General Abdurakhimov Kh.S. 

Chairman of Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense
 under the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan 
Dear Chairman, 

Dear Participants of the IVth Session of Global Platform for DRR,

Ladies and Gentlemen,
On behalf of the delegation of the Republic of Tajikistan, I would like to welcome all of you  at this important meeting, devoted to the solution of global tasks in the field of disaster risk reduction. 

This Forum symbolizes the new phase in further development of strategic approaches to the solution of the disaster risk reduction problems at regional and global levels through investing today for safer tomorrow. 
Tajikistan, being a small landlocked country with a challenging mountainous terrain, is well familiar with natural disasters and challenges posed by them.  Annually natural disasters cause economic losses and take lives of our citizens. 

Thus, for example, during the period from 1997 to 2011, conservative calculations indicated a total damage of about USD 353 mln., caused by disasters or in average of USD 23,5 mln. per year.

Hyogo Frame for Action for 2005 – 2015 endorsed in 2005 during the Global Disaster Reduction Conference in Kobe, Japan has become the one of the most effective attempts by international community to form the existing challenges of disaster risk reduction, consolidate the possible solutions and develop clear recommendations for participating countries of the Conference. 
Tajikistan, as a participating country of Kobe Conference, consistently is implementing the recommendations of Hyogo Framework for Action.

In 2010 Tajikistan has established a multi-component National Monitoring and Early Warning System, which monitors and analyzes natural, economic, food, energy and other risk factors in Tajikistan.

 «National Disaster Risk Management Strategy for 2010-2015» was approved by the Resolution of the Government of the Republic of Tajikistan in the same year of 2010. It was developed by the Committee of Emergency Situations and Civil Defense, in cooperation with relevant ministries, agencies and international organizations.  

One of the important steps in implementation of this Strategy was establishment of the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR). 
Dear Ladies and Gentlemen!
Today I have an honor on behalf of the Delegation of Republic of Tajikistan, to announce the establishment of National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in Republic of Tajikistan.

Establishment of the National Platform was officially endorsed by the Government of the Republic in March 2012. It is comprised of the relevant ministries and agencies of the country, as well as representatives from public and private sectors, under the Chairmanship of the Deputy Prime Minister of the country. 

Taking into account that it is impossible to ensure sustainable development of the state without reducing the vulnerability of the state economy and population, the priority task of the Tajikistan National Platform is ensuring adequate conditions for development of approaches and mechanisms for integration of DRR aspects into the development processes of the country at all levels. 
In particular, disaster risk reduction aspects were considered in the Strategy for Improving the Living Standards of Population for 2013-2015 and also in all District Development Plans of the Republic of Tajikistan. 
Respected Chairman, 

Ladies and Gentlemen! 

It is noteworthy to mention that in small countries as Tajikistan, frequently occurring natural disasters are smaller in scale, and in general, do not attract wider attention, by both international and often by Tajik public, mass media or donor agencies
Communities, villages, individual households affected by floods, landslides, avalanches and earthquakes face the challenges individually. These so called “small scale” natural disasters often go unnoticed by wider public, however each of these disasters carry specific challenges for individual families or villages. 
In line with the solutions, outlined in Hyogo Framework for Actions, and also being inspired by the motto of our Forum «Invest today for safer tomorrow», we would like to highlight, that the impact of disasters and damages can be reduced, if  due level of preparedness of all participants of disaster risk management process  and resilience of communities ensured. 


Regretfully, due to challenging economic conditions of the country, it is impossible to undertake all the required actions to ensure the due level of preparedness and resilience of the communities in the Tajikistan.  
Summarizing my statement, I would like to point that our Forum is being held in constructive and good will atmosphere. 
We are confident, that this Forum will help to develop concrete recommendations and propose specific approaches for efficient disaster risk reduction and management, strengthening cooperation and joint response, and utmost will contribute for development of new programme on disaster risk reduction to replace Hyogo Framework for Action after 2015. 
Further positive integration of our countries in the field of disaster risk reduction, effective cooperation, should become a key to safety and stability not only in our region, but in the whole world in general. 

Taking this opportunity, I would like to present to your attention recommendations of the Republic of Tajikistan for Post-2015 Disaster Risk Reduction Programme:
· Strengthening global and regional cooperation of National Platforms;

· Promote and develop mechanisms for establishment of centralized international funds for financing DRR around the world; 
· Simplify procedures of obtaining and use of high-tech ICT for disaster risk assessment and reduction;

· Facilitate and promote mainstreaming of climate change and DRR aspects into the regional development processes in developing countries.

I wish all of us fruitful cooperation and success in solution of the target objectives.  

Thank you for your attention!!!
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