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On behalf of the Federal Government of Germany, I would like to thank the ISDR Secretariat for convening the Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Reduction. We see the Global Platform as an important forum for sharing experiences and lessons learnt, raising awareness of disaster risks and achieving further progress on the disaster risk agenda and the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action.
This Global Platform session is taking place at a critical stage: 2009 is a decisive year for the climate change agenda. The negotiations on a new agreement to replace the Kyoto Protocol are to be finalized in Copenhagen in December.
Disaster risk reduction is the first line of defence against the impact of climate change and, as such, an essential component of adaptation to its negative effects. It is our joint task to ensure the importance of disaster risk reduction is duly reflected in the new agreement to be negotiated in Copenhagen. Disaster risk reduction must be an integral part of the adaptation chapter of the new pact.
The Global Platform 2009 is an important opportunity to visibly advance the process of linking disaster risk reduction and climate change negotiations and to develop concrete recommendations for the final talks in Copenhagen. The ISDR Secretariat has a key role to play in this connection. We would encourage it to provide strong guidance on integrating climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction.
The German Government is willing to continue contributing fully to this endeavour. We remain committed to implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action. 
In support of governments' primary responsibility to ensure their populations are protected from natural disasters, Germany is committed to strengthening disaster risk reduction strategies through both humanitarian and development aid. Disaster risk reduction and preparedness need to be integrated into sustainable development planning, notably in developing countries.
Every year Germany spends 10 % of its humanitarian aid budget and also allocates funds from its development-oriented and transitional aid budget to promote disaster risk reduction activities in disaster-prone countries. Further funds are made available under the Government's International Climate Protection Initiative. Projects are being supported and implemented in Asia, Central Asia, Sub-Saharan Africa, Latin America and the Caribbean. We are particularly keen to strengthen disaster risk capacities in coastal areas and remain strongly engaged in the field of early warning. We are providing substantial assistance to the Tsunami Early Warning System in Indonesia.

In addition, the German Committee for Disaster Reduction (DKKV) is playing a pioneering role as a centre of excellence and expertise in the field of disaster prevention. In this connection I would refer you to the study our national platform has produced for this meeting entitled “Addressing the Challenge: Recommendations and Quality Criteria for linking Disaster Risk Reduction and Adaptation to Climate Change“. I would also like to highlight the successful work being done by a European Network of national platforms, which since 2007 has been enlarged and currently consists of the Czech Republic, France, Germany, Poland and Switzerland.
Over the first four years of the Hyogo Framework for Action real progress has been achieved not only in promoting mobilization for and awareness of disaster risk reduction but also in developing policies, legislation and capacities in this connection as well as increasing resources. However, there is a manifest need for further action. Germany would like to commend the ISDR system for compiling the Global Assessment Report on Disaster Risk Reduction. We look forward to discussing its recommendations and proposed action plan at the Global Platform. We stand ready to help collectively develop a strategy for the mid-term review of the Hyogo Framework for Action in 2010, building on the evidence contained in the report.
A visible and active ISDR Secretariat and a strengthened ISDR system are crucial to advance the disaster risk reduction agenda. Germany plans to continue its support.
The Global Platform is, I am convinced, an opportunity for us to look at concrete ways in which we can strengthen our collective efforts to meet our Hyogo commitments and address climate change and disaster risk reduction in a more coherent way at all levels.
Thank you.
