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Thank you Mr. Chairman,
The number and intensity of extreme weather events in the ESCWA and Arab regions have increased in recent years, and has been attributed to climate change and climate variability.  Severe flash floods, cyclones, heat waves, droughts and other climate hazards were experienced in Oman, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, the Syrian Arab Republic, Yemen and in other countries in the region resulting in natural disasters, damage to infrastructure, and the displacement of people. Together with rising sea levels and the threat of tsunamis, the events could result in more disasters unless prompt actions are taken to reduce risks. Vulnerable communities – especially in poor developing countries – are more exposed to climate-related disaster risks than communities that have been able to invest in disaster preparedness and increase their resilience to climate change.  It is therefore imperative to assess socio-economic vulnerabilities to natural disasters and climate change through a common lens in view of ensuring consistency and complementarity between climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction strategies at the regional, national and local levels.   

Disaster risk reduction can be implemented as adaptation strategy to climate change. ESCWA in collaboration with other partners in the region are responding to the challenges posed by climate-related distastes through analytical work and policy advisory services. A comprehensive regional methodological approach for a model-based integrated assessment is set out by ESCWA in collaboration with other partners as part of the Regional Initiative for the Assessment of the Impact of Climate Change on Water Resources and Socio-Economic Vulnerability in the Arab Region. In this approach, regional climate modeling is utilized to identify the impacts of climate change on water resources taking into consideration regional specificities for development of climate scenarios and hydrological responses. A socio-economic vulnerability assessment will be then carried out based on the results of the impact assessment to identify and map hotspots and associated risks through geo-spatial tools.   

The Regional Initiative will then provide a comprehensive picture of climate change impacts and vulnerabilities across Arab countries, and thus support the preparation of regional and national climate change adaptation strategies that incorporate disaster risk reduction measures based on a common understanding of potential impacts, risks and threats. This analytical approach will be complemented by inter-governmental consultations, capacity building workshops, and public awareness campaigns to improve understanding of risk, vulnerability and disaster reduction within a changing climate context. In addition, the regional initiative will provide the Arab countries with the tools, capacities and supporting mechanisms that would minimize exposure to climate-related hazards.   

ESCWA contributed to the preparation of the Arab Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and will play a key role to its implementation in particular in dealing with key threats of common concern affecting the vulnerability of the Arab countries that include, among others, floods, drought and sea water intrusion into coastal groundwater aquifers. This role will call on the mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction and climate change measures into national and regional sustainable development planning.

To practically establish the nexus between climate change adaptation and managing and reducing associated risks, the following are the proposed actions and joint regional priority activities that ESCWA in collaboration with other partner could focus on:
· Mapping vulnerability of flash floods and potential for water resources augmentation through rainfall harvesting by building small dams and recharge of ground water.

· Study of vulnerabilities of coastal and low-lying areas due to sea water rise and assessment of threats to human activities, coastal aquifers and agriculture.
· Assist member states to develop capacities to identify, assess and monitor risk from climatic hazards and to strengthen of regional, national and local institutional arrangements. 
· Develop joint projects with the member states that address practical problems on the ground to advance climate change adaptation through the application of disaster risk reduction methods.
· Promote public awareness on vulnerabilities and risk assessment through information dissemination and development of policy briefs for decision making.

In order to implement these activities, there is a need to establish and/or strengthen multi-sectoral platforms at the regional and national levels to oversee the process of integrating climate change adaptation into disaster risk reduction in the ESCWA region. This will call for a new set of policy instruments, models of coherent coordinated actions and effective financial planning and mechanism.  
In closing, I want to assure that ESCWA stands ready to serve Member States in assessing their vulnerability to climate change impacts and preparing adaptation strategies and measures for reducing their risk to natural disasters within the broader context of achieving sustainable development.
Thank you.

