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Urban risks emanating from natural hazards and climate change threaten more than ever before the role of cities as drivers of local and national development and growth. With more than half of the world’s population now living in urban environments, local risk and global risk are increasingly converging.  Yet while the role of local and regional authorities as well as local actors is explicitly recognized in the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), the main international mechanisms for policy formulation, program planning, advocacy, awareness and funding have been directed towards central governments.  A systematic effort to engage local authorities and other local actors and to support their participation in the global disaster risk reduction agenda is yet to materialize. 

However local authorities and local actors – including NGOs, grassroots organizations, religious institutions, and the private sector – are the primary agents for service delivering key service to the population, mobilizing communities, and improving and protecting livelihoods – directly impacting the resiliency of communities to disaster risk.  
Fundamentally, the success of the HFA is in great part dependent on the realization that implementation must be enabled and supported at the local level.  Not only are local governments the instruments for implementation of central government policies and program, they typically render or oversee vital services and functions to their communities that are core to the goal of mainstreaming DRR and climate change adaptation  in governance and development.  These include: Land use planning, urban development, public works, construction safety and licensing, community welfare, emergency management, and in many cases transport, sanitation, water and power delivery, and community healthcare and education.  
Making these services resilient to disasters and climate change should be one of the primary goals for achieving urban risk reduction and for reaching the goals of the Urban Risk Reduction Campaign, which is currently being planned by UN/ISDR and its partners. By engaging and supporting local authorities and community leaders in disaster risk reduction (DRR) and adaptation policies and practices, we can bring about large scale protection of human life and property, preserve development assets and socio-political stability, and reduce the vulnerability of the poor. Any efforts to promote DRR and adaptation which do not adequately engage local actors and build on their knowledge and contributions simply will not be effective and sustainable.
� The Partnership for Urban Risk Reduction (PURR) is an ad-hoc coalition of organizations focused on enabling and energizing disaster risk reduction action at the local level.  The current partners include: CITYNET, EMI, ICLEI, METROPOLIS, ProVention Consortium and UCLG





