Statement of ASB – for the Global Platform 2009 for Disaster Risk Reduction

ASB Foreign Aid - Mission Statement
The Arbeiter-Samariter-Bund (ASB) is a German aid and welfare organization with 16 branches at national level as well as 224 branches at regional, district and municipal level. More than 1.1 million members provide a broad social basis for the ASB. More than 20,000 employees and over 17,000 volunteers form part of the ASB and ensure a high level of quality in areas such as civil protection, rescue and social services.
Since its foundation in 1888, the ASB has acted as a politically and denominationally independent association ensuring a high level of continuity and reliability. With its first international mission in 1921, the area of foreign aid became an integral part of the organization. Humanitarian and democratic principles form the basis for our activities at home and abroad.
Our main activities:

Within an integrated approach, we provide efficient help worldwide and support the development and establishment of local self-help structures. 
· Samaritan cooperation in Central and Eastern Europe
Through exchange and networking between German and international Samaritan organizations, we promote the setting up of association structures and the respective work of such associations in Central and Eastern Europe.
· Disaster Risk Reduction
By strengthening local prevention and self-help capacities, we reduce the local population’s vulnerability in the event of an emergency. We also train the population to deal independently with the consequences of disasters. 
· Humanitarian Aid
In the event of a sudden crisis or disaster abroad, we provide quick and target-oriented help according to the victims’ needs.

· Return and Reintegration
We enable refugees and displaced persons to return to a safe environment. A crucial aspect of this activity is to create socio-economic perspectives to offer people the chance for a fresh start.
How we work:

· Providing help – as quickly as possible, as long as necessary
Our work is based on an integrated and holistic approach. In the event of a sudden crisis or disaster, we help as quickly as possible, for example by deploying our rapid response team and through the help of reliable partners and established country offices on site. We furthermore feel obliged to provide support to people struck by a sudden crisis or disaster as long as necessary. Therefore, we not only provide first aid services but we also help communities to rebuild and provide long-term measures to fight the reasons of poverty and help the population to better prepare themselves for future disasters
· Combining the commitment of paid staff and volunteers
Voluntary commitment is one of ASB Germany’s most valuable resources. Therefore, we combine the commitment of both paid staff and volunteers as partners of ASB Foreign Aid to jointly help people all over the world.
· Strengthening local partners
We aim to improve the living conditions of local populations and to reduce their dependence on external support. We strengthen the local population’s capacity to help themselves by systematically supporting local groups, e.g. NGOs, through consultation, further education and financial means. Our flexibility in terms of programs and strategy enables us to react in an optimal way to local needs in the respective country.
· Promoting international partnerships
Within our Samaritan cooperation for Central and Eastern Europe, we promote and accompany international partnerships between German local and regional associations and international Samaritan organizations. Thus we help to establish sustainable welfare structures in our partner countries and to provide a range of social services for people in need. 
· Cooperation in networks
As part of a leading welfare organization, we can rely on a wide range of experience and know-how. We share this knowledge with our partners and, on a basis of trust, cooperate in national and international networks. This provides us with the chance to bundle resources and use synergies.
· Accounting for what we do
A responsible and efficient use of our financial means is part of our philosophy. Therefore, we undertake towards the recipients of our help as well as towards our donors and the public that we account for what we do. We continuously carry out internal and external quality assurance measures as well as audits to ensure and extend the transparency and professional quality of our work. 

ASB Foreign Aid – Activities in the field of Disaster Risk Reduction
Since May 2004, ASB is working in the sector of Disaster Risk Reduction in Nicaragua, Honduras and Indonesia and has implemented projects of more than 2 Mio Euro, mainly funded by ECHO and the German Federal Foreign Office.  
A major focus of ASB’s DRR-programmes is to enable children to better respond to natural disasters. Especially disabled children are all too frequently excluded from access to relevant DRR information. ASB has therefore developed special teaching materials and methods to include these children into the education programmes for disaster prevention.

In addition, ASB is working with disaster prone communities in order to improve their response capacities prior and during emergencies through awareness-raising, advocacy campaigns, coordination mechanisms and specific trainings. 
