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Chairman, His Excellency Mr. John Holmes, 

Honored International Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!
Let me start by expressing my sincerest gratitude to our kind host, the Secretariat of United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) who put so much effort into organizing this conference, “The second session of Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction”.

On behalf of Government of Japan, I would like to make an official statement.

The number of natural disasters around the world is increasing, and disasters remain a major drawback to sustainable development. Reducing vulnerabilities to disasters and damage caused by them is an inevitable challenge in the international community.
As a host country of the January 2005 “World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR)”, Government of Japan is delighted that so many delegates from countries around the world, and from various international institutions have come to participate in this important conference to reaffirm their commitment so far and their challenges remaining to achieve the Hyogo Framework for Action by 2015.

Japan is one of the most disaster-prone countries in the world. In addition to earthquakes, we also face natural disasters such as tsunami, volcanic eruptions, torrential rain, and tremendous snowfall. Last year, Japan suffered from two major earthquakes and torrential rain.

We have had a lot of lessons learned from past natural disasters, and we have made extensive use of knowledge and technology to strengthen our disaster risk reduction policy. We address all of the disaster phases of prevention, mitigation and preparedness, emergency response as well as recovery and rehabilitation. With clear roles and responsibilities of the national and local governments, the relevant stakeholders of the public and private sectors cooperate in implementing various disaster countermeasures.  
We have addressed the disaster prevention and preparedness especially as well as disaster emergency response and recovery. For example, we have improved earthquake –proofing constructions following the lessons learned from large-scale earthquakes. As a result, we were able to minimize damages on buildings fitted for the new construction code when great Hanshin-Awaji earthquake occurred in 1995. Based on the actual achievement, we are encouraging people to prepare the natural disaster and also announce the importance of disaster preparedness through various opportunities such international conferences.
Since disaster risk reduction is one of the most important policies of the Cabinet in Japan, Government of Japan is striving to make my country disaster-resilient, not only in times of emergency but in ordinary times as well.
Moreover, while the relationship between abnormal weather and global warming has been pointed recent years, the number of torrential rain in Japan is increasing and the risk is expected to rise concerning water related disasters in the future. In consideration of this situation, we have strengthened our adaptation policy through monitoring of influence by climate change, physical development in watershed areas, and countermeasure with land use policy and so on. 

Utilizing knowledge and technologies for disaster risk reduction acquired from numerous disaster experiences and lessons learned, Japan has been actively advancing international cooperation in disaster risk reduction through close collaboration with UNISDR and Asian Disaster Reduction Center which plays a key role in the improvement of the capacity on disaster risk reduction in Asia. In addition, we initiated new regional collaboration in Eastern Asia. We will hold tripartite ministerial meeting in rotation among Japan, China and Republic of Korea.  

I sincerely hope that this conference achieves its intended results with everyone’s efforts and contributions.
Chairman, Honored International Delegates, Ladies and Gentlemen!
Let me conclude my statement by thanking the Secretariat of UNISDR once again for their efforts to make “the second session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction” successful.  
Thank you very much.
