STATEMENT OF THE NETHERLANDS ON DISASTER RISK REDUCTION 
by Yoka Brandt, Director-General for International Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Third session of the Global Platform for DRR, 8-13 May 2011

Ladies and gentlemen,

Since the adoption of the Hyogo Framework for Action in 2005 there has been increasing international attention for disaster risk reduction. Significant progress has been made, especially in strengthening advocacy and improving disaster preparedness and early warning. At the same time we still face major challenges. The number of disasters, especially climate-related disasters such as floods and droughts, is increasing. Developing countries in particular are vulnerable to natural disasters. They exact a heavy toll, not only because the costs of response and recovery are high, but also because of their impact on development. They seriously undermine the possibilities of achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  

The Netherlands welcomes the increasing importance given to DRR, as this third session of the Global Platform shows us yet again. The themes we are discussing – ‘invest today for a safer tomorrow and increased investment in local action' – clearly reflect the main challenges ahead. To make further progress we need to expand active support for DRR to sectors such as planning and finance, and to integrate DRR into sector programmes on infrastructure, water and health. DRR goes beyond the scope of humanitarian aid. It is also related to climate adaptation and, as Hungary, the current holder of the Presidency of the European Union, has pointed out, it should be integrated more firmly and systematically into development cooperation policies. It is important to use the momentum generated for DRR in the aftermath of major disasters to take serious steps forward; we welcome the organisation of the World Reconstruction Conference within the framework of the Global Platform. 
At the same time, we need to translate our policy intentions at international and national level into implementation at local level. Two years after the report 'Views from the Frontline' appeared, there are still many clouds but little rain. Good governance and transparency should be stimulated: progress is best achieved when different actors such as local and national governments, civil society, the private sector and donors work closely together. 
The Netherlands has increased its commitment in the field of DRR and actively supports the main international instruments such as ISDR and the Global Facility for DRR. ISDR has an essential role to play in the field of advocacy, dissemination of information and coordination. At the same time we are investing in capacity building, for example through the Red Cross.

The challenge is now to incorporate DRR into development cooperation, making it common practice in relevant sectors such as water, food security and health. The Netherlands intends to focus on DRR in its forthcoming round of multi-annual planning. We also recognise the important role of civil society in particular in promoting implementation practices at local level. Since the beginning of this year, the Netherlands has been funding the Partners for Resilience programme, an alliance of Dutch NGOs aimed at strengthening resilience and capacity at local level. The funding scheme we set up has also stimulated partnerships between different NGOs and links between their policies, in this case between DRR, climate adaptation and environment. 

Water and food security are among the key priorities of the new Dutch development cooperation policy. They are closely linked and are both essential elements of poverty reduction, sustainable economic growth and the fostering of resilience. The choice of these two priorities has increased opportunities to integrate DRR into development policy, especially during the recovery phase, benefiting from existing expertise and partnerships with local governments, NGOs and the private sector.

Ladies and gentlemen,

Disaster risk reduction pays off, not only because it cuts the cost of response and recovery, but also because it is an investment in sustainable development and poverty reduction. The Netherlands remains committed to integrating DRR in its policies on development cooperation, climate change and humanitarian aid. It is also committed to working together with developing countries and other stakeholders and to reducing vulnerability and strengthening capacity. In this way, it is contributing to the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action.

Thank you. 
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