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Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,
First of all, let me congratulate the UNISDR Secretariat and partners of this fourth session of the Global Platform. You have again managed to secure a broad attendance from all over the world to this important meeting. It is encouraging and promising to see so many participants from partner countries all over the world, engaged and interested in Disaster Risk Reduction.
We are constantly reminded about the threats from natural hazards and must not ignore the importance of disaster risk reduction in our daily work. The work that UNISDR has done is important and necessary in conceptualizing, demystifying and advocating for Disaster Risk Reduction including its linkages with Vulnerability and Climate Change Adaptation. 
Mr. Chairman,

Disaster risk reduction is the first line of defense against disasters and the resulting human suffering and economic chaos. The thematic focus for this meeting – invest today for a safer tomorrow – is well chosen. Disaster Risk Reduction is all about good governance and plain common sense and it is about changing habits and attitudes. Disaster risk reduction is also a crucial tool for building resilience.
Mr. Chairman,

With the Strategy for Danish Humanitarian Action 2010-2015 and the Strategy for Danish Development Policy – “The Right to a Better Life”, Denmark is committed to a broad agenda of building resilience as well as supporting disaster risk reduction, giving priority to high-risk and low income countries with a fragile political and economic environment. 
We will support stronger national, regional and international preparedness systems capable of mitigating the consequences when disaster strikes. This involves improving infrastructure, developing national evacuation plans, establishment of emergency stock piles, health care emergency planning etc., but it also involves concrete and integrated approaches to strengthening the resilience of vulnerable groups and enabling local communities to manage risks, withstand shocks and prevent food deficits in times of crisis. Replication and scaling up of good operational practices is key to strengthen preparedness. 
For Denmark, the concept of resilience relates to both natural disasters and violent conflicts. This has also been reflected in our strong engagement in the development of new approaches to building resilience on the Horn of Africa and in the Sahel (the SHARE and AGIR-Sahel initiatives). The new Danish Horn of Africa program has also been constructed according to the same principles. 
If we are to prevent disaster, the concepts of resilience and preparedness must be integrated into national development plans and interventions.
In our view the UNISDR-secretariat and the World Bank Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (the GFDRR) are key mechanisms in this regard. Through their close partnership they contribute to strengthening national level planning, coordination and implementation mechanisms at national and sub-national level in high risk countries. 
Resilience building and disaster risk reduction should also be advanced within the emerging post-2015 development agenda. The 2013 Global Assessment Report provides an evidence-base to inform and support this critical work.
Mr. Chairman,

I would like to express that Denmark will continue to support UNISDR and GFDRR, and look forward to a continued dialogue between supporters and the UNISDR Secretariat in the development of the HFA2 framework. HFA1 provides a solid basis for HFA2, which should facilitate the process. Building resilience and preparedness is ultimately about safeguarding fundamental social and economic rights of individuals. This perspective should be kept in mind going forward, where Denmark would generally be pleased to see an increased emphasis on a rights based approach in developing resilience and preparedness.
Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
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