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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, let me thank the organisers of this second session of the Global Platform. I am happy to see such a broad attendance and especially happy to see so many participants from developing countries. The Global Platform proved its relevance in 2007 by bringing together key stakeholders in the area of disaster risk reduction. I hope that this meeting will be as fruitful and provide important input and new ideas to the negotiations leading up to the UN Climate Change conference in Copenhagen later this year. As host of COP 15, Denmark feels a particular responsibility to address the humanitarian impacts of climate change. 

Mr. Chairman,

The thematic focus of this meeting – poverty reduction and disasters – is well chosen. Poverty is a key factor behind disasters. This is true of natural disasters but also of emergencies resulting from conflict. Emergencies may exacerbate poverty that already exists and cause new groups to fall into further poverty. It is estimated that the developing world bears 95% of the human losses caused by natural disasters. While very little can be done to remove the hazards, much can be done to reduce the risk of disasters by addressing the underlying causes of vulnerability. Disaster risk reduction is an important factor in poverty reduction in disaster prone countries and should first of all be addressed in national poverty reduction strategies and through long-term development assistance.

Mr. Chairman,

Disaster risk reduction is the first line of defense against disasters. The World Bank has calculated that it costs seven times more to respond to a disaster resulting from natural hazards than to prevent its impact through disaster risk reduction. Denmark is, therefore, planning – as part of its support for climate change adaptation – to strengthen our development assistance for disaster risk reduction, giving priority to countries that are high-risk and low income. Our focus will be on providing support to enhancing disaster management and risk reduction capacity. This enhanced focus on disaster risk reduction will be further spelled out in the new strategy for Danish humanitarian action for 2010-2015, which will be launched later this year. 
Mr. Chairman,
We expect that many countries and donors will be scaling up their efforts toward disaster risk reduction in the coming years. A major challenge ahead of us will therefore be to ensure good coordination. A heavy responsibility rests with donors and recipient developing partners to coordinate our endeavors and to secure national and local ownership. In adapting ourselves to a changing climate and scaling up our assistance to disaster risk reduction, we should make good use of existing tools and mechanisms for support and coordination. In our view the ISDR-secretariat and the World Bank Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (the GFDRR) are key mechanisms in this regard. Through their close partnership they contribute to strengthen national level planning, coordination and implementation mechanisms at national and sub-national level in high risk countries. 
Mr. Chairman,

I would like to express Denmark’s full support to ISDR and its partners, recognising its key role as a vehicle for the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action and coordinator on behalf of the international community. 
Let me conclude by stressing once more our hope that this second session of the Global platform will enhance attention paid to disaster risk reduction and the need to include humanitarian actors into the COP15 negotiations. We must ensure that disaster risk reduction is mainstreamed into poverty reduction as an instrument in climate change adaptation.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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