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Excellencies
Distinguished delegates,

Ladies and gentlemen,

It is a great privilege for me to participate in the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. I particularly thank the UNISDR for organizing this important event.

The Economic Cooperation Organization (ECO) comprising ten countries namely: Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Pakistan, Tajikistan, Turkey, Turkmenistan and Uzbekistan which are highly exposed to natural hazards. Seven of these countries have been listed as hotspots by the World Bank (Natural Disaster Hotspots 2005). There has been, over the past one decade, a steady increase in natural disasters and in the number of people affected.  Earthquakes, floods and droughts have taken a heavy toll on human life, property and economic development. 
In fact natural disasters are a part of our life – a part which is unavoidable and inescapable.  No country, no region is immune from their onslaught. In the ECO region, natural disasters have caused the increased vulnerability of the economic development and well being of the people. We have also high incidence of poverty in our region which magnifies the impact of a disaster. So, it makes it enough important to recognize the significance of disaster planning and preparation in protecting vulnerable population against natural disasters both at the national, regional and international level. 
Excellencies,

In the ECO, we pursue disaster risk management as an important priority.
We value greatly the implementation of the HFA and its objectives. It is a priority set high on our agenda by the 9th Summit of ECO leaders held in Baku in May, 2006.  They called for regional programmes for early warning, projects for timely preparedness and practical steps for disaster management.  The recently held 10th ECO Summit (Tehran, March, 2009), again underlined the need for regional cooperation in management of natural disasters, and called for effective programmes and projects for immediate response, emergency relief and rehabilitation.
ECO is guided by this vision and has pursued it with a set of coordinated actions.  In September 2007, we set up in Mashhad, Iran, a Regional Centre for Risk Management of Natural Disasters. It would develop early warning mechanisms, monitor natural disasters, weather and environmental conditions and help member states in capacity building.  We are establishing a Regional Centre for Water Management in Islamabad as well.  We have initiated a series of conferences on disaster risk reduction. 
ECO has held three annual International Conferences on Disaster Risk Management since 2006. This is actually one of the main ECO platforms for discussing and evolving policy guidelines on disaster risk reduction. The fourth Conference will be held in October 2009, in Dushanbe- Tajikistan.
In addition, ECO has joined hands with UNISDR, UNOCHA and WHO to help build the resilience of communities against natural hazards, to reduce risks and vulnerabilities, and to promote safer school and health facilities.  We are currently working with ISDR on programme to facilitate implementation of the Hyogo Framework of Action (2005-2015) in the ECO member states. Moreover an ECO-ISDR Workshop on the Global Assessment Report (GAR) on Disaster Risk Reduction & Progress Review & Reporting Framework on the Implementation of HFA in the ECO Region was held on 1-2 July, 2008, at the ECO Secretariat in Tehran. 
We, in the ECO shall continue these efforts, believing that disaster risk reduction is a continuous process.  It requires sustained efforts – efforts that must be steady, collective and comprehensive. We are in the process of establishing a Special Fund for Disaster Relief. We may not be able to stop natural disasters, but every time natural disaster strikes, we should be better prepared and well organized to their impacts.  

In conclusion, Excellencies, I express my pleasure for active participation of the ECO member states in this meeting.  The presence of the ECO delegates symbolizes our collective recognition of the urgency and importance of disaster risk management.  It represents our acceptance of this challenge. It reflects our readiness to meet it.  I am sure that this meeting will be a milestone in our joint efforts to develop a culture of disaster risk management and implementation of the HFA. 
I thank you, for your kind attention.
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