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I am Seong-Ryong Choi, Administrator of the National Emergency Management Agency of the Republic of Korea. I would like to express my sincere appreciation to UNISDR for allowing me this opportunity to give this speech.

Let me share with you very briefly about the Korean disaster management system considering Hyogo Framework for Action and the fourth Asian Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, AMCDRR, in 2010. 

Korea is composed of seventy percent of mountain areas. Therefore, industrial facilities and highly populated residential areas are condensed in very limited flat areas in Korea. In addition, two third of annual rainfalls are concentrated during summer time.

Combination of these socio-economic and meteorological conditions threatens Korea, causing various natural disasters. Average property damage is exceeding two billion dollars and we are spending about one point five times more money on recovery.
To minimize disaster impact in Korea, the Korean government established the National Emergency Management Agency, as an independent and coordinating agency on June first, 2004.

NEMA launched various new laws and regulations such as the Disaster and Safety Management Basic Act and the Natural Disaster Countermeasures Act to cover and respond emerging risks. We have started new policies enhancing disaster prevention infrastructures and pre-investment practice.

Compared to last year's disaster mitigation budget, we have secured about two point seven times more money for this year. I believe that pre-investment policy is very important to minimize disaster occurrence and also cost effective in disaster-prone areas.

Fortunately, when we compare the death toll between "before NEMA" and "after NEMA", the number has been decreased drastically. NEMA has four bureaus covering natural disasters, technological disasters, fire administration, and civil defense functions. More than five hundred forty professional staffs are working around the clock and seven days a week to mitigate and respond to various disasters.

However, we are still facing serious challenges, especially due to climate change. It is known that, during the last century, the world temperature has been increased by point seven four degrees Celsius. However, the average temperature in Korea has recorded one point five degrees, which is two times more than that of global average. This kind of temperature change will influence social structures, affecting ecological systems in Korea.

Global warming and climate change is one of the key disaster issues that we are all facing now. The Korean government is trying to, firstly, reset the design criteria for various disaster prevention facilities, and secondly, strengthen land constitution by implementing effective strategy for the nature-friendly development. For the realization of disaster-free society against climate change, these two objectives can be implemented based on the concept of nature-friendly disaster prevention and can be empowered by the application of cutting-edge technologies. We also need to share with each other what we have found through regional information sharing and practical cooperative systems.

Now, let me share with you what I think about the agenda for the fourth AMCDRR, 2010. I need your support and guidance for a successful conference. I would like to propose the conference theme as the "Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction" with a subtitle as "Convergence and Technology". We are all aware that climate change is one of the most challenging global issues. As you already know, the world is trying to reduce the emission of green house gases.

However, scientists forecast that, even though we can successfully reduce the future gas emission, the level of current carbon dioxide can affect our society harshly, causing much severer natural disasters. And I believe this issue needs to be discussed practically and technically in the fourth AMCDRR.

Now, I believe it's time to act. We all know that there are two basic approaches to tackle or respond to climate change. First is "Mitigation". The other is "Adaptation". Many environmental and meteorological experts are talking about "mitigation". For instance, how to reduce carbon emission effectively. I know that mitigation measures are important and we have to act for the future generation. 

But, how about now? The climate change has been already begun and we are facing real impacts of climate change every day. I believe that "Now" is the time for enhanced advocacy and "Now" is the time to start the initiatives for climate change and disaster risk reduction. I was informed that, as a post-Kyoto protocol, UNFCCC is hosting a meeting in Copenhagen this December.

People are talking about mandatory reduced carbon emission. But, I believe that we should focus more on bad impact of increased carbon emission. The future relies on the present and, without present, the future can not exist. We have to survive now to see the future with reduced carbon emission.

Therefore, we have to act now to include disaster risk reduction as a main agenda for climate change countermeasures. We have a Korean proverb, saying that "He that is thirstiest, digs the well first". Who is the thirstiest now? We, the people who live in Asia and the Pacific, are the thirstiest.

We have to dig the well, so that we can save ourselves and share our outcomes and ideas with other thirsty neighbors. We need to establish a practical and problem-solving cooperation system against extreme disasters due to climate change. We have to execute technical and tangible solutions using available cutting-edge technologies and policies for disaster risk reduction in the region. We have to talk about these issues in the fourth AMCDRR.

We have another Korean proverb that says "A good beginning is considered half completed". Even though there may be very limited "adaptation" options, we have to start now. Let me share with you about some specific examples of what we can talk about at the next conference.

I am proposing five topics for both high-level-round-table and technical sessions. I have prepared these topics, based on the disaster management sequence, such as mitigation or prevention, preparedness, response, and recovery with feedback function. As a prevention phase, we need to discuss on the "Establishment of Nature-friendly Disaster Prevention Practice and Improvement of Current Design Criteria for Disaster Prevention".

We should change the resilience of our society to outside hazards. For that, we need to improve our social constitution based on the upgraded design criteria. As a preparedness component, the next topic is the "Development of Hazard Identification, Vulnerability Assessment, and Risk Assessment System". Through the discussions on this topic, we can diagnose our societies' exposure to various risks. This is the process that we can find right and effective answers for correct disaster management.

The third topic is the "Establishment of Early Warning and Evacuation System using Information Technology and other Available Tools" for an effective response. I believe that effect early warning systems can save lives and it is possible to strengthen our current systems when we apply various technologies.

For the fourth topic, as recovery phase, we want to talk about ways for "Strengthening Recovery System for the Prevention of Recurring Disasters."

When we see a disaster strikes a specific site, we must accept it as an opportunity, and must prevent severer disaster in that site utilizing improved recovery, upgraded criteria, and advanced technologies, and eventually constructing more resilient society. The last topic, as a feedback function, is the "Enhancement of Regional Information Sharing and Practical Cooperation System" and it should be on the discussion table.

The Korean government will do its best for a successful and fruitful conference in 2010. We need your advice, please.
Thank you for your kind attention.
//






PAGE  
1


