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Excellencies

Honourable Ministers

Distinguished Delegates

Ladies and Gentlemen

Let me seize this opportunity from the onset to convey warm regards from the Government and People of the Republic of Kenya on the occasion of the Second Session of the Global Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction and to register my sincere gratitude for the invitation extended to me and my delegation to participate in this August meeting.      

Mr. Chair, 

Recent events in Kenya depict a growing disposition of the country to both natural and man-made disasters. They include mostly floods, fires, landslides, drought and epidemics. and not least road accidents, technological hazards as well as  ethnic conflicts. The attendant effects of these disasters have been the unfortunate loss of lives and property, coupled with considerable and widespread suffering resulting in the disruption of livelihoods and thus exacerbating the already grim food security situation faced by the country. 

Mr. Chair, 

Kenya’s population saw a meteoric rise to 37.2million by the close of 2007 and is expected to reach 40 million by 2010. It is estimated that 60% of the population comprises youth, who are likely to be affected by HIV/AIDS and the grim realities of a slow growing economy that is largely dependent on rain fed agriculture. It is also noteworthy that as the economy achieved a 7% growth by 2007, the violence which coupled the electioneering process at the end of the year witnessed an enormous slump in the economic growth to 4%.

Grand National Strategic goals and priorities for action as contained in the country’s Vision 2030 include among other targets, building the resilience of the nation to disasters. Kenya continues to strengthen and build partnerships with development and humanitarian partners at National, Sub-Regional and International levels to realise these goals. It is with this background that the government of Kenya has put emphatic seriousness on the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015.

Mr. Chair, 

In pursuit of our desire to achieving our goals as outlined in Vision 2030, of which the HFA is an integral element, permit me to outline efforts made so far by the Government of Kenya in addressing the underlying issues as summarized in the Five Thematic areas of the Hyogo Framework for Action: 

1. Making disaster risk reduction a priority.

a. A fully fledged Ministry was established in the Office of the President and is responsible for coordination, formulation and implementation of disaster management policies as well as establishing and strengthening institutional frameworks for disaster management.

b. The Kenya National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) which engages multi-stakeholders dialogue has been established and is operational.

c. Operationalization of the 5 thematic areas of the Hyogo Framework for action

2. Improving Risk Information and Early Warning.

a. Community radio programmes have been established in the local dialects particularly in flood-prone areas to alert communities of impending floods in their localities.

b. Three Seismic Broadband Stations are being established to provide early warning on earthquakes and earth tremors.

c. A system to Map landslide prone areas has been established by the geo-hazard departments to provide early warning to the communities.

d. Documentation of indigenous early warning systems particularly in Western Kenya through the Western Kenya Community Driven Development and Flood Mitigation Project (WKCDD/FMP) is up and running.

e. A mechanism to disseminate daily flood watch bulletins to the public has been established. 

f. In a bid to avert electrical related disasters, the Kenyan Government has successfully subsidized power to the slums and is therefore easily accessible to slum dwellers

g. Upper air observation network has been established to collect hydro-metrological data to aid early warning.

h. Tsunami monitoring station has been established in the Indian Ocean. 

3. Building a culture of Safety and Resilience.

a. Sensitizing the Public and staff of different organizations on Disaster Risk Reduction/Management through training at different levels.

b. Programmes to promote Drought Resistant Crops have been established through the technical expertise of the Ministry of Agriculture and the Kenyan Agriculture Research Institute (KARI). Farmers will therefore be provided with seeds to plant crops such as Sorghum.

c. The Government has introduced Disaster Risk Management in primary schools syllabus particularly on areas of environmental conservation (tree planting), and in other institutions of higher learning. 

4. Reducing the Risk in Key Sectors.

a. Water Management programmes such as water harvesting, drilling of strategic boreholes and construction of subsurface dams continue to be implemented.
b. Inclusion of other foods other than grain in the strategic food reserve (for example canned food and milk powder to be supplied as relief food). The Government through the Ministry of Agriculture has also initiated a programme called 

“Njaa marufuku”, to empower people to produce their own food and be less reliant on relief food.

c. The Government has empowered communities living closer to game parks to establish animal sanctuaries to avoid human and wildlife conflict.

d. Establishment of funds to address vulnerable groups such as the Women Enterprise Fund, the Youth Fund (Kazi kwa Vijana initiative). 

e. The Vision 2030 initiative and poverty eradication programmes.

5. Strengthening Preparedness for Response.

a. Resettlement of IDPs displaced as a result of the Post Election Violence, have been successfully accomplished by the Ministry of State for Special Programmes.

b. In consultation with stakeholders, the Government has prepared a National Disaster Response Plan which articulates the responsibilities of critical and strategic stakeholders in the event of Rapid Onset Disasters.

c. Contingency plans for common hazard like floods have been prepared targeting the most vulnerable communities and localities.

f. Enlargement of the National Food Basket in the Strategic Food Reserve (formerly Strategic Grain Reserve)

g. Institutional and material support provided to various partners such as the Kenya Red Cross Society to address road accidents and mange fire outbreaks in the slum areas. 
Mr. Chair, 

In spite of our efforts to accomplish the above, as a Government we still face some challenges which we believe can be adequately addressed with the support of all our partners. Our challenges include the following:  

a. Inadequate skilled personnel with technical capacity, and modern technology to address Disaster Risk Reduction/Management issues.

b. Inadequate research on Disaster Risk Reduction/ Management due to lack of funds and lack of well-trained personnel.

c. Lack of adequate funds to meet the myriad of problems faced by the country currently. 

d. Justification of Disaster Risk Reduction initiatives to elicit funds from International partners to address DRR. It is difficult to comprehensively quantify so as to facilitate advance planning.

e. Difficulty to sensitize the public on Disaster Risk Reduction/ Management as it is perceived as less of a priority as opposed to pressing issues of poverty.

f. Challenges posed by rapid urbanization

g. Effects of Climate Change

Mr. Chair, 

As I conclude, much has been said with respect to accomplishments and challenges. Please allow me to make the following request in the form of recommendations:

a. There should be an International tracking mechanism established to support the Government of Kenya in monitoring the funds obtained by partners for DRR on behalf of the country for purposes of accountability.

b. Strengthening of regional and international cooperation in disease and pest control as well as climate change adaptation, information sharing and conflict resolution.

c. The international community should continue to be engaged with the Kenyan Government in its efforts to achieving the goals of DRR.

I thank you for you.
1

