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Madam Chair, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I feel both privileged and humble today to report to this distinguished audience on behalf of over a dozen Private Sector Advisory Group (PSAG) members, who a few days ago honored by electing me to serve as their chair. 

The history of the PSAG is very brief, starting about a year ago with the Secretary General’s vision of more actively harnessing the knowledge, resources and energy of the private sector to accelerate progress on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). 6-9 months ago, Special UN Representative Margareta Wahlstrom began bringing together private sector members active in sustainability and disaster prevention from diverse business areas. Some of us, having never before heard of the UN’s International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR), labeled it ‘the UN’s best kept secret’. The world needs to know about it!

This week the PSAG made its public entrance at the 3rd Global Platform (GP) meeting. Participation highlights included:

· A press conference releasing our ‘Statement of Commitment by the Private Sector for Disaster Prevention, Resilience and Risk Reduction’ (Statement), that I will later elaborate on.

· Presentation of the above at the Plenary Statements session

· A Private Sector Roundtable that included members of the public sector

· Individual PSAG member engagement in numerous GP panels and discussion forums

The GP also enabled our group to come closer together, organize itself and develop plans and goals for the immediate future.

The question has occurred to you: Why is the private sector here?  Besides social responsibility and building goodwill, there is a strong business case that the private sector heavily shares in the cost of disasters and has a vital interest in resilience. Without stability and functional continuity, the economic foundation of security, prosperity and growth, on which private sector investment is based, is endangered. The same public that suffer from disasters are our employees, our customers and our suppliers.  Who is not in at least one of those categories?

However, we came to the GP not just to speak, but even more to listen and learn.  Important takeaways we gained are that:

· Hazards have no borders, color or economic level

· Hazards are natural.  Disasters are human. They result from our own human decisions and thus are within our powers to change.

· The sensitive groups of women, children and the poor are those suffering most from disasters

· The need to move from a culture of ‘re‘ to a culture of ‘pre‘. More prevention and preparedness to require less recovery and reconstruction. Sustainable solutions based on root cause understanding rather than repetitive bandages.

· Building trust and breaking down barriers is essential to moving from ‘re’ to ‘pre’. Trust and barriers not only between public and private sectors, but also within segments of the private sector itself.

· Frameworks can be global and national, but solutions and actions are predominantly local

· Awareness building is critical. The UN superbly led global awareness-building on climate change. Now the same awareness-building is needed on disaster prevention and resilience. ‘Best kept secret’ need it be no more.

· Real sustainability includes both reducing our environmental impact and becoming more resilient. DRR is a component of sustainable economic and social development.

Turning to action, I mentioned earlier the private sector Statement we introduced at this GP. If you haven’t already seen it, please access it thru ISDR.  It contains three commitments to disaster prevention, resilience and risk reduction and a voluntary call to action with five essentials, the headlines of which are:

1. Promote and develop public-private partnerships

2. Leverage sectoral private sector expertise and strengths

3. Foster a collaborative exchange and dissemination of data

4. Support national and local risk assessments

5. Support the development and strengthening of national and local laws, regulations, policies and programs

We invite all private sector entities sharing such commitment to join in signing on to this Statement.  The goal is 1000 signatories within 12 months, which I personally believe we will exceed. The PSAG, under ISDR, aims to serve as a catalyst bringing together a wide range of private sector entities into a global partnership for action that will encompass private businesses large and small, multiregional and local, business trade organizations, as well as government-owned business enterprises. 

To achieve these near term goals, PSAG has organized along four task groups:

· Communication and awareness 

· Metrics: an abundance of statistics and data are presented, but we still lack clear metrics for what really constitutes a resilient region, city, community or even building.

· Partnerships

· Support and resources: we aim to become self-sufficient in carrying out these efforts

In closing, one thought that emerged this week is the notion of micro-resilience.  If we exist today, it is because our ancestors practiced such micro-resilience. Our ancestors lacked the technology, communication and governmental omni-presence we enjoy, but they greatly respected the forces of nature and recognized the vulnerability of humans. Our ancestors knew where to live and how to build.

If what we’re beginning creates a million lights of resilience, we’ll have all come closer to achieving our common purpose. 

Thank you.

