BOND (British Overseas NGOs for Development) DRR Group

ORAL STATEMENT – Global Platform 2009

Madam Chairperson and fellow delegates.

On behalf of BOND I would like to thank the United Nations and the Government of Switzerland for hosting this second session of the Global Platform.

The UNISDR’s Global Assessment Report and the Civil Society report Views from the Frontline both show that we are not on track to achieve our goal of a substantial reduction in disaster losses by 2015. 

Both reports also highlight that one of the biggest challenges for the next phase of implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action is to make real progress at the local level in order to improve progress nationally and internationally. The challenge, therefore, is finding ways to ensure that resilience is developed on a much wider scale, building on existing local capacities and available resource.

The British Overseas NGOs for Development, Disaster Risk Reduction Network has over 30 members in the UK who work with over 2000 local organisations in around 70 developing countries around the world. As such we have a lot of experience of implementing successful community-centred disaster risk reduction and adaptation work. However we appreciate that this work must be scaled up substantially if we are to affect major change on a wider scale.
We have learnt from experience that disaster risk reduction is most successful and sustainable when communities, governments and civil society – and this includes NGOs, media, professional institutions and others – come together and work in partnership. These partnerships ensure that all available resources and skills are pooled, optimising outcomes and furthering progress. The existing gaps between local and national level are not particular to the disaster risk reduction community, but rather a common challenge in development implementation.

We therefore invite governments, donors and the UN ISDR to truly embrace this partnership approach and work more closely with communities and civil society over the next 5 years and beyond. For this we wish to make two proposals:

Firstly, we would like to offer ourselves as open and accountable partners to governments in countries where we have the privilege to operate. We commit to working with our local partners to ensure that vulnerable communities are at the centre of decision making and action.  Building on that, let us turn the Global Platform into a truly multi-stakeholder forum. We need commitment from ISDR and all its key stakeholders to create a successful example of what can be done at the global level. And we need commitment to use this global partnership to further support the development of inclusive National Platforms and effective local cooperation.
Secondly, if we want to reduce disaster risks and support communities in adapting to long-term climate change, innovative funding mechanisms will have to be developed. Most importantly, we need real political will from all present here, to commit to this process: donors and governments must ensure that funding is channelled in ways that ensures a focus on those regions and communities most at risk, in ways that empowers local governments and enables them to draw on the capacities of communities and civil society. 
We believe that if these two suggestions are adopted that we will all have a much greater chance of being on back on track when we meet in 2 years time and well on our way of achieving our sought after goal of halving disaster losses by 2015.

Thankyou. 
