
 
 

Welcome to the UNISDR Online Dialogue on “Implementing the Sendai 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction”! 

16 May to 5 June 2016 
 
In preparations for the 2017 Global Platform on Disaster Risk Reduction, to be hosted by the 
Government of México on 22-26 May 2017 in Cancún, the UNISDR is initiating consultations with 
stakeholders to identify issues that will be addressed at the 2017 Global Platform. 
 
Stakeholders are being consulted through an on-line dialogue that will be running from 16 May to 5 
June 2016. See Annex 1 below for a list of key issues proposed to guide the discussion and help 
identify critical elements and aspects of the Sendai Framework that require urgent attention, action 
and guidance in order to meet its priorities and global targets. 
 
Each issue will be discussed for a week each and will be facilitated by Mr. Jerry Velasquez, Chief, 
Advocacy and Stakeholders Coordination Section at UNISDR. The discussion will take place English via 
email. The moderator will receive the messages and will pass them on for circulation to all registered 
participants as they fit the discussion.  
 
The results of this dialogue will provide inputs into the discussions and outcomes of the 2017 Global 
Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction.  
 
Who can participate? 
 
Everybody can participate – representatives from civil society, academic, technical and scientific 
institutions, businesses, media and Governments - are welcome to contribute to the online 
consultation.  
 
How to participate? 
 
The registration process will start 9 May 2016.  
 

• Step 1: Submit your request to participate here: http://cc.preventionweb.net/gp2017-dialogue 
Click the “Join now” link, fill in your details and submit.  
Important: You will receive an email after you click submit. You must click the link in the email 
to verify your email address. The moderators will then receive your request to participate in 
the dialogue. You will receive a confirmation when your request is approved, you can then log 
in and join the discussion.  
 

• Step 2: Get prepared for the discussions by checking the list of key issues proposed to guide 
the online dialogue. See Annex 1 below. 
 

http://cc.preventionweb.net/gp2017-dialogue


• Step 3: Contribute to the discussions by logging into the dialogue at 
http://cc.preventionweb.net/gp2017-dialogue or via email.  
 

• Step 4: A wrap-up session and summary of the discussions will take place at the end of each 
week and will be recorded through the GP’s website. 

 
A participants guide is available at the GP website with more details about how to contribute to the 
online dialogue. 
  
Format of your contribution 
 
In addition to general comments on the proposed key issues and questions, specific cases, good 
examples and best practices as well as suggestions of specific elements of strategies that need to be 
formulated to meet these challenges and gaps are particularly welcome. 
 
Online Dialogue Issues Agenda 
 
16 May - 22 May How to achieve economic losses reduction and curb the increase in economic 

losses due to disasters? 
23 May – 29 May Priority actions required to meet the 2020 target of increasing the number of 

countries with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies and plans 
aligned with the Sendai Framework 

29 May  - 5 June Reducing vulnerability and building resilience in the development 
context 

 
  

http://cc.preventionweb.net/gp2017-dialogue


Annex 1:  Proposed issues for consultation  
 

1. What activities and programmes could be effective in curbing the increase in economic losses 
due to disasters? 

 
There are few examples of countries that succeeded in reversing the rise of economic losses in both 
the public and private sector. The Sendai Framework target (c) calls for the growth of risks to be at 
the same or lower rate as compared to the global economic growth rate. Strategies such as pre-
disaster recovery planning, land-use planning, risk-sensitive investments, reducing risks in global 
supply chains and stronger insurance mechanisms can play a role in preventing the creation of new 
risks. What actions are required to reduce economic losses?  What enabling policy and institutional 
arrangements are / should be in place? How can Governments ensure that development strategies 
limit the creation of new vulnerabilities and widen exposure to hazards? What can be done to scale up 
these efforts to be in a position to measure economic losses due to disasters?    
 
2. What priority actions are required to meet the 2020 target of increasing the number of 

countries with national and local disaster risk reduction strategies and plans aligned with the 
Sendai Framework? 

 
Of the seven global targets of the Sendai Framework, target (e) has a first target deadline of 2020 to 
substantially increase the number of countries with national and local disaster risk reduction 
strategies. Sendai target (e) will potentially share common indicators with SDG target 11.b. Reviewing 
national plans, encouraging the development of local plans, adopting national and local targets, 
promoting cooperation and capacity building, defining baselines and risk profiles, including the 
establishment or enhancement of systems to record disaster losses are but a few activities that can 
be highlighted. What other priority initiatives and actions on disaster risk reduction governing can be 
highlighted, shared and promoted in order to accelerate the achievement of this target? 
 
3. What activities and programmes would need to be developed or scaled up to accelerate 

vulnerability reduction and achieve resilience in the context of development? 
 
Preventing the creation of new risk, addressing existing risks and building resilience requires a more 
people-centered approach to disaster risk reduction with strong emphasis on community resilience.  
Improved early warning, preparedness and contingency planning, institutional arrangements for 
disaster risk reduction, and improved building codes have significantly contributed to reducing 
vulnerability. However, new vulnerabilities highlighted by small but frequent hazards and increasing 
climate extremes are turning into disaster risks particularly for small economies such as least 
developed countries and small islands developing states. It is crucial to enhance vulnerability 
reduction within climate adaptation efforts to achieve resilience, poverty reduction and inclusive 
development. It is essential to promote coherence between the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on 
climate change. This means adopting a “no regrets” approach to decision-making and promoting the 
integration of development and climate change issues as part of disaster risk reduction policies and 
vice versa. What activities would be urgently required to scale up efforts in promoting a people-
centered approach to disaster risk reduction and community resilience?  What measures can be taken 
to harmonize policies and align tools and metrics across the post-2015 development agendas 
nationally and locally? What concrete measures should be taken to address small recurrent disasters 
to help reduce the vulnerability of least developed countries and small islands developing states? 
What urgent actions are required build the resilience of vulnerable countries and communities to meet 
the 2030 development agenda? 
 


