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Check against delivery

Mister Chair

Excellencies

Ladies and Gentlemen

It is a pleasure and honour for Switzerland to again host the ISDR Global Platform in Geneva. Indeed the Global Platform evolved : today we all attend the most important Disaster Risk Reduction conference worldwide. Biannual global meetings accelerate an efficient and effective implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action. As you may know, Switzerland has been supporting the ISDR system continuously since its beginning. 

Challenges in newly emerging fields need fresh money. There is a trend to generate a multitude of donor-driven funds with various access conditions. Obviously, we would need these funds working in a complimentary way. Switzerland advocates this policy of streamlining and complimentary set-up’s in the Global Environment Facility Council, in the Adaptation Fund Board and in the World Bank Group. 

Disaster Risk Reduction projects are very often dealing with issues caused by climate change. Disaster Risk Reduction is a core element of Climate Change Adaptation. But the impact of prevention or mitigation is difficult to measure. The statement of “having avoided a disaster” is not easily illustrated with hard facts. However, comparing potential damages with ex-ante investment into DRR shows one thing very clearly : Prevention does pay off. There is an urgent need for a longer-term perspective and a holistic approach when tackling disaster risks. A holistic approach means that DRR is taken into account as a cross-cutting, integral part of development work. Doing this, humanitarian actors could focus more on their front-line role in disaster response.

Mr Chair,
Switzerland is confident that the Mid-Term Review of the Hyogo Framework for Action will recognize the need for binding standards in disaster risk reduction, and lead to a clear guidance regarding the roles of development cooperation and humanitarian interventions in the field of adaptation.

Switzerland is also looking forward to fruitful discussions during this week in Geneva contributing to pave the way for a successful conference in Copenhagen later this year.

To avoid taking money away from the MDGs in order to  finance climate protection measures, Switzerland put a proposal on the table for a financing mechanism based on a global CO2 emissions levy. This proposed mechanism would raise about 48.5 billion dollars per year and generate a flow of resources based on different levels of development.
Mister Chair,

We thank you for your attention and look forward to participating and contributing to the Global Platform in Geneva and to the ISDR system as a whole.
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