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SECOND SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR 
DISASTER RISK REDUCTION, 

GENEVA, SWITZERLAND, 
16 – 19 JUNE 2009

His Excellency Mr John Holmes,

Chairman of the Second Session, Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction
Excellencies,
Distinguished delegates,
Ladies and Gentleman,

Good afternoon.

1. On behalf of the Brunei Darussalam’s delegation, I would like to convey our utmost appreciation to the United Nation secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction, for organizing this very important session and for the warm hospitality accorded to us. 
2. The theme of the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, “Invest Today for a Safer Tomorrow”, is indeed very appropriate and timely as we are now witnessing events developing around us which are due to climatic changes and demand urgent actions and risk reduction investments. Our presence here is a testimony of our steadfast support and readiness to achieve this global objective. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
3. Brunei Darussalam is not spared from the effect of climate change, even though our experience on natural disaster has been limited to flash flood, strong wind, forest fires and haze. However, we found their occurrences become more frequent and leaving behind more serious damages.

4. In the early 1990s, Brunei Darussalam had put considerable effort to strengthen our preparedness and response in handling weather-related natural disasters. The establishment of Disaster Unit in the Fire and Rescue Department was able to cordinate better the support from other agencies, in support of the Department’s disaster operations. 
5. Over the years, we recognised the importance of institutionalizing our approach in managing disasters so as to make it more systematic and integrated in all aspects of disaster management. The Brunei Darussalam’s Disaster Management Order in 2006 has the provision for the National Disaster Council whose chairman is His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, Senior Minister at the Prime Minister’s Office. The Minister of Home Affairs acts as the Permanent Deputy Chairman. Subsequently, National Disaster Management Centre (NDMC)  was established in August 2006. 
6. The formation of NDMC which is the Secretariat and as a focal point of all disaster management programmes, has significantly enhanced the efficiency and effectiveness in disaster response and recovery. However, NDMC is a relatively new centre and is still developing basic infrastructure such as Disaster Command Centre and its Information Management System. 

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

7. NDMC is undergoing capacity building programme that would dessiminate relevant knowledge and information on hazard, vulnerabilities and capacities. In doing so, the Centre capacity in managing risks including disaster risk reduction could be enhanced. In this context, Brunei Darussalam welcomes expert assistance and cooperation from members of this Session and relevant international organizations.

8. NDMC acts as focal point in international and regional cooperation notably through  ASEAN Committee on Disaster Management (ACDM). Our participation in ‘ASEAN Regional Programme on Disaster Management’ (ARPDM) has helped us to develop our capacity in many areas in disaster management, includng disaster risk reduction. For example, we will run the first Hazard Mapping training for Government Officials, in collaboration with Asian Disaster Reduction Centre (ADRC). We will organise more of such programmes that will enable us to work together through partnership in implementing the Hyogo Framework for Actions  framework.
9. We had learnt from previous floods that we need to enhance our weather forecasting system, flood prediction and flood mitigation efforts. Our meteorological radar will be improved for better resolution, accurate and timely weather information.   A special budget was allocated to accelerate on-going projects to improve the drainage system in flood prone areas.  To further strengthen our flood mitigation efforts, a national hydrology centre is going to be established. 
10. Community participation in disaster management need to be expanded based on the existing community structure, with the involvement of the grass root leaders. The public awareness program on disaster risks are going to be conducted to equip themselves with the right knowledge and skills to prevent disaster and respond correctly when disaster happens. They will form part of the multi-sectoral components in disaster preparedness and response.
Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

11. Let me once again express our congratulations to our host for this important event. Brunei Darussalam is delighted to be part of this international community with a common vision and goals as outlined by the Hyogo Framework for Action. Our effort today will prevail as an important investment for safer tommorrow.
Thank you. 
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