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Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,
Distinguished Delegates,
On behalf of the Government of Georgia, I would like to thank United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) for convening the Preparatory Committee meeting for the Third UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (WCDRR). Engagement in the preparation of the WCDRR is of high importance for Georgia.
Distinguished Delegates,

Due to the complicated landscape and specific geographical conditions, natural hazards and the resulting disasters in Georgia are characterized by high extensiveness, frequency and risk level, substantially affecting the national economy with damage to human health, infrastructure and environment. 
Georgia is committed to achieving the strategic goals of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015 “Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters”. It is noteworthy that Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) is gradually evolving as a priority for the Government of Georgia and progress in addressing disaster risk issues has been made across various sectors, i.a. Georgia augmented allocations of funds from the state budget for monitoring, forecast and prevention measures in the sphere of environmental and disaster risk management. Our goal is to move to proactive Disaster Risk Reduction approach.

In order to ensure protection and safety of Georgian population and the loss reduction, the whole of Georgian Government has a complex approach. In this context, the State Security and Crisis Management Council of Georgia is updating the existing Threat Assessment document, which includes the list of identified threats of natural hazards. According to the list, the DRR Policy and the plan of implementation will be elaborated and adopted. The DRR Policy is meant to be the main document for DRR management in Georgia.  Moreover, to strengthen the DRR system and improve preparedness, in March 2014 the DRR Capacity Assessment was conducted and by the end of 2014 the National Plan of Action for capacity development in the DRR will be developed, under the leadership of the Georgian Government and the UN Country team. 

In parallel, as you are aware, in June 2014 Georgia signed "EU-Georgia Association Agreement" and “Association Agenda” was adopted, which stipulate the need for dialogue and gradual approximation of the national legislation towards  a number of EU policies and legislation, including in particular civil protection, floods management and industrial accident prevention. It should be noted, that we already have some success in this direction, such as this year, Parliament of Georgia adopted a new law on “Civil Safety”, developed based on recommendations from the EU experts. It legally covers emergency management framework and its cycle: prevention, preparedness, response and recovery. In parallel, having participated in the second pilot peer review of disaster risk management policies in Europe in the context of the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) through a delegated expert (peer review of HFA implementation of Finland), we regard peer reviews as an excellent technical assistance tool where policy recommendations also could be greatly beneficial for the EU neighboring countries. Furthermore, we support Peer Review of HFA implementation as a tool to assist countries in improving accountability, transparency and governance for DRR.
We are also delighted that this year Georgia joined “Making Cities Resilient” campaign, a vehicle for local level Disaster Risk Reduction, addressing issues of local governance and urban risks. Enhancing potential of local governments in Disaster Risk Reduction is of paramount importance and, furthermore, crucial for attaining sustainable results.
Ladies and Gentlemen,

Reducing vulnerability in today’s changing global landscape is a cross-cutting and complex development issue requiring an unprecedented effort and international community needs to renew its commitment and prioritize disaster risk reduction on the global agenda.

We support inclusion of a security perspective in the post-HFA framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. Furthermore, we deem co-operation between States on disaster risk reduction to be a useful tool in diminishing tensions as part of a broader effort to prevent conflict, building confidence and promote good neighbourly relations. Furthermore, disasters, including small-scale and slow-onset disasters, can pose a serious threat to stability and security of States.
The fact that the post-Hyogo Framework for Action, the successor to the Millennium Development Goals and a new climate agreement are expected in 2015 gives us an exceptional opportunity to strengthen disaster risk reduction through new international instruments. DRR needs to be further integrated assured across development strategies, plans, multi sector policies, frameworks, development co-operation, foreign and security policies. We deem the links between relevant international and regional agreements, environmental conventions and post-Hyogo Framework for Action should be further supported.  It is notable we need to ensure stronger emphasis on trans-boundary risks and cooperation.
Kindly let me conclude by wishing you productive work and expressing hope that our efforts would be a significant step forward in identification of practical ways for effective implementation of disaster risk reduction activities at all levels.

Thank you!
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