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PARTICIPANTS

Piotr Azia worked for the Italian television, RAI, in the late sixties. In 1974 - when Elvis Presley was still popping pills, Nixon was at the White House and Kissinger's career was in full swing – he moved to the EBU in Geneva. From 1986 to 1989, he became an agent of change, introducing computer systems for the newsroom and the EBU in Geneva. Deputy Head of News of the Eurovision News Exchange since 1995, he supervises the work of 24 news editors and producers - staff and freelance. His work is essentially editorial and organizational, but there is also a strong accent on IT and technology. He is also in charge of relations with International Organizations and NGOs for the Eurovision News Exchange.

Jonathan Baker is the Deputy Head of Newsgathering for BBC News - department that is responsible for delivering national and international news across the BBC’s networks and programmes.  Previous posts include that of BBC Foreign Editor (through 9/11 and the Iraq War) and Editor of the Ten O’clock News, the BBC’s flagship daily TV news programmes.  
Fabrice Boulé, French Swiss journalist in charge of media projects for InfoSud (www.infosud.org). He worked for different daily Swiss newspapers and francophone radio as a journalist and foreign correspondent. He is now in charge of many media training programmes at Infosud. 

Bernard Chenuaud

Trainer and coordinator of RFI’s Training Department since 1993, Bernard organizes and conducts training sessions, in Africa, Maghreb, Middle and Far East. 

Previously, he was a reporter and producer for RFI and France Culture, specialized in Africa.
Timothy Large has been Deputy Editor for Reuters AlterNet, a humanitarian news service run by Reuters Foundation, since 2003. He has previously worked as a correspondent for Reuters in Tokyo, a staff writer on a Japanese daily and news editor of a popular science website.
Tim Radford is a freelance journalist. He was born in New Zealand in 1940 and joined the New Zealand Herald as a reporter at 16 years old. Apart from a brief spell as a Whitehall Information Officer, he has spent all his life in weekly, evening or daily newspapers. He worked for The Guardian for 32 years, becoming – among other things – letters editor, arts editor, literary editor and science editor. He won the Association of British Science Writers award for science writer of the year four times. He served on the UK Committee for the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction. He has also written for The Lancet, New Scientist, the London Review of Books and many other journals. He has written one book – The Crisis of Life On Earth  (1990) - and edited two books of science for the Guardian.

Nora Ruiz, is a former Ambassador and Permanent Represent of Costa Rica to the United Nations Office at Geneva (1998-2003), with a wide experience in international policy processes & UN system. During this period, she had the responsibility for coordinating GRUCA, a UN geographic group composed by Central America, Panama and Dominican Republic to OCHA, ISDR, and all the organizations involved with risk reduction. Nora Ruiz had been a radio, TV, & magazines News Director from 1980 to 1998. She has worked as Journalist / consultant in communication, strategies and international relations since 2003. She was also been Broadcast Producer & Analyst, and Correspondent of Voice of America, a multimedia international broadcasting service with an estimated worldwide audience of more than 115 million people.
Alain Valency is a multilingual journalist (English, French and Malagasy). Based in Nairobi, Kenya, he is the former founding editor (French) of an African news agency known as “All Africa News Agency”, and former senior editor (English) within the BBC – which he served for 18 years. After developing some interest in disaster issues, he specialized, in mid-2002, in disaster reduction. Since early 2003, he has been the consulting editor of the English & French versions of the UN/ISDR Africa newsmagazine called “Disaster Reduction in Africa”. Since 2004, he has been the driving force behind the creation, in December 2004, of a journalists’ network called “Journalists in Africa for Disaster Risk Reduction Network”.

Elisabeth Byrs is the Information officer and the spokesperson for OCHA Geneva since 2001. Before she had worked for the French Mission as a press officer for four years and worked as a journalist at the Agence France Presse for more than 20 years.

Jean Fabre is the Deputy Director responsible for communication within the PNUD in Geneva. In the past, he has worked for social and international solidarity actions, primarily in Latin America in collaboration with several NGOs. Afterwards, he was appointed in 1978 as Secretary General, and then in 1980 as President of the Partito Radicale in Italy. Co-fonder in 1981 and Vice Secretary General of Nobel Prize award campaign against hunger and development (based in Brussels, Belgium), he became in 1985 Chief of the Information Section for the PNUD European office in Geneva, then successively Deputy Director responsible for communication.

Pierre Kremer former journalist, Pierre Kremer joined the French Red Cross in 1999 as a communications manager, dealing with all national publications, communications tools, advocacy and advertising. In 2003, he is nominated as Head of Communications in charge of building and implementing policies to scale up internal communications, image strategy, advocacy campaigns and fundraising leverages. Last year, he contributed to the drawing-up of the Federation’s communications strategy. He is now the Media Unit Acting Manager, within the Secretariat Communications and Resource Mobilization Department.
Roger Morier is Senior Communications Officer with the World Bank’s Sustainable Development Vice Presidency.  The Vice Presidency oversees the Bank’s work in environment and natural resource management, as well as for agriculture and rural development, transport, water, energy, and urban policies and strategies.

The Bank’s work in disaster risk reduction falls within this Vice Presidency. Roger has been with the World Bank in Washington for the past seven years. Prior to that, he held various positions in broadcast journalism and in corporate communications in his native Canada and in France.

Mark Oliver is currently Press Officer within the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) and journalist with over 12 years experience. Since Mark arrived at the WMO in 2005, international coverage of the organization’s activities has increased. Prior to WMO, Mark worked as General Manager and Editor-in-Chief of World Radio Geneva (co-owned by BBC), which he joined as a reporter in 1996, covering a variety of issues including Swiss national and local politics, international organizations, crime, business and sports.

Michael Williams manages UNEP’s Information Unit for Conventions and serves as the UNEP spokesperson at the Palais des Nations. He provides press, publishing and other communication services to the secretariats of the leading environmental conventions, including those on hazardous chemicals and wastes, ozone depletion, climate change and biodiversity. Mr. Williams also organizes workshops and training sessions.
Brigitte Leoni, Public Information and Media Officer for the ISDR secretariat was recruited in July 2004 to handle public information, communication and media relations for the World Conference on Disaster Reduction (WCDR). She has been a journalist for the past 15 years. She worked as the London correspondent for many French and European newspapers before joining the BBC World Service in London (Great Britain) where she was a radio producer for five years. Then, she spent four years in Brazil where she wrote the first biography of Fernando Enrique Cardoso, former Brazilian president, and three years in Mexico where she co-founded a private TV production company, which produced a 45-minute film on the assassinated women from Ciudad Juarez, Mexico, for a CBC, Canadian TV. 
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