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REPORT ON INDIVIDUAL EVENT
	Date of event:
	17 June 2009
	Your name:
	Angelika Planitz


	Event type (tick the box): 
	Event name (write the name below):

	
	Pre-session
	

	
	High-level panel
	

	
	Round Table
	

	
	Informal Plenary 
	

	x
	Special Event
	Pacific Special Event: Big Ocean, Small Islands – Addressing 
Disaster Risk in the Pacific Region

	
	Other
	


	Number of participants -
(Please count or estimate this, as not all will be recorded in the list.)
	Total:  30


__________________________________________________________________________________

1) Key questions or issues raised, main challenges or constraints identified (say, max 5): 
If possible, record who raised these.
· Whilst the scale and impact of disaster events in Pacific island countries is often not significant enough to feature at the global level and in international disaster databases, they are immense relative to Pacific island countries’ economic, social and environmental context (often losses in the realm of 25 – 100% of GDP). Global level advocacy with donors and policy makers therefore needs to be intensified to raise the awareness of Pacific island countries’ challenges and needs.
· Climate change is showing disproportionate and growing impacts in Pacific island countries, of which many are low lying and prone to sea level rise. This is resulting in high costs of adaptation relative to the GDP of Pacific island countries. 

· The vast geographic spread of many Pacific island countries makes capacity building, networking and communication more difficult, resource and time consuming adding to the challenges of capacity building for disaster reduction and recovery.
· Customary tenure versus resource tenure systems makes compliance to spatial planning, land use, building codes and similar risk reduction initiatives more challenging.
· The degradation of natural capital and ecosystems and the erosion of traditional knowledge and practices are of particular concern to the resilience of Pacific island countries and communities.

· The capacity of Pacific island countries to absorb available financial and technical support, in the aftermath of disasters and in general terms, is strained due to limited human resources and increasing brain drain.
2) Principal proposed solutions, messages or recommendations:

If possible, record who offered these.
· In view of scarce human and financial resources in Pacific island countries, a more integrated approach, both at regional and national level, is recommended to rationalize support needs. The Pacific Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Management and the Pacific Climate Change Round Table are considered the key vehicles at the regional level. Such regional and national level efforts will benefit greatly from the consolidation and rationalization of policy and funding mechanisms for adaptation and DRR at the global level. 
· In order to build the management, technical and scientific base for integrating DRR and CCA a considerable investment into long-term capacity building programmes is needed.  Priorities for capacity building include monitoring, data collection, information management, climate forecasting, downscaling of climate projections (at national, island and community level), early warnings systems, and hazard risk analysis.
· Regional support mechanisms for DRR/CCA have traditionally been the main avenue of financial and technical assistance for Pacific island countries. Whilst it is important that these are sustained and further resourced, there is a need to match regional resources with bilateral and multilateral assistance arrangement at national and local level. Urgent and increased levels of investment are needed in the form of flexible and sustained funding to initiatives led by communities, civil society, central and local government, the private sector and other agencies which are promoting development centered risk reduction and adaptation initiatives on a prolonged basis.
· Institutional capacity development in the Pacific region is still largely concentrated at national levels. Greater focus needs to be placed at the local government to create an enabling environment for risk sensitive planning that makes communities central to the planning process. Highly vulnerable Pacific island communities need to be made central to risk reduction and adaptation initiatives so that their development priorities can be addressed, with a particular focus upon livelihoods. A top down – bottom up approach needs to be pursued so that national mainstreaming initiatives are complemented by locally led initiatives that are driven by communities in partnership with local government and civil society.

· Some Pacific island countries have commenced integrating disaster risk reduction considerations into the health and education sectors, both in terms of disaster proofing health and education infrastructure and in terms of ensuring critical service continuation. However, more political will, financial and technical support is required for institutionalizing these mainstreaming processes into the national policies and regulations and to increase the coverage of retrofitting schemes for multiple-hazards.
· There is an urgent need to embed recovery into national planning, institutional and legislative arrangements for disaster risk management in Pacific island countries and to strengthen their capacities to undertake post-disaster recovery assessments that are informed by adequate baseline data and undertaken according to standard assessment methodologies. Especially the ability to assess indirect and longer-term socio-economic impacts of disasters is still limited.
· The perceived cost of risk reduction measures still acts as a disincentive to integrate risk reduction into the recovery process in PICs. Therefore, socio-economic analysis tools, including cost-benefit analysis, should be further promoted to raise awareness and provide evidence that investing in risk reduction during the recovery process will ultimately result in savings.

3) Conclusions by the Chair of the event:
· Political will and commitment are the key starting blocks for getting disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation mainstreamed into the development process through the Pacific region. The regional high-level advocacy approach practiced in the region will be instrumental for this.

· Disaster risk reduction is a ‘whole-of-country’ issue and requires a two-way-traffic by which national level strategies are scaled-down to the community level and community based approaches are scaled-up.

· There is great urgency in linking disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation and integrating efforts for developing and implementing National Action Plans for Disaster Risk Reduction and National Adaptation Programmes of Action. As well to strengthen the institutional partnership between the disaster and climate change communities.
· Several presentations have highlighted the importance of baseline information and disaster risk assessment as the building blocks of well planned disaster risk reduction and informed decision making and policy.
· Partnerships and networks for disaster risk management have already brought about major achievements in the Pacific region and will benefit from a more focused approach on certain priorities themes and topics.
4) Your additional thoughts on the event:
(E.g. on tone and success of event, unresolved issues, commitments made by participants, etc.)
The session featured extremely interesting and highly relevant presentations in the context of this Global Platform. There is a need to bring the issues of the Pacific and SIDS further into the forefront of the global discussions on DRR especially in view of the challenges mentioned under point 1.  In addition to organizing a separate event on the Pacific, the region might consider in similar events to slot their presentations into the events of other event organizers to increase its outreach.
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