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Official Statement by Colonel N M Verma, Director General, Saritsa Foundation, India 
 at 
Geneva

Excellencies, distinguished guests, Ladies and Gentlemen…….
First of all I would like to thank the members of UNISDR for organizing   Global Platform conference 2009 who have worked tirelessly to facilitate and make this conference successful and also giving me an opportunity to speak.
UNISDR and its innovative evolution of Hyogo Frame Work of Action to reduce risk from disasters and climate change is a path finding benchmark.

India, a country with high proneness  to many kinds of disasters with a large population of about 1.2 Billion people including about  270 Millions poor in urban and rural areas with varying cultural, social, economic and  religious background  are highly vulnerable to  disasters. It has about 650,000 elected village bodies and many municipal corporations across the country.

This adds to further complexities to the process of harmonizing response mechanism for preparedness for DRR and minimizing impacts of climate change.

In past few years in India, national and state governments have made commitment and satisfactory progress to evolve plans for implementation for the purpose of DRR and climate change which is trickling downwards. Yet, millions of people mostly poor and vulnerable in many sates of India have little access to information, education and training and it may take a long period to make them partners in the process of policy formulation and implementation of Disaster Management plans to save their lives and means of livelihood for equal sustainable development in existing “Top to Bottom” approach. 
This assessment by Saritsa Foundation has been further quantified in lessons learnt after an innovative “Mobile National Campaign” across 12 states of India from Tamilnadu to Arunachal Pradesh during year 2008 and with its ongoing mission as a “Mobile University” for DRR since June 2000.
“Top to Bottom” initiatives taken so far are encouraging in appearance at national and state levels yet, inadequate in view of a larger poor and vulnerable population living in remotest rural areas. It has to be amply clear that without harmonizing capacity building and response mechanism of the people at grass root level, no disaster management plans can succeed.

It is not easy to find a common ground of priority between local governments, corporate sectors, the people who are better off in the community and the poor on front lines of disasters. They remain at the bottom of development ladder. Yet, the mission has to pick up momentum and people have to be integrated and united to transform “People’s Partnership Power” and will. Activations of the minds of the people for Partnership Power to make their voices heard in the process of disaster management are essential.  

This partnership amongst themselves will develop passion, endurance and confidence and sensitize state and local authorities to attend to their concerns. 

This guides for a paradigm shift in present methodology. “Bottom Up’ approach is the way which could equip and empower people at lowest level without prolonged time gaps and discrimination. Such an education to cope with disasters is important at grass root level to break the cycle of losses and poverty. It is a right in itself, and it equips individuals and families to lead safer lives. 

To make the future safer for school children, disadvantaged children, women, disabled, aged and the poor, the following is recommended:-
· In view of enormity of need of bottom up approach where millions of vulnerable people are on the frontlines of disasters be balanced with top to bottom initiatives.  

· The dedicated teams of experts, trainers and motivators must reach to remotest rural and urban areas where their guidance is needed to prepare Task Forces of trainers and motivators for speedy preparedness at grass root level.  

· Communities, civil society organizations and local government have to be sensitive to this approach.  

· School children, women, disabled and the poor have to be the priority groups.
· Financial resources for innovative initiatives at lowest level have to be provisioned by international civil society organizations as well as National and State Governments without getting trapped in political and bureaucratic bottlenecks.

We will work together to make a tangible difference…….
Thank  you

