St. Kitts - Nevis Statement at the Second Session of the

 Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction, Geneva, Switzerland,

 June 16 – 19, 2009

Excellencies, Distinguished Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen.

The Government of St. Kitts and Nevis places on record its gratitude to the Government and People of Switzerland for the hospitality and high level organization of this forum.  The Secretariat of the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) is highly commended for it invaluable work in preparing for this important dialogue.

This conference is most timely, taking place less than one month after the start of the 2009 Atlantic Hurricane Season and about six (6) months following the passage of Hurricane Omar which inflicted  substantive damage to local infrastructure and several major properties in selected coastal areas  on St. Kitts and Nevis in October 2008.  May I take this opportunity to again record my Government’s deepest sympathies and concern to those countries affected by tropical weather systems in 2008, especially our brothers and sisters in Haiti and Cuba.

Mr. Chairman, such events and other hazards have brought immense suffering to populations around the world and highlight our vulnerability to the impact of a single disaster that can erase and severely set back a country’s developmental journey.  The devastating 
impacts of Tropical Storms, Floods, Hurricanes and Volcanic eruptions, erode the Caribbean’s ongoing initiatives towards sustainable development. It is therefore our conviction that disaster risk management is not optional, but an imperative for our very survival, in economies that are fragile and for the most part, highly dependant on tourism.
As a small island developing state, the smallest independent nation in the Western Hemisphere, St. Kitts-Nevis is extremely concerned about climate change, its impact and consequences.  We are cognizant of the fact that reduced rainfall levels affecting agriculture and the availability of portable drinking water, while the rainy season and sea level rise, result in landslides and severe costal erosion.  Like other countries in the English speaking Caribbean St. Kitts-Nevis is pursuing a Comprehensive Disaster Management (CDM) Strategy.  This concept seeks to address disaster prevention and mitigation across all sectors in a holistic manner.  We view this approach as very important and necessary, especially as a small twin island nation with limited natural resources and situated in a region that is highly vulnerable to natural hazards. 
Mr. Chairman, as a small independent nation, the Government of St. Kitts–Nevis acknowledges its responsibilities and obligations for the safety and security of its people.  We have among other initiatives, revised our building code, increased the number of building inspectors, constructed multi-purpose community centres-shelters, undertook sea defence works and trained many residents in various aspects of disaster management.  However, the immense forces of nature dictate that disaster, risk reduction requires collective global approaches that can facilitate the sharing of ideas, best practices, technologies, skills and financial resources in our quest to build resilient communities and strong economies. 
 Much more can be achieved through partnerships, better mobilization and allocation of existing resources.  St. Kitts and Nevis will continue to work with regional and international donor partners and governments to strengthen the Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency (CDERA), which has made important progress over the years, to improve disaster management expertise in its member states and in other territories in the region.  
Our achievements in regional cooperation and coordination of various disaster events are good practices worthy of emulation.
In closing, I reiterate the commitment of St. Kitts–Nevis to continue engagement in and support of regional and international risk reduction initiatives, including the implementation of early warning systems to address Tsunamis and other coastal hazards peculiar to the Caribbean region.  It is our hope and expectation that, this week’s dialogue will translate disaster risk management from the realm of technical discussions, to the empowerment of populations with appropriate information, structures and resources that will help to reduce risk to natural disaster.
Thank You.

Mr. Carl Herbert

National Disaster Coordinator

Head of Delegation
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