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GEO – Group on Earth Observation - Statement

At the Second Session of the

Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction

Geneva, June 16-19 2009
Veronica Grasso

GEO Secretariat
During the past decades natural disasters have caused losses of billions of dollars every year, affecting hundreds of thousands of people and destroying natural landmarks and ecosystems. 

Communities need access to the most accurate and timely information available to help them respond to these extreme events. They need to know how vulnerable their jurisdictions are to any of these phenomena in order to plan for proper response. They also need advanced warning to know when and where extreme events will occur, so that they can minimize their impact on society. They need to know the impact of damages when a disaster happens to assure timely assistance to affected areas. 

Timely access to weather forecasts, satellite images, in-situ data about water levels or seismographic changes, and maps that integrate information on transport routes, health services, and socio-economic conditions can save uncounted lives. The Group on Earth Observations (GEO) is actively seeking to empower decision makers and disaster managers with rapid access to integrated data and information services from a diverse range of sources.

 The Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS) is being assembled as a joint effort of GEO’s 120 member governments and participating international organizations. GEOSS aims to address climate change, public health, biodiversity and other critical issues, and to improve our ability to monitor, forecast, mitigate, and respond to natural, human-induced, and compound hazards and disasters. It will also strengthen the capacity of disaster managers for exploiting disaster-related information and for coordinating monitoring and prediction activities with those of experts in other fields.

GEO renews its contribution to the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction:

• By coordinating and improving observation systems, dedicated to risk assessment and management;

• By ensuring access to disaster related information and data;

• By bringing together all communities dealing with hazards;

• By promoting end to end projects on risk management.
In addition to Disaster Reduction, GEOSS will enhance delivery of benefits to society in eight other societal benefit areas (SBAs):
• Health (understanding environmental factors affecting human health and well-being);

• Energy (improving management of energy resources);

• Climate (understanding, assessing, predicting, mitigating, and adapting to climate variability and

change);

• Water (improving water resource management through better understanding of the water cycle);

• Weather (improving weather information, forecasting, and warning);

• Ecosystems (improving the management and protection of terrestrial, coastal, and marine

ecosystems);

• Agriculture (supporting sustainable agriculture and combating desertification);

• Biodiversity (understanding, monitoring, and conserving biodiversity).
As of June 2009, GEO’s Members include 79 Governments and the European Commission. In addition, 56 intergovernmental, international, and regional organizations with a mandate in Earth observation or related issues have been recognized as Participating Organizations.
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