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                                                                             CHECK AGAINST DELIVERY

United Nations Under-Secretary-General,
Excellences,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The impact of the current global financial and economic financial crisis, the increase in the intensity and scope of natural disasters worldwide, and the increasing impact of climate change on food security, are serious challenges to addressing disaster risk reduction and climate adaptation. It is clear that international cooperation is imperative for many countries, particularly in Africa, to achieve the Millennium Development Goals by 2015. Goal seven (7) requires us to “ensure environmental sustainability” and to integrate the principles of sustainable development into country practices. We believe that the deliberations this week would allow us to identify challenges, achievements and share good practices and lessons learned on building resilient communities to implement the Hyogo Framework for Action. We acknowledge with appreciation the important role that the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) is playing in this regard.

Chairperson,

South Africa fully subscribes to the aims, objectives and strategic directions of the African Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and Programme of Action which was developed within the context of the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). It is tragic that developing countries are most exposed to hazards, are characterised by vulnerable livelihoods, and are often the least prepared. 
From the sub-regional perspective, together with our partners from the Southern African Development Community (SADC), South Africa participates in the Disaster Management Team to implement the region’s disaster risk reduction strategic plan.  The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) has appointed South Africa to serve as Regional Specialized Meteorological Centre to provide severe weather forecasting guidance to SADC Member States. 

Chairperson,

South Africa has since 2002 developed a legislative framework and relevant mechanisms, including at Ministerial level, consistent with all the Priorities for Action underlying the Hyogo Framework of Action 2005 – 2015:

a) Integrated Institutional Capacity for Disaster Risk Management;

b) Disaster Risk Assessment;

c) Disaster Risk Reduction (dealing with various levels of disaster risk management plans);  and

d) Response and Recover.

These priority areas are augmented by 3 Enablers namely:

· Information Management and Communication;

· Education, Training, Public Awareness and Research;  and

· Funding arrangements for Disaster Risk Management.

In the context of our Disaster Management Act, the South African Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) has developed, amongst others, an Agricultural Drought Management Plan (ADMP).
As in known by delegations, South Africa will host the 2010 FIFA World Cup. A Disaster Risk Management Master Plan has been developed for this event.

Chairperson,

South Africa has made progress in capacity building and public awareness. Some of the key highlights in this regard are:

· The national Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) campaign was successfully launched on 15 October 2008 under the theme: Hospitals Safe From Disasters: Reduce Risk, Protect Health Facilities and Save Lives. This was undertaken in partnership with the relevant Ministries and private health services providers as well as the South African petro-chemical industry. 
· The National Disaster Management Centre in collaboration with the Provincial Centres and relevant national role players launched the National Education, Training and Research Needs and Resources Analysis (NETaRNRA). This project is aimed at assessing the education, training and research needs and resources of those involved in disaster risk management in the country. This project will culminate in the development of (a) National Disaster Risk Management Education and Training Framework which would allow us to improve disaster risk reduction education in schools in a structured manner.

Chairperson, 
The project referred to above builds on the foundation laid out by the ISDR campaign 2006 – 2007 under the theme: “Disaster Risk Reduction Begins at School”.

In conclusion, Chairperson,

My country is fully aware of the need as pointed out by the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction to incorporate disaster reduction objectives into national development policies if we are to mainstream disaster risk reduction into development processes. International cooperation in capacity building and technical assistance would go a long way to addressing these challenges.
I thank you.

PAGE  
4

