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IOM Statement
The Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction clearly demonstrates that even without change in the global climate, humanity would still have to face a daunting task. Cumulative vulnerabilities in many parts of the world, overwhelmingly in developing countries, are on the increase much faster than we have been able to reduce risks. 

The world’s population continues to increase at an unprecedented rate. The poor are becoming poorer. Unmanaged urbanization is a major concern as, for the first time in human history, more than half of the world’s population live in urban settlements. In addition many ecosystems have been weakened by unsustainable forms of exploitation and development. 

In this context, climate change is further exacerbating the exposure to risk with its negative impacts on public health, food security, water availability and livelihoods. We need to act know and to act together, as we don’t have decades to prepare. 
We therefore welcome the recent adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of a resolution on Climate Change and its possible Security Implications, recognizing the respective roles of the Security Council, the General Assembly and the Economic and Social Council while also reaffirming the key role of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
Climate change is not just a security, a development or a humanitarian issue but poses an existential and multifaceted challenge to humanity. This is why our aim is to bring human mobility into this complex human security equation, first through a better understanding of the complex linkages between climate events and processes, socio-economic factors and their interconnections with population movements, and by integrating these findings into the heart of our responses.  

Different types of environmental processes and events produce different forms of movement:

· Natural disasters tend to lead to sudden, large-scale movements where return is sometimes feasible in the long run. IOM is committed, as Global Cluster lead for Camp Coordination Camp Management in natural disasters, to assist affected communities until durable solutions can be found. 

· Migratory responses to environmental degradation, especially at early and intermediate stages, are often temporary in nature and often serve as an adaptation strategy. But let’s face it: migration is still mainly perceived as a failure to adapt when it should be recognized as one possible adaptation strategy allowing, for example, for income diversification through the receipt of remittances or through gaining new knowledge and skills which can significantly strengthen the livelihoods of families and communities facing environmental challenges.
· When environmental degradation becomes severe or irreversible, resulting migration can become permanent and may require relocation of affected populations either internally or in a third country. 
Ultimately, IOM’s objective is to support governments to better manage population movements along the continuum between voluntary to forced migration, and to help affected communities to break the vicious cycle of vulnerability.

We strongly believe that Disaster Risk Reduction and Climate Change Adaptation, in the context of the UNFCCC, are the way forward to help populations living in areas where natural hazards are combined with pre-existing vulnerability. We wish to reiterate our commitment to supporting Governments in the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action. 

We urge governments to fully integrate Disaster Risk Reduction under the Adaptation pillar of the post-Kyoto protocol and we hope that this approach will be fully endorsed in Copenhagen in December. We will continue to support the UNISDR Network's efforts in that sense. 

Similarly, it is crucial that the negotiations under the UNFCCC recognize the consequences of climate change on migration. We are committed to devoting our expertise and resources so that human mobility related issues are fully integrated into adaptation strategies. 
The humanitarian consequences of climate change should also be recognized in the post-Kyoto protocol. Acknowledging this gap, Heads of Organizations of the Inter-Agency Standing Committee bringing together the humanitarian community, decided to join their efforts to send a strong signal. On 30 April, they signed a joint letter to the UNFCCC Executive Secretary and distributed it to all national delegations present at the Bonn event at beginning of June. As we are all aware, even with the best mitigation package and consequent investment in Disaster Risk Reduction, humanitarian assistance will still, and increasingly, be needed. Climate change is a global challenge - not a sectoral one, and we must now, together, rise to the occasion.
