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Ladies and gentlemen

I am greatly honoured to participate in the second session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. I would like to express the appreciation of my delegation for the excellent organization and program.

We are here today to share experiences, expertise and best practices on one of the increasingly urgent but eminently solvable challenges we face in the 21st century: namely, reducing the risk of disasters brought by natural hazards, and helping to save lives and livelihoods in various parts of the globe.

In recent years we have come to recognize that responding to disasters is necessary but it is not enough.  We must do more to build resilience and mitigate the impact of the next disaster.  Thus disaster risk reduction and management has become part of our National Development Plan as a major overarching goal.
Distinguished delegates

Developing countries, including Namibia have over the years learned to cope with recurrent natural disasters. However, due to climate change the nature and intensity of natural disasters have changed for the worse.  As you may know, Namibia is a semi-arid country characterized by recurrent droughts. We therefore developed the capacity to deal with droughts in terms of drought management and relief.  However, as if one natural disaster was not enough, of late we also had to deal with devastating floods that left untold destruction of infrastructure and agricultural land as well as loss of human lives.  Last year and this year we experienced the worst floods in decades. In this regard, I wish to express our appreciation for the kind support we received during our recovery from these floods.

On the other hand, when the rainy season draws to a close, field fires are another challenge that we have to face especially this year with the presence of above average bio-mass due to the good rains.  In this regard, our capacity for disaster risk reduction and management is continuously being challenged. There is therefore a need for our development partners and the entire international community to support human and institutional capacity building to enhance our disaster risk reduction and management capacity.

Chairperson

I am pleased to share with this platform some of the initiatives we have taken to implement the global action plan.  As Government, we have jointly with the UN system invested substantial resources in a Preparedness Project to enhance the capacity of our own disaster management system.  Notable progress was made in many respects since this undertaking was launched, although there is still room for improvement and many gaps need to be filled.

A National Disaster Risk Management Policy was developed and approved by both Cabinet and Parliament.  This Policy will form the basis for the development of a Disaster Risk Management legislation.  Preparatory work for the Bill is already underway.

The institutional capacity for the Directorate of Disaster Risk Management has been strengthened on a continuous basis but still requires further expansion.  To this end, we have created a risk management coordination position in all thirteen regions of our country. 
There are also sustained advocacy efforts to create awareness about disaster risk reduction through the public media and opinion leaders.  Awareness materials on recent flood disasters were produced and distributed in recently flooded areas.  This partly contributed to improved response to early warning information and population evacuation.

Distinguished delegates

To support the early warning system in Namibia, the United Nations facilitated the activation of satellite mapping of the flood-affected areas.  This has proven to be a much-needed facility in the disaster management process, which our country so desperately needs.

I must also add that there is a growing political commitment to disaster risk reduction as was evidenced by the commitment of the policy making bodies of our Government, especially the Cabinet and Parliament that approved the Disaster Risk Reduction Policy which covered all aspects of the Hyogo Framework of Action.  The political commitment was backed up with allocation of financial resources.  Funding for disaster risk management increased significantly from a recurrent budget of N$5 million to N$260 million between 2005 and 2009.

Following the 2009 floods, the Government requested the United Nations, the World Bank, the European Commission and USAID to undertake a Post Disaster Needs Assessment to assess the consequences of the flooding in the six regions and to look at recovery and reconstruction options that could provide the affected populations with a safer environment in the face of the recurrent natural disasters.  The preliminary results of this assessment indicate that the disaster caused damage and losses of N$1.7 billion.  Therefore substantial recovery and reconstruction assistance will be required.  The preliminary results of this assessment will be presented during the course of this Conference.

Distinguished delegates

Let us use the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction system (ISDR) and this platform to make a real difference on the ground for millions of people in need.  I wish you a great success with the deliberations and look forward to a positive outcome and subsequent successful implementation of the recommendations of this platform.

I thank you for your kind attention.
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