduction and management. 
I take the opportunity to also express our sympathy and solidarity with the people affected by recent disasters in Haiti, Pakistan and Japan and to commend the excellent efforts of the governments and people of these countries to assist the affected people.

I thank you for your attention.

