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Excellencies, Heads of Delegations, distinguished guests and participants; 

Australia is pleased to be part of this forum and appreciates the opportunity to exchange information and learn from our counterparts on approaches to disaster risk reduction. Congratulations to Margareta Wahlstrom and the UNISDR team for their preparations of the conference, and more broadly, for UNISDR’s work in 2010. 
This year, communities across Australia, as in many other parts of the world, have been devastated by natural disasters. In January and February Australia’s north-east state of Queensland suffered record floods which covered an area the size of Germany and France combined. Just days later the very same State was battered by a massive category 5 cyclone named Cyclone Yasi, and while the south-east of Australia was experiencing widespread flooding, the west of the country was battling wild bushfires.

Fortunately for Australia, prudent investments in hazard mapping and early warning systems, and well established evacuation and emergency management procedures, helped to minimise loss of life and damage from the disasters we faced this year. However the economic impacts of these events are significant and will be felt for years to come. 

These events remind us that while we cannot stop natural hazards, we can and we must strengthen our resilience in the face of these events. 
On 13 February this year the Council of Australian Governments adopted a new National Strategy for Disaster Resilience: Building our nation’s resilience to disasters to improve Australia’s ability to withstand and recover from future disasters.  

The Strategy outlines that disaster risk reduction is a shared responsibility of governments, business, communities and individuals – in short, it is everybody’s business. The strategy sets out concrete steps that Governments at all levels can take to reduce risks posed by natural disasters, and outlines key areas for action including:

· undertaking risk assessments;
· educating communities about the risks they face;

· empowering individuals and communities to exercise choice and take responsibility for the risks they live with; and
· reducing risks in the built environment through land use planning and building standards.
We do not claim the Australian context is relevant to all partners, but these actions we have adopted may be relevant to others.
Through the Natural Disaster Resilience Program, the Australian Government is providing $110 million over four years to assist government and non government agencies to cooperatively prepare for, and respond to, major natural disasters. 
Given the multitude of natural hazards we face, Australia is well placed to reflect on and if there is interest, to share our experiences in disaster risk management through the Australian aid program.  In recognition that much can be done to reduce the burden of disasters on developing countries, Australia invests in disaster risk reduction initiatives in over 35 countries. 
At the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in 2009 Australia launched Investing in a Safer Future: a Disaster Risk Reduction policy for the Australian aid program.  Implementation of this policy has encouraged further investment in risk reduction through the Australian aid program.  In 2008-09 AusAID invested over A$40 million in targeted risk reduction activities.  Last financial year our investment in risk reduction increased to over A$59 million. Projected figures for this financial year show a further substantial increase in funding. 
We know that these investments not only save lives and livelihoods, but also protect hard-won poverty reduction and development gains, including progress towards the Millennium Development Goals. 
The Australia-Indonesia Facility for Disaster Reduction is Australia’s largest single bilateral commitment to disaster risk reduction.  This partnership between the Governments of Australia and Indonesia recognises the often all too tragic and devastating impacts natural disasters have on Indonesian communities and development gains.  The partnership also reflects Indonesia’s impressive commitment to reducing the impacts of disasters through increased budget, strong partnerships with civil society, donors and multilaterals, and enhanced disaster management plans that better protect all Indonesians.

It is important to note that our collective investments in disaster risk reduction cannot only be measured by what we spend on targeted risk reduction activities. Disaster risk reduction can no longer be viewed as a separate to development. Integrating disaster risk reduction and climate change considerations must inform the way we do development. 
Integration of disaster risk reduction is being implemented across a growing number of AusAID’s country programs including Pakistan, Indonesia, the Philippines, Vietnam, Bangladesh and Laos. Integration ensures that all of Australia's development and humanitarian programs build resilience to natural hazards, thus safeguarding development gains.

Risk reduction principles have also been applied in Australia’s disaster relief and recovery programs, including the Padang earthquake and Manila floods (September 2009), Haiti earthquake (January 2010), and Pakistan Floods (August/September 2010) to ensure that reconstruction in these countries ‘builds back better’. 
In closing, I would like to reiterate our thanks to the UNISDR for convening this event, and to confirm our partnership with the Secretariat to continue to highlight the importance of disaster reduction to sustainable development, both in Australia, and worldwide.

Thank you. 
